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MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia hopes thai the United Nations 
embargo on Iraq will be "lifted soon" and wants to restore its 
economic relations with Baghdad to the pre-embargo level. 
Russian Foreign Trade Minister Oleg Davidov said Monday as 
quoted by ITAR-TASS news agency. He was speaking auhe fina 
meeting of a Russian -Iraqi commission on economic and trade 
cooperation. Iraqi Trade Minister Mohammad Saleh said Iraq 
considers Russia "a friend” and "is going to pay its debts to Russia 
after the lifting of the sanctions,” which the United Nations 
slapped on Iraq after it invaded Kuwait in August 1990. The news 
agency said the commission would develop a bilateral agreement 
on economic and trade cooperation. 
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Qadhafi urges radicals to foil PLO-lsradi deal 

DAMASCUS (R) — Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi has urged 
radical Palestinian groups to wreck the PLO-Israeli peace deal, a 
Damascus-based radical group said on Monday. The Democratic 
front for the Liberation of Palestine fDFLP) said Mr. Qadhafi’s 
eaD was made during a meeting with its leader Nayef Hawatmeh in 
Tripob' on Sunday. Mr. Hawatmeh is in Tripoli to attend Libya's 
celebrations marking Mr. Qadhafr's 25 years in power. "Brother 
Muammar Qadhafi affirmed Libya's rejection of the Gaza- Jericho 
deal and said the accord was doomed to failure because it 
contradicted the Palestinian people's right for self-determination." 
the DFLP said in a statement. "The leader of the Libyan 
revolution affirmed the necessity of foiling the Gaza- Jericho deal 
by the uprising generation and the national Palestinian forces,” it 
added. "Qadhafi also stressed the importance of building a wide 
front that groups all forces and personalities who oppose the 
deal," it said. The DFLP belongs to a 10-member radical alliance 
based in the Syrian capital which has vowed to foil the deal that 
gave Palestinians limited self-rule in the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank town of Jericho. 
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contentious issues must stQl 
be resolved — reproductive 
health and family planning 
services, reproductive rights, 
adolescent sex education and 
abortion. 

U.S. Vice President Ai 
Gore said Monday "we're 
very dose” to getting consen- 
sus from the participating na- 
tions on the subjects still in 
dispute. But he predicted the 
Vatican would not accept the 
final document despite com- 
promise language being 
worked out by the European 
Union. 

The Vatican on Monday 
welcomed the U.S. statement 
that compromise on abortion 
is close. But papal spokes- 
man Joaquin Navarro, a 
member of the Vatican de- 
legation, reiterated the 
Catholic diurch's opposition 
to references in the draft to 
“reproductive health,” oil- 
ing the phrase implidt recog- 
nition of abortion on de- 
mand. 

Ms. Brundtland, a physi- 
cian turned politician, re- 
ceived sustained applause 
when she took on the Vatican 
on this issue. 

"I have tried in vain,” Ms. 
Brundtland said, “to under- 
stand how that terni can poss- 
ibly be read as promoting 
abortions or qualifying abor- 
tion as a means of family 
planning. Rarely — if ever — 
have so many misrepresenta- 


tions been used to imply 
meaning that was never there 
in the first place.” 

Unsafe abortion is a major 
public health problem in 
almost every comer of the’ 
globe, she said, and “a con- 
ference of this status and 
importance should not accept 
attempts to distort acts or 
neglect the agony of millions 
of women who are risking 
their lives and health.” 

When she called for “decri- 
minalising abortions,” the 
audience of more than 1,000 
erupted in sustained ap- 
plause. They also applauded 
her call for “confidential 
health services” for adoles- 
cents. 

Ms. Bhutto was also warm- 
ly applauded when she spoke 
movingly of her dream of “a 
Pakistan, an Asia, a world 
where every pregnancy is 
planned, where every child is 
nurtured, loved and edu- 
cated.” 

But Ms. Brundtland was 
dearly the star attraction of 
the day, receiving more ap- 
plause than any other speak- 
er including Mr. Gore, U.N. 
Secretary General Boutros 
Ghaii and Egyptian President 
Hosm Mubarak. 

At the heart of her hard- 
hitting address was the need 
to not only talk about 
women’s equality — but to 
finance women's needs until 
equality is reached. 



U.N. Secretary General Boutros Ghaii opens 
the U.N. International Conference on Popula- 


tion and Development on Monday in Cairo 
before 3,500 delegates from 182 countries 
(AFP photo) 
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From P.V. Vridunand in Aden 

TENSION RAN high but 
an uneasy calm reigned in 
Aden on Monday as secur- 
ity forces continued a 
crackdown On Islamic 
zealots on the loose frying 
to impose their will on a 
people left at the mercy of 
political forces with con- 
flicting agendas after a de- 
vastating civil war. 

Gunshots and explosions 
could be heard from some 
parts of Aden, a city de- 
sperately trying to adjust to 
the realities of the dramatic 
changes brought in by the 
victory of the federal gov- 
ernment in Sanaa in the 
two-month civil conflict 
that ended on July 7. 

Security forces main- 
tained a tight vigil on all 
entry points into the city of 
400,000, checking every 
vehicle and often confiscat- 
ing weapons. But there was 
no sign of the pitched bat- 
tles of the weekend follow- 
ing the destruction to holy 
shrines that Adenis revered 
but deemed blasphemous 
by Islamic radicals. 

Vehicles at entry points 


into the city stretched 
kilometres into the main 
highways as soldiers in 
different uniforms searched 
everyone. 

Within the city, dozens 
were reportedly arrested, 
but there has been no offi- 
cial account of the security 
situation except that calm 
had returned to Aden. 

The official toll during 
the battles in die Crater 
district of Aden after ex- 
tremists of the Jihad group 
disowned by the main- 
stream Al Islah party but 
believed to be linked with 
Al Islah was seven dead 
and eight injured, including 
security men. Residents say 
the toll was much higher. 

A mosque in the heart of 
Crater, housing the re- 
mains of Aidarous, a 15th 
century imam widely re-' 
spected as a saint, was ran- 
sacked on Friday by Jihad 
members, who also des- 
troyed tombs in a nearby 
cemetery and removed 
headstones. 

Their argument, accord- 
ing to residents, was that 
headstones bearing names 
are blasphemous. 

Armed residents resisted 


the gunmen and battles en- 
sued in the area before 
security forces moved in 
and the clashes spread. It 
was only later in the even- 
ing that some semblance of 
order was restored. 

“The Jihad group, with 
support from infiltrarors of 
the Socialist Parry, was be- 
hind the trouble,” said 
Abdul Karim Iryani, the 

P lanning .minister in the 
anaa government. 
“Things are well under 
control." 

But for any residents of 
this once-freewheeling, 
liberal port city which 
thrived under British rule 
that ended in 1967, the 
incident was another move 
by Islamic hardliners to im- 
pose their will on Aden and 
the entire south of the 
country through force. 

Well-organised Al Islah 
members have already ban- 
ned alcohol, imposed strict 
Islamic dress codes, and 
are going around enforcing 
their own code of conduct 
in line with what they see 
acceptable in Islam. 

Women are not allowed 
to go out after sunset with- 
out a male relative as 


escort: a few incidents have 
already been reported of 
Islah zealots demanding 
that men and women mov- 
ing together prove their rel- 
rionship, they have to be 
either married or be of the 
same family. 

For the moment, the cen- 
tral government in Sanaa, 
which includes Islah mem- 
bers, appears to be giving 
rope to Islah radicals in 
Aden, given that the domi- 
nant party of President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, is in the 
throes of forming a new 
government. 

Ai Islah threw its weight 
behind Mr. Saleh's party 
during the north-south civil 
war demanding an equal 
share of power in the new 
government. 

“The civil war has left a 
political vacuum in Aden 
and elsewhere in the 
south,” said Mr. Aulaqi 
Hussein, a British-trained 
lawyer. 

“As long as the political 
vacuum is not fillea, there 
will be more violent inci- 
dents,” warned Mr. Au- 
laqi. “The people of Aden 
are hoping for security, sta- 
bility and a better Life...” 
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Jewish extremists making their own laws — general 


the da.lv 


By ADyn Fisher 

The Associated Press 

TEL AVIV — Israeli security 
“frees arrested a military 
officer and ax least four other 
people on suspicion of orga- 
nising a Jewish terror under- 
gfound seeking to attack 
Palestinians, officials 'and 
Press reports said Monday. 

_ The arrested would be the 
Ji£st armed Jewish group 
aijemptmg to undermine the 
Hspeh-P-LO peace accord to 
'.gwey-.since Israel cracked 
down on extreme right-wing 
groups immediately after the 
Feb. 25-Hebron mosque mas- 
sacre. - 

Security forces jailed Lt. 
pren Edri, 23,-and at least 
four other Jewish settlers 
frtmi Kiryat Arba, a militant 

enclave , next, to the West 


Bank town of Hebron, Israeli 
media reported. * 

Lt. Edri, a deputy com- 
pany commander about to 
start a course for infantry 
commanders, was suspected 
of frying to procure weapons 
for attacks against Arabs. 
Army radio said that Lt. Edn 
had served time m a military 
prison a few years ago for 
vandalising Arab property in 
the Gaza Strip. 

Lt. Edri’s father said the 
family had lived in Kiryat 
Arba for 24 years but re- 
jected extremism. 

“If I knew my son did 
something like this, I would 



army 
he didn’t-” 

The court issued a gag 
order on the' case, barring 


publication of the remaining 
suspects’ names and any 
other details. 

The daily Davar newspap- 
er said the investigation was 
focused on 10 young people 
linked to the Kahane Chai 
movement. Press reports said 
die group emerged from the 
worshippers at Joseph’s tomb 
in Nablus, the only active 
Jewish rite in the northern 
West Bank dty of 110,000 
Palestinians. 

The group was apparently 
organising to carry out re- 
venge attacks against Palesti- 
nians and more arrests are 
expected. 

Dedi Zucker, chairman of 
parliament’s law and con- 
stitution committee, said in 
an interview he lacked the 
details of all the arrests, but 
police believed they had unc- 


overed the beginnings of a 
Jewish terrorist underground 
group. 

“This is a theory, that this 
was the start of the organising 
of subversive actions” against 
the September 1993 Israei- 
PLO accord. Mr. Zucker told 
the Associated Press. The 
agreement led to Palestinian 
autonomy in the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank town of 
Jericho last May. 

He said that the group had 
apparently not waged any 
attacks. 

Maj. Gen. Ilan Biran. 
commander of the Israeli 
army in the West Bank, said 
they were extremist Jews 
there but rejected parallels 
between the group and the 
Jewish underground that car- 
ried out a series of violent 
attacks against Arabs a de- 


cade ago. 

’’Among the Jewish 
population there are margin- 
al elements who are making 
their own laws and we have 
to deal with them according 
to the principles of the law,” 
Gen. Biran said on army 
radio. 

Earlier Gen. Biran was 
quoted as saving the army 
had intelligence about plans 
by both Jewish and Arab 
extremists to stage anacks at 
the Tomb of the Patriarchs 
once it reopens. 

Israel has kept the shrine 
holy to both Muslims and 
Jews shut since the massacre 
while doing a security over- 
haul. It is due to reopen on 
Oct. 12 for a 10-day trial run. 

The tomb, holy to both 
Jews and Muslims, has been 
dosed since Feb. 25. 


An Nahar 

reappears 

without 

editor 

Anani 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The East Jerusalem 
newspaper An Nahar reap- 
peared Monday with an oath 
of support for the Palestinian 
cause more than a month 
after the Palestinian author- 
ity closed it down for pro- 
Jordanian sentiments. 

“An Nahar is back after 36 
days in a new format," the 
daily said in an editorial. 
“We are a Palestinian news- 
paper down to the bone and 
Arab to the marrow. 

“Our people are in a new 
period of building an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state 
with Jerusalem as capital 
under the leadership of the 
PLO.” 

The authority shut the dai- 
ly at the end of July after an 
Israeli-Jordanian declaration 
which recognised Jordan's 
special role in looking after 
Muslim sites in Jerusalem. 

"We consider the ban on 
An Nahar as a cloud in sum- 
mer which has gone and the 
reason for the ban has gone." 
the editorial said. 

The newspaper announced 
on the front page that joint 
owner and editor in chief 
Issam Al Anani no longer 
had any association with the 
daily. He was widely seen as a 
pro-Jordanian figure. 

It was the first clampdown 
on the Arabic press since 
autonomy was launched in 
the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank town of Jericho on May 
4 and provoked a storm of 
complaint. 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat’s authority in Gaza 
said An Nahar pursued a line 
“harmful to Palestinian 
national interests.” 

Mr. Arafat recently told 
Palestinian journalists that 
Arab regimes did not allow 
the PLO to run a newspaper 
in their countries and there 
was no reason why Jordan 
should have a mouthpiece 
here. 

An Nahar claimed a cir- 
culation of between 12,000 
and 15,000 before the ban, 

but the true figure was be- 
lieved to be about half chat. 


Papal envoy meets Arafat 


GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip 
(AFP) — PLO chief Yasser 
Arafat met Monday with an 
ambassador from the Vatican 
three days after Pope John 
Paul- II .said official relanons- 
with the Palestinian were 
being readied.. 

Monsignor Andrea Cor- 
dero Lanza di Montezemolo, 
ihe Vatican's ambassador to 
Israel, told reporters he also 
represented the Pope in 
“Jerusalem and Palestine.” 
The Pope said in the Vati- 
can Gtyoo Saturday that 
Holy See officials were “cur- 
rently preparing the opening 
of official relations with the 
representatives of the Palesti- 
nian people.** 

Mr. Arafat told the envoy: 
“We are proud of the strong 
relations between us and His 
Holiness the Pope. 

“I had meetings many 
times (with him) and we can’t 
forget this statement which 
had been declared by his 
holiness... concerning build- 
ing special relations with 


Palestinian National Author- 
ity ” 

"I sent special greetings 
from my heart to his holiness 
for this strong statement.” 

. - - Mr- Arafat gave the envoy 
a letter for the pontiff to the 
envoy who voiced the Pope's 
wish to visit the Hol> Land. 

The Pope said he hoped 
the establishment of official 
ties would “create a more 
fertile dialogue for all parties, 
and also open up for the 
Roman Catholic communi- 
ties of the Middle East the 
prospect of a peaceful fu- 
ture." 

The PLO has a representa- 
tive office in Rome which 
also covers the Vatican. 

The Vatican normalised re- 
lations with Israel last De- 
cember and exchanged 
ambassadors in June. 

Israel has acknowledged 
the Vatican's stance on inter- 
national guarantees for the 
future of Jerusalem, which 
both Israel and the Palesti- 
nians claim as capital. 


Mubarak says Arab 
boycott of Israel ignored 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab 
boycott of Israel is ignored on 
the ground even though it is 
maintained by the Arab 
League, Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak has said. 

“The Arab boycott of 
Israel practically doesn’t ex- 
ist,” Mr. Mubarak said in an 
interview with a Saudi Ara- 
bian newspaper published 
Monday. 

“Even though the (Arab 
League) decision is still in 
force, companies who do not 
boycott Israel are there in 
one form or another in Arab 
countries. 

“The lifting of the boycott 
would simply be a formal 
measure." he added, while 
warning that “the boycott 
will not be lifted until all 
peace efforts are complete.’* 

“We are not against res- 
cinding the (boycott) deci- 
sion, but we are taking other 
aspects of the situation into 
consideration,” he said, re- 
ferring to stalled Israeli- 
Syrian talks. 

Mr. Mubarak reiterated 
that he hoped to see a peace 
accord between Israel and 
Syria by the end of the year. 

“Mutual trust between the 
two countries is growing, but 
both sides need time to win 


over public opinion in their 
countries,” he said. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
last month again appealed to 
Arab countries to lift the 
economic boycott of Israel. 

But Arab officials say the 
issue will not be raised in the 
next meeting of foreign 
ministers from Arab League 1 
states, scheduled for Sept. 14 
in Cairo. 

However a statement from 
the Arab League Sunday said 
progress in the economic 
boycott would be discussed at 
the meeting. 

The dispute between Jor- 
dan and the Palestinians over 
the future of Jerusalem will 
also be on the agenda, the 
statement said. 

Palestinians have objected 
to an Israeli-Jordanian peace 
declaration, signed in 
Washington on July 25, 
which recognised Jordan’s 
historic role in administering 
Muslim shrines in the holy 
dty. 

Other agenda items, 
agreed by League representa- 
tives Sunday, include “occu- 
pied Jordanian territories,” 
water rights, and the estab- 
lishment of a nuclear-free 
zone in the Middle East. 


Rabin tells army not 
to meddle in politics 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin put the army back in 
its place on Monday after 
military top brass contra- 
dicted his peace policy. 

“The derision is made by 
the elected government." 
Mr. Rabin told the Jerusalem 
Post in an interview to mark 
the Jewish new. year which 
started Monday evening. 

"The military can take a 
position. It is only the politic- 
al level that can reconcile the 
military position and what 
the political level derides it is 
ready to pay for peace. 

“Sometimes you accept the 
military judgement. Some- 
times you don’t.” 

Military chief of staff 
Lieutenant General Ehud 
Barak caused a a storm when 
he declared recently that 
even in peace-time ’ Israel 
should keep the Golan 
Heights. 

Mr. Rabin is negotiating 
with Syria the return of at 
least part if not all of the 
strategic plateau captured in 
the 1967 Middle East war. 

Gen. - Barak’s comments 
were criticised as political by 
several ministers at Sunday’s 
cabinet meeting. 

And then Israel's nonhem 
commander Major General 
Yitzhak Mordechai warned 
Syria’s role in the peace pro- 
cess might be a strategic de- 
ception. 

Mr. Rabin cited two maj'or 
examples of not taking army 
advice when he was previous- 
ly prime minister. 

In early 1977. the army 

insisted Egypt was turning to 
war. but Mr. Rabin said" he 


stuck to his view that Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat was look- 
ing for peace. 

And in 1974, the arniy and 
air force declared it a high 
probability that Syria would 
attack at the end of the first 
mandate of U.N. peacekeep- 
ers on the Golan. The milit- 
ary demanded mobilisation 
of between 50.000 and 70,000 
men. 

Mr. Rabin told the Post he 
. did not believe it and mobil- 
ised only 4,000-5,000 troops. 

Gen. Barak, who is retir- 
ing, issued a statement by 
way of clarification on Mon- 
day saying: "The Israeli army 
will continue to adapt to the 
nation’s changing military 
needs in accordance with 
government decisions." 

On Syria. Mr. Rabin sug- 
gested Israel would be pre- 
pared to accept the Syrian 
military presence in Lebanon 
under a peace treaty. 

“Under the present situa- 
tion in Lebanon, I don’t 
know if any government in 
Beirut can really cope with 
terrorism in the south with- 
out Syrian backing." he said. 

The Post reported that Mr. 
Rabin will appoint deputy 
chief of staff major General 
Amnon Shahak, who has led 
autonomy negotiations with 
the Palestinians, to the top 
military post after the new 
year holidays. 

Gen. Barak was expected 
to enter politics and join the 
Labour Parry following his 
retirement. 

Meanwhile, President Ezer 
Weianan on Sunday told the 
government to be patient in 
its peace talks with Svria. 
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Algerian authorities, opposition 
resume reconciliation talks 


ALGIERS (AFP) — New 
negotiations between Alger- 
ia's military-backed govern- 
ment and the opposition 
opened here on Monday 
amid hopes that Muslim fun- 
damentalist leaders would 
join the talks aimed at ending 
radical Islamic insurgency. 

The talks, chaired by Presi- 
dent Liamine Zeroual. bring 
government representatives 
together with five moderate 
opposition groups who re- 
cently demanded that the 
banned Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) be allowed to 
rake part. 

They follow a series of 
meetings between the author- 
ities and FIS leaders, includ- 
ing talks last Tuesday be- 
tween General Mohammad 
Betchine. a senior aide to 
Mr. Zeroual. and the presi- 
de... -d vice-president of the 
outlaw-*-* front. Abassi 
M*“1ani and Ali Belhadj. in 
their ..<ilitary prison in Blida. 
accordin'* informed 
sources. 

Senior members of the FIS 
demanded on Sunday that 
the ban on their movement 
be lifted and their jailed col 
leagues freed if their move- 
ment is to join peace negotia- 
tions. 

The talks in Blida focussed 
on a possible ceasefire be- 
tween the security forces and 
armed fundamentalists after 
rwo-and-a-half years of in- 
surgency which has claimed 
more than 3.000 lives. Press 
reports said Mr. Madani has 
offered a conditional 
"truce." 

But armed FIS supporters 
are at odds with the most 
hardline extremist move- 
ment, the Armed Islamic 
Group (GIA). which refuses 
to negotiate and has targetted 
foreigners, academics, 
teachers and schools as part 
of its campaign against the 
authorities. 

The FIS was banned in 
March 1992. two months af- 
ter the army intervened in 
January 1992 to bring about 
the cancellation of the second 
round of independent Alger- 


By W illiam MacLean 
Reuter 

KUWAIT — Kuwait, de- 
manding former occupier 
Iraq recognise it as a 
sovereign state, has laun- 
ched a fresh diplomatic 
offensive to counter an 
energetic campaign by 
Baghdad for the lifting of 
crippling Gulf war sanc- 
tions. 

The tiny oil-exporter has 
sent envoys to tell the 
world its large neighbour 
has yet to recognise the 
state it occupied in 1990-91 
or free hundreds of 
Kuwaitis it allegedly holds. 

"A Muslim should never 
be bitten twice from the 
same den," Information 
Minister Sheikh Saud A1 
Sabah was quoted as saying 
by the London-based A1 
Wasat magazine. "We 
were stung so many times 
we should remain vigilant." 

Diplomats from both 
countries have moved into 
top gear ahead of a U.N. 
Security Council regular 
60-day review in mid- 
September of Iraqi com- 
pliance with the curbs pre- 
venting the resumption of 
vita! oil exports and normal 
trade. 

Iraq last month stepped 
up efforts to end the four 
years of economic and poli- 
tical isolation which fol- 
lowed the August 1990 in- 
vasion and subsequent 
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Lamioe Zeroul 

ia's first free general election, 
which it was poised to win. 

State radio reported that 
the five parties to the talks 
gave the government a 14- 
point memorandum calling 
for "appeasement measures" 
such as the release of Islamic 
detainees and the raising of 
the state of emergency im- 
posed in February 1992. 

Three parties allied in a 
"democratic movement" are 
boycotting the talks, whose 
aim is to work out the condi- 
tions necessary for free elec- 
r ; is after the transition 
period, which was originally 
due to last three years from 
Mr. Zeroual 's appointment 
in January. 

The Socialist Forces Front 
(FFS) of Hocine Ail Ahmed 
declared that no “new ele- 
ments" had emerged to en- 
courage it to the negotiating 
table, while the Rally for 
Culture and Democracy 
(RCD) party of Said Sadi and 
Ettahaddi. the former com- 
munist party, are opposed to 
any dealings with fun- 
damentalists and have said 
politics and religion should 
not be mixed up. 

Efforts to secure a cease- 
fire have so far run up against 
vehement opposition from 
the GIA. which on Monday 
said high schools and univer- 
sities should remain closed or 
risk attack and set conditions 
for opening other schools 
when the new academic year 
begins on Saturday. 

A GIA tract said that tui- 


tion could resume for chil- 
dren aged between six and 15 
— provided that all women 
teachers and girls over the 
ase of puberty wore the Isla- 
mic veil, that mixed classes 
are abolished, that girls re- 
ceive no physical education 
and that all music teaching 
ceases. 

Schoolgirls not wearing the 
veil have already been gun- 
ned down in the streets and 
teachers shot in front of their 
classes. 

Some 400 primary and 
secondary schools have 
already been burned or 
bombed since June, but the 
government said several of 
diem have been repaired to 
take pupils from Sept. 10- 
Higher Education Minister 
Boubakeur Benbouzid has 
announced that 1.500 secur- 
ity personnel will be recruited 
to guard universities. 

Taking part in the talks are 
the former sole ruling 
National Liberation Front 
(FLN), former President 
Ahmed Ben Bella's Move- 
ment for Democracy in 
Algeria (MDA). the Alge- 
rian Renewal Party (PRA) 
and two moderate Islamic 
parties. 

French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe said that 
attempts to bring about poli- 
tical dialogue in Algeria were 
going “in the right direction" 
even if some parties "still 
refuse to take part.” 

In an interview published 
by Monday's edition of the 
daily Le Monde, Mr. Juppe 
added that "one may hope, in 
view notably of certain rifts in 
the Muslim front, that one 
day tnese attempts will lead 
to something." 

He was apparently refer- 
ring to Muslims putting press- 
ure on the radicals to lay 
down their arms and negoti- 
ate with the authoritiesr 

Mr. Juppe said that it was 
up to "the Algerian author- 
ities to say within what limits 
and with whom dialogue can 
be conducted and up to the 
different Algerian political 
forces to set their terms for 
participation. 



Islamic Jihad cl 
killing of Israeli s 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — The Islamic Jihad 
group said in a leaflet on 
Monday that its guerrillas kil- 
led an Israeli solider in the 
Gaza Strip as part of a “holy 
struggle to liberate Pales- 
tine." 

Gunmen in a moving car 
killed the soldier and wound- 
ed two in the strip on Sunday 
near Jewish settlements 
where Israelis still patrol 
under a May accord handing 
over most of Gaza to Palesti- 
nian rule. 

On Sunday, Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin’s special 
adviser on terrorism warned 
Israelis that guerrillas could 
strike at home or abroad to 
marie the Jewish new year 
holiday that started Monday 



“The holy 

mic forces dedaw* 0 ? 

“fry fa- 

which was « 

automatic 

unit of Martyr 5 *" 0 * 
Harb against a 
tbe infidel 
the leaflet — 

•This . 
reality of" our 
struggle and o 
blood and ma: 
the land of Pak 
aied from die 
enemy." 


The group, an 
Israefi-Palestimah' 
all of its guerrilla^ 
safely to base. ' 


Norwegian Prime Minister Gro Harlem countries are to discuss a 20-year action plan 
Brundtland arrives at the International Con- to slow population growth and development in 
ference on Population and Development Mon- ' Third World countries (see story page 11 (AFP 
day in Cairo, where 3,500 delegates from 182 photo) 


Rabbani hopes for peace talks, 
but says no to ex- communists 


Israel urges Palestinia 
to counter Islamists 


~ v ~ .. - t _t-» fell ' arer 


KABUL (AFP) — President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani’s 
administration hopes to 
negotiate a settlement to 
Afghanistan's years-long con- 
flict but remains adamant 
that ex-communist factions 
be excluded from any talks, 
an official spokesman said 
Monday. 

Recent peace talks in Isla- 
mabad sponsored by U.N. 
special envoy Mahmud Mes- 
tiri foundered, because Mr. 
Rabbani refused to send rep- 
resentatives to meet with an 
opposition delegation that in- 
cluded one-time communists 
loyal to Uzbek militia boss 
General Abdul Rashid Dos- 
tam. 

"We don't think Mahmud 
Mestiri received a sound con- 
sultation about the inclusion 
of Dostam in the peace nego- 
tiations." said Mr. Rabbani’s 
piess spokesman Abdul Aziz 
Morad. 


"With the exception of one 
or two factions, no Afghan 
leader has announced a wil- 
lingness to talk with Dos- 
tam," Mr. Morad said. 

Mr. Morad charged that 
Hezb-i-Islami faction leader 
Gulbuddin Hekmaryar — a 
military ally of Gen. Dostam 
— was responsible for the 
failure of the latest United 
Nations initiative by insisting 
on the inclusion of the Uzbek 
leader. 

Mr. Morad expressed the 
Kabul administration's sup- 
port for U.N. participation in 
trying to solve the Afghan 
crisis, but repeated that 
peace talks should not be 
held outside the country. 

He said he backed a plan 
for the Loya Jirga. or nation- 
al gathering of peoples' rep- 
resentatives. to meet next 
month in order to settle the 
dispute over the country’s 


leadership. 

Mr. Morad also said the 
state was working on a new 
peace proposal to present to 
the United Nations. 

Meanwhile, fighting con- 
tinued for the thud consecu- 
tive day south of Kabul near 
Pul- i- A lam, capital of Logar 
province, where Hezb-i-lslami 
fighters are attempting to dis- 
lodge Mr. Rabbani 's Jamiat- 
i-I&lami faction. 

Fighting has raged since a 
coalition of Muslim forces 
ousted the country's com- 
munist government, but then 
broke up into a kaleidoscope 
of factions attempting to 
seize power. 

A heavy mid-afternoon 
rocket bombardment broke 
the relative calm of the capit- 
al Monday, but it was not 
immediately clear if any side 
had started an infantry offen- 
sive. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin on 
Monday issued his sternest 
warning yet to the Palesti- 
nians to tackle terrorism or 
risk derailing the peace pro- 
cess. 

“I am beginning to feel 
that they (the Palestinian Au- 
thority) are going too for." he 
told state radio after tbe mur- 
der of an Israeli army corporal 
and wounding of two other 
soldiers in a Gaza Strip 
ambush. 

“1 will not say any more,” 
he added ominously in a Jew- 
ish new year address on state 
radio. 

“I am not in the habit of 
making threats, but we insist, 
if the authority does not 
change its way of dealing with 
terrorism... it will be very 
hard to go on. 

Mr. Rabin explained he 
was not “talking about a total 
halt" to terror. 

“We are still demanding 
that the Palestinian Author- 
ity takes action against the 
terrorist movements, namely 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad, 
who openly call for the pur- 
suit of terrorism against 
Israelis with the avowed in- 
tention of damaging or halt- 


ing the (peace) process 
the Palestinians." ' 

He recalled Israel*! 
tradition request agai^ 
Islamic fundamenta l^ 
pects who took refuge i 
self-rule Gaza Strip afe 
murder of two Israefi 
Ram la, near Tel Avi» 
Aug. 26. 

“We have had no n 
to our request concernm 
two men who carried cj 
attack in Ramla. I cannot 
they have done soma 
about this. We have to| 
the Palestinians to fulfill 
commitments,” Mr, d. 
said. 

The fundamentalist 
Jihad claimed respond 
for killing an Israeli a 
corporal late Sunday 
wounding two other so k 
in an ambush which left 
Palestinians hurt. 

Israeli chief of staff 
nant General Ehud 
also urged the Palestini 
act. 

“Israel expects the 
man leadership and 
fulfill their part in gg 
teeing Israeli security® 
we can move forward^ 
the peace process," hell 
the radio. 




Kuwait counters 
Iraqi campaign 
on sanctions 


U.S.-led campaign to liber- 
ate Kuwait. It sent officials 
to lobby Russia. France. 
Pakistan, Indonesia and 
Morocco among other 
states. 

Kuwaiti foreign ministry 
undersecretary Suleiman 
A] Shaheen this week starts 
a tour of Egypt, China and 
Security Council president 
New Zealand with mes- 
sages from Foreign Minis- 
ter Sheikh Sabah Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah. 

“Wherever the Iraqis go 
we will follow,” said a 
Kuwaiti official. “You will 
see us turning up when they 
have left, to explain the 
justness of our policy.” 

Sheikh Salem Al Sabah, 
who heads a search for 
Kuwait's Gulf war missing, 
will attend a meeting in 
Geneva on Tuesday of a 
multinational committee 
overseeing the release of 
prisoners. 

Kuwait says Iraq still 
holds 600 Kuwaitis and 


third country nationals in- 
cluding Saudis, Iranians, 
Egyptians, Syrians. Indians 
and Lebanese detained 
during the occupation. 

Iraq has long denied it 
holds any Kuwaitis. 

But on July 1 in a meet- 
ing of the committee Iraqi 
officials promised to probe 
the missing Kuwaitis' fate 
and they may make a state- 
ment on the subject at 
Tuesday's meeting. 

Iraq has refused to recog- 
nise the border or give ex- 
plicit and authoritative rec- 
ognition of Kuwaiti 
sovereignty. But it has 
hinted it may issue a state- 
ment on those questions 
ahead of the mid- 
September review. 

Kuwait insists any recog- 
nition be made by a top 
Iraqi official and published 
in the Iraqi government 
gazette. Iraq should also 
submit the statement to the 
U.N. Security Council as a 


permanent U.N. docu- 
ment, Kuwaiti officials say. 

Kuwait says even if Iraq 
meets all international de- 
mands. it will never be 
trustworthy and points as 
an example to passages in 
Iraqi school books describ- 
ing Kuwait as Iraqi land. 

Baghdad has made prog- 
ress complying with Gulf 
war resolutions that called 
for it to scrap its weapons 
of mass destruction and for 
long-term monitoring to 
ensure it does not reacquire 
forbidden arms. 

But most council mem- 
bers insist that before sanc- 
tions can be lifted, Bagh- 
dad must also unequivocal- 
ly recognise the sovereignty 
of Kuwait and its U.N.- 
demarcated borders. 

There is virtually no 
chance of an easing of sanc- 
tions at the September re- 
view. but some council 
members might want to 
issue statement commend- 
ing Baghdad for complying 
with some resolutions. 

There is speculation that 
the council might go furth- 
er and say that arrange- 
ments for long term moni- 
toring of Iraqi facilities 
with a military potential 
were in place and that a 
trial period lasting six 
months or possibly longer 
could begin. 


Yemen’s last Jews torn between 
staying home or emigrating 



By Katherine Roth 

Agence France Presse 

SAADA. Yemen — Ye- 
men's dwindling group of 
Jews is torn between 
staying in their Islamic 
homeland or accepting 
offers to emigrate to Israel 
or elsewhere. 

Nowhere is their dilem- 
ma more evident than in 
Saada. a mountain town 
near the border with Saudi 
Arabia where a once- 
thriving Jewish community 
has shrunk to several dozen 
people. 

Jews here say they now 
number fewer than 300 in 
the whole of Yemen, 
though authorities put the 
figure at 2,000. The few 
who remain live mostly in 
the north but say the press- 
ure to leave is strong. 

In early August, Israel 
said negotiations were 
underway with Yemen to 
allow the last few Jews to 
leave. 

More than 60,000 have 
gone to Israel since its crea- 
tion in 1948. 

“We still have enough 
people for the minimum of 
ten necessary to perform 
Saturday services, but that 
might not be true for long." 


lamented Moshe Khobani. 
one of Saada's two rabbis. 

There is no local synago- 
gue in Saada. 245 
kilometres north of Sanaa, 
and the only Hebrew school 
here war forced to dose 
because there were not 
enough Jewish students to 
attend. 

Most Yemeni Jews are 
taught Hebrew and other 
subjects at home by their 
parents and religious tradi- 
tions are passed down from 
generation to generation. 

At first glance, nothing 
separates Mr. Khobani 
from other Yemenis. 
Yemeni Jews dress as Mus- 
lims except they don’t have 
the right to wear the Jam- 
bia. a curved dagger. 

Few wear Jewish 
headgear, preferring che- 
quered headscarfs that re- 
semble the Arab kuffieh. 

Yemeni Jews are known 
for their skilled silver work, 
but as the community dis- 
appears so do the arts for 
which it has long been 
famous. 

Six yeas ago there were 
more than 100 Jewish silver 
craftsmen in Saada. Today 
Mr. Khobani is one of few- 
er than 20 remaining sil- 
versmiths here. 
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“Many families are leav- 
ing and that makes it hard 
on tiie few of us who re- 
main. If everyone else 
leaves we'll finally be 
obliged to go too," Mr. 
Khobani said as he crafted 
silver pieces in his work- 
shop. 

Yemeni Jews say they are 
offered money, education 
and job opportunities from 
international Jewish orga- 
nisations vying for their 
attention if they agree to go 
abroad. 

Yousef Soleiman Habib, 
another Jew from Saada. 
said four families went to 
the United States recently 
under the sponsorship of a 
New York-based Jewish 
group with close ties to the 
Israeli government. 

Members of the U.S. 
group staying at a small 
hotel in Sanaa refused to 
comment on their mission 
or give the official name of 
their organisation. 

Some 32 other Yemeni 
Jews, mainly youths, left 
the country with the help of 
an Ashkenazi, or central 
European. Jewish organisa- 
tion that is also based in 
New York. 

"I spent a month in New 
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York "eighi month 
the invitation of tb^ 
nazis." said Mr. 
whose grandparents! 
to Israel three yea 
“But my home 
and I’m staying in Y 
Yousef Zareb, 40, w 
too would remain ct 
though many of his rriatfr 
had emigrated. "I'm Yea 
ni. Where do you wanti 
to go? I have never eh 
been south of Sanaa," I 
said. 

Because the Jewish ca 
munity has become i 
small, some members fa 
converted to Islam in on* 
to marry. One of M 
Habib's sisters has manie 
a Muslim tribesman. 

His other sister wort 
that her young son bn 
will not be able to find 
Jewish girl to many if 4 
family remains in YeffiS 
Remaining Jews also ® 
counter difficulties ca 
m unseating with relatives 
the United States and e$ 
dally Israel. 

The Yemeni goveraffl 
has said Jews are freed 
leave or stay. “They 
Yemenis like any o 
Yemenis." insisted ' » 
Saada governor Ali 
Qaisi. 
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Tomato 

String beans 
Watermelon 
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Co mmuni cations ministry approves 
new phone line application procedures 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Minister of 
Post and Communications 
Hashem Dabbas has re- 
cently approved new proce- 
dures that were submitted 
by the Telecommunications 
Corporation (TCC) to ease 
the application process for 
new telephone lines. 

According to officials at. 
the TCC. one of the main 
changes is that the family 
book is no longer the sole 
proof of identity, and now 
individuals applying for a 
telephone line can either 
present a passport or family 
book. 

Also, they said, indi- 
viduals are no longer 


obliged to appear at the 
main TCC office in Jabal 
Amman to pick up their 
approval certificates. In- 
stead, the officials said, ap- 
plicants can proceed to the 
nearest TCC office to 
obtain the document and 
finish the procedures. 

According to the offi- 
cials, the new procedure 
would also serve people in 
remote areas by facilitating 
their application process in 
one department. 

In addition, they said, it 
is no longer necessary for 
individuals to come in per- 
son to apply for a tele- 
phone line, ’rather he/sbe 
can authorise a family 
member to file their ap- 
plications. 


The TCC officials also 
said that a trade licence was 
no longer needed as proof 
to obtain a commercial 
telephone. 

According to Abdul 
Hamid Hiari, director of 
the Procurement Depart- 
ment at the Ministry of 
Post and Communications, 
new telephone directories 
are expected to be avail- 
able soon. 

He told the Jordan Times 
Monday that the depart- 
ment is seeking the best 
offer for the publication 
and printing of the direc- 
tory. 

Mr. Hiari said that they 
are looking for a company 
that would meet their con- 
ditions and specifications. 


adding that the company 
selected to print the direc- 
tories will be responsible 
for distributing them as 
well. 

He added that the TCC 
wants to give the copyright 
of the directory to the com- 
pany that wins the pub- 
lishing contract. 

In 1993. a TCC tele- 
phone directory was 
printed, but it was not dis- 
tributed because the cor- 
poration deemed that the 
printed work did not meer 
the specific regulations and 
requirements of the TCC, 
Mr. Hiari said. 

He added that prefer- 
ence would be given to 
local publishers for the 
printing of the directory. 
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providing training to young 
men and women in trades 
required by local and other 
Arab labour markets. 

Since the start of the prog- 
rammes, the ministry has 
trained more than 100,000 
students through 230 voca- 
tional centres, he said adding 
that the ministry currently 
employs 3,000 instructors to 
provide the training. 

The vocational schools 
produce various items which 
are sold to the public earning 
the JD 400,000 annually. The 
revenues are sent to the state 
treasury, added Mr. Nasral- 
lah. 

At the outset of the cere- 
mony, Education Minister 
Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh said 


be was pursuing efforts with 
the Council of Ministers to 
improve the pay and living 
conditions of teachers. 

He said he hoped that the 
ministry's budget next year 
would provide allocations to 
help achieve this goal. 

At the ceremony it was 
announced that Irbid Gov- 
emorate won the first prize 
for organising the best exhibi- 
tion of items produced by its 
vocational centres. 

The ministry and organised 
a compeptition for its voca- 
tional centres training which 
instruct students in industrial, 
agricultural, nursing, hotel 
management, domestic scien- 
ces and other fields. 
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REVIEWING OLYMPIC MEETING: hfiuis- 
ter of Youth Fawaz Abul Ghanam highlights 
Asoksnos he took part in at a meeting of an 
Olympic conference held in Paris last week. 
The International Olympic Committee (IOC) 


fjjcfiKwt at its centennial conference several 
issues related the Olympic movement, said the 
minister following his return. A total of 3,427 
people took part in the six-day meeting (Petra 
photo) 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 

House speaker holds talks in Beirut University students open camp event 


BEIRUT (Petra) — Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament Taber A1 Masri Monday 
met here with his Lebanese counterpart 
Nabih Bern. Discussion between the two 
parliamentarians covered the peace process 
and Jordanian-Lebanese parliamentary coop- 
eration. Mr. Masri is on a several-day visit to 
the Lebanese capital. 

GAA chief to head for Oman for talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — Ahmad Jweiber, the 
chief of the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) 
leaves for Oman Tuesday at the head of a 
delegation on a several-day visit. Mr. Jweiber 
is to bold tails with the Omani Civil Aviation 
Authority on p r omo ting Jordanian-Omani 
cooperation in air transport. 


KARAK (Petra) — A total of 160 students 
from Jordanian universities opened a 10-day 
camp activities event on the grounds of the 
Karak Government Community College. The 
event, organised by the Ministry of Youth, is 
designed to give the young people an oppor- 
tunity to contribute to voluntary service in 
their communities, according to Majed 
Qteishat, the ministry secretary general. 

tt^iangroc^inv^Jori^3imtoec(»KXTUcmeetiJig 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Amman Chamber 
of Industry has received an invitation addres- 
sed to Jordanian businesspersons to take part 
in an economic conference to be held in the 
Italian city of Turino next month. 
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SONG FESTIVAL 

* Children's song festival at the Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre at 5:00 pan. 

ANNUAL CONCERT 

Annual twp ft dj k nlflyinp Circassiail folk- 
- lore entitled “The Last KBight” by Al Jed 
A1 JadM Qnh at the dub’s premises, 
Jabal Amman, 7th Circle at 8£0 pan. 
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ft ABC News Plg hli gh ts and MacNeil- 
Lehrer News Hour at the American Cen- 
ter at 5:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

fahibition of oil paintings by Iraqi artists 
- Sa’d A1 Ta’i, tST to and Mahdi AI 

. AsswtiatAl‘AinAitGaBery(Tel.644451). 
Exhibition of photographs on nature and 
• environment at the Royal Society for the 
Protection of Nature. 

ft EnliiiMtft m 'of Paiestinian heritage at the 


Vocational A sso c i ati on Complex, Shmdsa- 
nL 

ft Exhibition of household items at the Am- 
man International Motor Exhibition, Air- 
port Road (Td 827408). 

<r Exhibition of paintings by selected Iraqi 
artists at Aha Art Gallery (Td. 639303). 

☆ Exhibition of Jordanian-made commodities 

at the Internationa] Exhibition Centre, 1 
University Road (TeL 847113). i 

☆ “The Dines Exhibit” — b eginnings of; 
photography in Jerusalem and the Holy ' 
Land at the American Center exhibition i 
hall, Abdoun. 

A Exhibition of paintings entitled “Fantazia 
II” (d ep i cting M a m ie style) by Iraqi artist 
Widad Orfeli at Ortoli Art Gallery, Umm 
Utbetoa (Td. 820932). 

ft Exhibition entitled “Time-2 Space 1” by 
Sarnia Zarou at Darat AI Funun of the 
Abdul Hamecd Sbouum Foundation In Jab- 
al Lnwrihdeh. Also showing “permanent” 

exhibition of 56 Arab contemporary artists 
(TeL 643251/2). 


Minister outlines plans to ^grade transportation sector 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
ministry of transport is study- 
ing the feasibility of Unking 
Jordan with neighbouring 
Arab states via a railway net- 
work with Syria and Iraq as 
its first destination, according 
to Transportation Minister 
Samir Kawar. 

From Syria, the proposed 
railway could later be ex- 
tended to European coun- 
tries, said the minister Mon- 
day. 

He said that although these 
projects are very costly, they 
are strategic ally important in 
the transportation of goods 
and travellers to and from 
Jordan. 

“We are undertaking this 
study because we realise that 
Jordan could benefit from the 
railway service since it enjoys 
a strategically important cen- 
tral location in the region,” 
added the minister. 

The ministry is also plan- 
ning to develop the railway 
stretching from the phos- 
phate mines at Hassa and 
Abiad in southern Jordan to 
include a new railroad linking 
the Shidieh mines with 
Aqaba where the phosphate 
is loaded onto ships, said Mr. 
JKawar,_ . 

Tbe-Hijaz Railway, built in 
1902, will also be reactivated 
to serve the tourism sector, 
he said. 

Discussing overland trans- 
portation in Jordan, Mr. 
Kawar said the present sys- 
tem is unacceptable and un- 
satisfactory. 

Jordan boasts 400 bus com- 
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A diesel-powered locomotive leads passenger cars ' 
along the route of the Hjjaz Railway in eastern 
Amman . The Hijaz Railway was built at the turn of 

parties but these are unable to Jordan lack bus service, and 


the century to facilitate the travel of pilgrims between 
Damascus and the holy cities of Mecca and Medina 
(File photo) 


meet public transportation 
needs, nor is there an effi- 
cient system to conntroi these 
companies’ operations, he 
complained. 

Noting that many areas of 


that in many cases the ex- 
isting companies’ interests 
conflict, the minister said 
there is an urgent need to 
recognise the public trans- 
portation system and raise its 
operational standard. 


The Ministry of Trans- Jorda 

portation, he said , is enlisting Aqabs 

qualified persons to study Red i 

and suggest ideas for over- receivi 

hauling the system. rious t 

east o; 

Referring to maritime Eastai 

transport, die minister said coast. 


Jordan intent is making 
Aqaba the main port in the 
Red Sea zone, capable of 
receiving and handling va- 
rious types of goods shipped 
east of the Suez, to the Far 
East and to the South African 


Tor the sake of educating children’ , 
Jordan to host first children’s song festival 


By Angham Tamimi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The First 
Jordanian Festival of Chil- 
dren’s Song, organised by 
the Ministry of Culture, 
will be opened at the Royal 
Cultural Centre Tuesday 
evening “to throw light on 
and to discover local 
creativity in order to im- 
prove it for the sake of 
educating children,” minis- 
try Secretary General 
Mohammad Amaireh 
announced Monday. 

The festival was sche- 
duled to be held last year, 
said Mr. Amaireh at a press 
conference, but the written 
texts presented to the high- 
er committee were unsatis- 
factory. All Jordanian gov- 
ernors tes introduced low- 
level texts, be said. So, “we 
decided to delay the festiv- 
al one year," Mr. Amaireh 
said. 

“Thirty texts were 
selected for this year’s fes- 
tival out of the 130 pre- 
sented, although we are not 
completely satisfied with 
this best,” said Mr. 
Amaireh. "I can say I feel 
70% happy with them, but 
it sounds illogical to delay 
the festival another year. 
So, we established a basis, 
started the first step, and 
hope further steps will 
come nexr.” 

He explained that songs 
submitted should meet 
several conditions to be 
selected. 

The song should deal 
with national, educational, 
social or cultural topics, 
should be written in simple 
standard Arabic, should 
take less than three mi- 
nutes to be sung, and 
should not be previously 
published or broadcast 
elsewhere. 

The "crisis” in producing 
creative texts can be easily 
observed in adult theatre 


and adult literature 
throughout the Arab 
World, said Mr. Amaireh. 

Poetry, he added, is no 
exception. No doubt that 
children's songs suffer as 
well, according to Mr. 
Amaireh. 

All the selected songs 
and scores for Tuesday’s 
festival have been collected 
in a booklet that will be 
distributed to the atten- 
dees. 

The festival, according to 
Mr. Amaireh, was bom to 
achieve several targets, 
such as, to enrich the 
child’s education with new 
songs, to encourage writers 
and composers to produce 
works for children and to 
encourage using simple 
standard Arabic in chil- 
dren's books. 

Colloquial Egyptian may 
be acceptable for children’s 
songs, according to Mr. 
Amaireh, but not collo- 
quial Jordanian. So, stan- 
dard Arabic solves the 
problem, he maintained. 

Besides, “singing stan- 
dard Arab songs is a new 
method of teaching chil- 
dren their native language, 
and to help them love it. 
We should not look down 
to children's abilities, be- 
cause any creative work 
springs from them,” said 
Mr. Amaireh. 

A variety of activities will 
be presented during the 
four-day festival including 
song performances at the 

RCC’s theatre and a sym- 
posium at the conference 
auditorium. 

Three Arab music 
pioneers will participate in 

the symposium including 
renowned Iraqi musician 

Munir Bashir, the secretary 
genera! of the Arab 
Academy of Music of the 
Arab League. Egyptian 
Retiba Hafni, the an con- 
sultant of the Cairo Opera 



A brochure announcing the First Jorda 
held from Sept. 6-9 


Festival of Children’s Songs to be 


House, and Syrian Ilham 
Abu Su’oud, the first 

teacher of musical educa 


tion in Syria. 


In addition. Kifah 


Fakhouri, director of the 


National Music Conserva- 


tory of Noor AI Hussein 
Foundation, and other 
Jordanian musicians will 


take pan in the festival. 


One of the songs, said 
Mr. Amaireh, will be care- 
folly chosen for inclusion in 
the Third Arab Music Fes 
tival to be held in Cairo 
October. 
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Gore: Haiti leaders will 
leave ‘one way or another* 


WASHINGTON (R) — Vice 
President A1 Gore said Sun- 
day that Haiti's military lead- 
ers will have to leave “one 
way or another." 

Mr. Gore said that “the 
world community is out- 
raged, the United States is 
outraged" at what he called 
Haiti's “illegal dictators” of 
military rulers and their 


abuses of power. 

Asked on NBC Televi- 
sion's “meet the press” if a 
U.S. invasion of Haiti was 
inevitable, Mr. Gore replied, 
“it is not inevitable if the 
illegal dictators in Haiti de- 
cide to comply with the world 
community's wishes and de- 
mands embodied in the Un- 
ited Nation's Resolution 940 


and leave of their own 
accord. 

“We have made it clear 
that the regime there is going 
to leave one way or another,” 
Mr. Gore said. 

But be gave no inkling as 
to when and if the United 
States would set a deadline 
for any invasion if Haiti’s 
military leadership, headed 


by Lieutenant General Raoul 
Cedras, continued to defy 
U.S. demands that they cede 
power to exiled President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 

Deputy .Secretary of State 

strobe Talbott said last week 
that options other than inva- 
sion nave nearly been ex- 
hausted and U.S. military 
officials have talked openly 
about preparations for an in- 
vasion. 

Haiti’s 7,000-member 
miltiary force, which has few- 
er than a dozen armoured 
personnel carriers and only 
light weapons, is ill-equipped 
to defend against an Amer- 
ican invasion force. 

On Saturday. Representa- 
tive Lee Hamilton said the 
United States was dose to 
military intervention in Haiti, 
"... unless we can have a 
dramatic diplomatic initia- 
tive... or perhaps some open- 
ing that might come through 
some of the secret activities 
that are going on. 

“I can’t be specific about 
that, but there are some acti- 
vities,” Mr. Hamiltion, the 
chairman of the House Fore- 
ign Affairs Committee, said 
on CNN’s “Newsmaker 
Saturday" programme, de- 
clining to say what they were. 






Bloody battle looms in 
French presidential poll 


Haitian military leader Raoul Cedras (left) and his wife Jarnkfc Prosper (centre) enter a 
church In Port-An-Prince Haiti (AFP photo) 


Australia’s 
Evans calls 
for U.N. 
military 
force 

SYDNEY (R) — Australian 
aid offidals Monday sup- 
ported calls by Foreign 
Minister Gareth Evans for a 
permanent U.N. military 
force paid for from existing 
national defence budgets or 
an international tax or levy. 

Care Australia, involved in 
Rwanda, Somalia and Cam- 
bodia, Monday called for 
more coordinated U.N. milit- 
ary involvement in aid mis- 
sions. 

“Somalia proved how suc- 
cessful a joint relief effort can 
be during times of large-scale 
disaster... and we all hope 
that future emergencies will 
comprise an even more effec- 
tive and coordinated military 
response,” said National 
Director Ian Harris. 

Community Aid Abroad 
(CAA) also backed Mr. 
Evans’ plan. 

“We support the plan 
strongly, with the caveat that 
there are well-trained, well 
coordinated troops,” Execu- 
tive Director Jeremy Hobbs 
said. 

Mr. Hobbs said the 
thousands of deaths in the 
Rwandan-Zaire border re- 
fugee camps could have been 
avoided bad the United Na- 
tions mobilised a force more 
quickly and prevented the 
mass exodus from Rwanda. 

In the latest edition of the 
U.S. magazine Foreign Poli- 
cy, published Sunday, Mr. 
Evans described the U.N.’s 
peacekeeping system as 
makeshift, under- trained, ill- 
equipped and slow. 

“Although the idea of the 
U.N. standing force has in 
die past been ruled out as 
unrealistic, including by me, 
the U.N.'s recent impotence 
in the face of genocide gives 
cause for reconsideration,” 
Mr. Evans said. 

Mr. Evans said a standing 
force could be paid for by a 
contribution of five per cent 
of defence budgets by all 
U.N. members, resulting in a 
U.N. security budget of $40 
billion, 10 times the body's 
current peacekeeping 
budget. 

Alternatively, financing 
could come from a levy on 
international air travel — a 
flat $10 per passenger levy 
would yield $3 billion — or a 
turnover tax on foreign- 
exchange transactions of ab- 
out 0.1 per cent. 

“Cost wifl " be the key 
reason, though not the only 
one, for member states re- 
sisting the creation of a rapid 
reaction force of any size,” 
Mr. Evans wrote. 

Mr. Evans said a U.N. 
military force must be com- 
plimented with preventive di- 
plomacy and called for the 
creation of six regional U.N. 
preventive diplomacy units, 
staffed by senior U.N. offic- 
ers familiar with their region- 
al issues. 

~ The foreign minister also 
called for an administrative 
reorganisation of the United 
Nations involving the crea- 
tion of four deputy secretar- 
ies genera], one responsible 
for peace-building ana huma- 
nitarian affairs, to make man- 
agement more efficient. 


PARIS (AFP) — A bloody 
battle loomed Monday within 
France's ruling right-wing 
coalition after Gaullist leader 
Jacques Chirac threw his hat 
in the ring for next year's 
presidential poll in a bid to 
gain the upper hand from 
Prime Minister Edouard Bal- 
ladur. 

Mr. Balladur. so far an 
undeclared candidate for the 
top job, faced a split within 
his government as ministers 
stated their preferences, 
opening up the prospects for 
two Gaullist candidates in the 
presidential election next 
April and May. 

Mr. Chirac, president of 
the Rally For the Republic 
(RPR) Party, opened fire at 
the weekend as Mr. Balladur 
continued to fly high in opin- 
ion polls, with one survey 
crediting the prime minister 
with a popularity rating of 60 
per cent. 

Another poll said that if 
American-style primary elec- 
tions were held to pick a 
conservative candidate, Mr. 
Balladur would win with 44 
per cent of the vote, com- 
pared with 31 per cent for 
Chirac. 

Mr. Bahadur's persistent 
high standing in the polls 
forced Mr. Chirac to react or 
eclipse. 

Addressing a seminar of 
the RPR youth wing in Bor- 
deaux over the weekend, the 
Gaullist leader made it abun- 
dantly clear he will stand for 
election, even though he 
stopped short of a formal 
declaration of candidacy. 

To cries of “Chirac for 
president,” he made a thinly- 
veiled attack on Mr. Balla- 
dur, his former protege with- 
in the RPR, accusing him of 
betrayal and ingratitude. 

Mr. Chirac recalled the 
“pact” between himself and 
Mr. Balladur after the right's 
landslide legislative victory 
over the Socialists in March 
1993. Under the pact, the 
premiership was for Mr. Bal- 
ladur. while Mr. Chirac was 
to devote himself to his pres- 
idential campaign. 

“It is human nature for 
ambitions to come out into 
the open,” Mr. Chirac said, 
“but at the end of the road, 
unity must prevail, for the 
interest of France demands 
it. and this is no empty word 
for Gaullists.” 

Far from encouraging uni- 


ty. 61-year-old Chirac 
opened up a split within the 
governing coalition, and pre- 
sented Mr. Balladur with a 
scenario he has been trying to 
avoid — a premature pres- 
idential campaign poisoning 
the remaining eight months 
of his government. 

Foreign Minister Alain 
Juppe, who is RPR secretary- 
general, signalled the start of 
the battle Friday night by 
plumping openly for Mr. 
Chirac. 

Mr. Juppe told the semi- 
nar: “If Jacques Chirac shows 
the way. you will be there — 
and I will be with you — to 
follow him.” 

Mr. Juppe at once reaf- 
firmed his “loyalty" to the 
government, but the clear 
support for a Chirac candida- 
cy by such a prominent mem- 
ber of the government could 
only embarrass the 64-year- 
old Balladur. 

The remarks were a switch 
for Mr. Juppe, who only last 
month had said that the RPR 
would have to choose be- 
tween the two rivals, im- 
plying for the first time that 
the party’s candidate would 
not automatically be Mr. 
Chirac. 

Opinion polls have shown 
that Mr. Chirac, already a 
loser in presidential elections 
in 1981 and 1988, could be 
defeated by Jacques Delors. 
68, the outgoing European 
Commission president and a 
former moderate Socialist fi- 
nance minister. Mr. Balladur 
on the other hand would easi- 
ly defeat Mr. Delors, the 
polls show. 

Mr. Delors has so for been 
reluctant to declare his can- 
didacy, but appears the 
Socialists’ best hope. 

The RPR is the biggest 
party in the ruling right-wing 
coalition. Big guns in its 
junior partner, the Union for 
French Democracy (UDF), 
were prompted by Mr. Chir- 
ac's broadside to restate their 
support for a Balladur can- 
didly. 

Industry Minister Gerard 
Longuet came out for a “uni- 
ty candidate" — meaning 
Mr. Balladur — and criticised 
Mr. Chirac's stance as prema- 
ture, while Defence Minister 
Francois Leotard attacked 
those openly calling for a 
Chirac candidacy as “snip- 
ers” who were undermining 
the coalition government. 


Cambodia coup plotter 
escapes from custody 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 
One of the main organisers of 
a foiled coup attempt in Cam- 
bodia in July has escaped 
from military detention, a 
senior police commander said 
Monday. 

General Sm Song, a former 
interior minister in the old 
Vietnamese-installed govern- 
ment, escaped early Sunday 
morning, die police comman- 
der said, asking not to be 
named. 

“He escaped from the de- 
tention house Sunday morn- 
ing between 3 and 4 a.m. we 
are in the process of tracking 
him down,” the commander 
said. 

Gen. Sin Song was origi- 
nally placed under house 
arrest on July 3 while his 
alleged co-conspirator, 
Prince Norodom Chakra- 
pong, was ordered to leave 


Cambodia. 

Gen. Sin Song was later 
placed under cuttody of the 
Defence Ministry and was 
supervised by military police 
at the time of his escape, the 
police source told Reuters. 

Prince Chakrapong, a for- 
mer deputy prime minister 
and a son of King Norodom 
Sihanouk, first landed in 
Malaysia before travelling on 
to Thailand. 

Last Tuesday be arrived in 
France and boarded a domes- 
tic flight to the southern town 
of Montpellier. He has a 
French residency permit dat- 
ing back to the 1970$. 

Gen. Sin Song, Prince 
Chakrapong and another 
alleged plotter, General Sin 
Sen, were all members of the 
Cambodian People’s Party 
(CPP), the political wing of 
the former regime. 


Malaysia 
detains 
A1 Arqam 
leader’s 
wife, aide 

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— Malaysian police said 
Monday one of the wives and 
a senior aide of A1 Arqam 
leader Ashaari Mohammad 
would be detained under 
state security laws. 

Hatijah Aam, one of Mr. 
Ashaari’s four wives, and a 
senior aide, Soid Sulahnan, 
are to join die sect leader in 
detention under Malaysia's 
Internal Security Act (ISA), 
which allows imprisonment 
without trial, die nation's De- 
puty Police Chief Samsuri 
Arshad said. 

Three other aides of the 
detained 57-year-o!d Muslim 
leader were held under the 
Societies Act, under which 
they could be fined or jailed. 

"Hatijah’s six-month-old 
baby win be allowed to stay 
with her as she is being 
breast-fed," a police spokes- 
man said. 

Sect followers said they 
had no plans for a militant 
response to the action. ^ 

The detentions signal the 
government’s deepening of a 
clampdown launched last 
month when Malaysia out- 
lawed the sect's activities, 
ruling that A1 Arqam prop- 
agated deviationist teachings. 

Mr. Samsuri said the ISA 
arrests were made to pave the 
way for further investigations 
because police believe they 
were adequate for detaining 
the sect leaders indefinitely. 




Women panhandle outside a 
following the morning service 
Port-An-Prince. The ongoing 

Diplomats in Port-Au- 
Prince said they knew of no 
specific secret initiative but 
added there were signs of a 
rift among Haiti's military 
leaders. 

Some said that although 
Gen. Cedras and Brigadier- 
General Philippe Biamby 
showed no indication they 
would discuss stepping down, 
the third of the trio Washing- 
ton has pledged to remove. 
Colonel Joseph Michel Fran- 
cois, was seen as more willing 


local church 
in downtown 
U.N.-imposed 


to negotiate. 

Gen. Cedras, who refused 
to speak to reporters Sunday 
after attending mass with his 
wife, has been keeping a low 
profile. 

Mr. Hamilton, as well as 
many other members of Con- 
gress, have expressed re- 
servations about how long a 
U.S. force would have to 
remain in Haiti and about 
Mr. Aristide’s leadership 
ability. 

“I think most members (of 


w^ f ypnif « -w f | h »rgn a gains t Haiti haS had the 
most effects on the country’s poor according to 
local church authorities (AFP photo 

Congress) are highly sceptical 
i, who refused of intervention. I do believe. 
>orters Sunday however, that if a president 
mass with his decides to intervene, makes 
keeping a low the case for it, and the Amer- 
ican military forces are on the 
>n. as well as island. Congress will accept 
mbers of Con- it,” Mr. Hamilton said, 
expressed re- Senate Republican leader 
kit how long a Bob Dole said this week he 
ould have to was opposed to an invasion 
iti and about unless President Bill Qinton 
's leadership could convince him that it 
was in the U.S. national in- 
it members (of terest. 


Greek MPs to vote on Mitsotakis trial 


ATHENS (R) — A Greek 
investigating committee 
asked parliament Monday to 
bring criminal charges against 
former Prime Minister Con- 
stantine Mitostakis over 
allegations that he accepted 
bribes in the 1992 sale of a 
state cement firm. 

Officials said the par- 
ii amentary committee hand- 
ed parliamentary President 
Apostolos Kaklamanis a peti- 


tion asking that Mr. Mitsota- 
kis and two of his former 
ministers be tried by a special 
13-judge criminal court. 

Mr. Kaklam anis must now 
set a date within the next 
month for a debate and vote 
on whether to lift the immun- 
ity of Mr. Mitsotakis, con- 
servative prime minister from 
1990 to 1993, and send him 
for trial. 

The 300-seat parliament, 
where tiie ruling Socialists 


have a clear absolute major- 
ity, has already voted in a 
separate case to try Mr. Mit- 
sotakis on charges of illegal 
wiretapping. 

Mr. Mitsotakis is accused 
of accepting $22.5 million in 
bribes in the sale of the state- 
run Heracles Cement Com- 
pany to Italy’s Calcestruzzi 
Cement and Greece's 
National Bank for $225 mil- 
lion. 


BRASILIA (R) — Economy 
Minister Rubens Ricupero 
said he had resigned over 
comments overheard by tele- 
vision viewers that have 
thrown Brazil’s politics into 
disarray just one month be- 
fore elections. 

A tearful Ricupero told a 
news conference be was quit- 
ting after boasting to a televi- 
rion reporter that be was 
using an anti-inflation plan to 
boost presidential front- 
runner Fernando Henri que 
Cardoso. 

“My weaknesses cannot be 
allowed to harm that which is 
most important at this mo- 
ment, which is the success” of 
the economic plan, Mr. 


Ricupero said. 
“That is wfc 


“That is why I asked to 
resign,” he said. An Eco- 
nomy Ministry spokeswoman 
said President Itamar Franco 
had accepted the resignation. 

A presidential spokesman 
said Franco had named Ceara 
State Governor Gro Gomes 
as the new economy minister, 
private CBN radio reported. 
Mr. Gomes will be Brazil’s 
sixth economy minister since 
Mr. Franco took office in late 
1992. 

Mr. Gomes is a star in Mr. . 
Cardoso’s Brazilian Social' 
Democratic Party (PSDB). 


He gained international 
attention as an innovative re- 
former while governor of 
Ceara, a poor northeastern 
state. 

Mr. Franco “wants a 
guarantee of continuity in the 
plan’s essentials, a plan in 
which I also believe,” Mr. 
Gomes said in a CBN inter- 
view. 

Analysts said the gaffe Had 
given new hope to leftist Liriz 
Inado “Lula” Da Silva of the 
Workers Party (PT), trailing 
Mr. Cardoso by 22 points in 
-polls ahead of the Oct. 3 
elections. He now could force 
Mr. Cardoso into a second- 
round run-off in Novem- 
ber. 

“This has been a quiet 
campaign up to now. It has 
been a one-subject cam- 
paign,” a Latin American di- 
plomat said, refer ri ng to the 
economic plan. 

“This now gives Cardoso’s 
opponents something to bash 
him with.” 

A caravan of horn- 
bonlring, flag-waving PT sup- 
porter. demonstrated before 
the ministry minutes after 
Mr. Ricnpero’s announce- 
ment to celebrate his resigna- 
tion. 

“Cry, little Fernando, be- 
cause your time has come.” 


the demonstrators chanted. 

The plan to stabilise the 
economy, the world’s ninth 
largest, was designed by Mr. 
Cardoso, Mr. Rioipero’s pre- 
decessor. It has lowered in- 
flation to two per cent in 
August from 50 per cent in 
June and Mr. Cardoso has 
surged in polls with its suc- 
cess. . iM> 

The furore stemmed from 
Mr. Ricupero’s conversation 
Thursday with a television 
reporter. While waiting to be 
interviewed via satellite, Mr. 
Ricupero said he was backing 
Mr. Cardoso by promot in g 
theplan. 

“I have no scruples. The 
good tilings we publicise, the 
bad we hide,” he said, 
according to a transcript pub- 
lished by the Joroal Do Brasil 
daily. 

Unknown to Mr. Ricupero 
and the reporter, the chat 
was transmitted and picked 
up by thousands of satellite 
dishes nationwide. 

Mr. Ricupero’s admission 
destroyed his image as an 
impartial a dminis trator of the 
economic plan. A former 
ambassador to the United 
States, Mr. Ricupero had 
been among the favourites to 
become bead of the new 
World Trade Organisation. 


IAEA: Safety is key to acceptance of nuclear power 


VIENNA (AFP) — Nuclear 
power plants would garner 
wider public acceptance only 
through continued demon- 
stration of their safety and 
reliability, the head of the 
world’s nuclear watchdog 
said here Monday. 

“Hie wider acceptance of 
the nuclear option can only 
be expected from continued 
demonstration of its safety, 
reliability and environmental 
advantages,” said Hans Bint, 
head of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA), during a speech 
opening a conference on nuc- 
lear power. 

The four-day conference, 

attended by delegates from 
37 countries and five interna- 
tional organisations, is being 
held in conjunction with the 
40th anniversary of the open- 
ing of the first nuclear power 
plant in Obninsk, Russia, in 
1954. 

There are currently 430 
nuclear power plants operat- 
ing in 30 countries and pro- 
ducing 17 per cent of the 
world's electrical energy, 

Mr. Blix told the delegates 
that it was regrettable that 
atomic weapons and the illeg- 
al trafic of nudear material 
had tended to undermine the 
usefulness of nudear power 
plants. 

“It is regrettable that the 
issues which now dominate 
the media tend to create an 
atmosphere in which it is 
difficult to have a balanced 
public discussion for the nuc- 
lear power option," Mr. Blix 
said. 

Meanwhile, forty years af- 


ter the world’s first nudear 
power station came on 
stream in the Soviet Union, 
the Russian nudear industry 
is battling for its future amid 
mounting Western pressure. 

Russian officials are con 1 
vinced that Western concerns 
over security at Russian nuc- 
lear power industry. 

That, and the parlous state 
of the Russian economy, are 
posing a real threat to the 
development of the industry, 
Russian experts say. 

“The worst thing is that we 
are losing our scientific 
potential,” one expert said. . 

“If things don’t improve 
quickly, within five years 
we*li be reduced to buying 
everything from the Amer- 
icans.” 

Despite the catastrophic 
nudear leak at Chernobyl in 
Ukraine in April 1986, offi- 
cials are very proud of what 
the industry has achieved. 

“Our nuclear power sta- 
tions are three times cheaper, 
and in many cases more effi- 
cient than their Western 
equivalents,” the expert said. 

A scientist in the Atomic 
Energy Ministry, who de- 
clined to be named, poured 
scorn on the West's obsession 
with Chernobyl. 

“It's ridiculous. Our power 
stations are no less safe than 
the Americans’. Chernobyl 
was caused by a human error, 
just like Three Mile Island,” 
he said, referring to a leak of 
radioactivity from a three- 
montb-old reactor at Three 
Mile Island near Harrisburg. 
Pennsylvania in March 1979. 


“Workers at the power sta- 
tions are very aware of safety 
problems, perhaps even more 
so since Chernobyl.” 

Western experts who have 
inspected Russian plants con- 
firm that the workers are 
highly professional in their 
approach. 

Their main worries stem 
from the fact that the future 
development of the Russian 
nudear programme is based 
on RBMK reactors like the 
one at Chernobyl. 

Western scientists have 
also expressed doubts about 
the credibility of Russia's 
nudear safety inspectorate, 
GosAtomNadzor, to which 
each power station must app- 
ly for a licence every year. 

GosAtomNadzor reports 
directly to the Russian presi- 
dent, and its inspectors are in 
theory mdependent of the 
Atomic Energy Ministry. 

But in reality they get paid 
less than the operators in the 
power stations. One Western 
expert said that at least one 
nudear power station was in 
the habit of paying GosA- 
tomNadzor inspectors, 
undermining their independ- 
ence. 

The Russians deny that 
such payments are made, but 
they do admit that the indus- 
try is faring a general funding 
crisis. 

Nearly all development 
projects have been frozen for 
lack of funds. A symptom of 
the economic crisis is that 
many major clients, factories 
and towns, fail to pay their 
electricity bills. 


The overall debt to elec- 
tricity producers was recently 
estimated' at $1 billoin. The 
power stations, in turn, often 
pay their own employees 
months late. 

Nuclear installations them- 
selves are ageing — around 
20 per cent of the reactors in ' 
Russia date back to the early 
1970s — arrd construction 
work on their replacements 
has not started. Research in- 
stitutes too are feeling the 
pinch. 

So far Russia is managing 
to meet the demand for elec- 
tricity. In spite of the coun- 
try's economic dislocation, 
Russia’s nine nudear power 
stations las: year kept output 
at the level of previous years, 
generating 120 billion kilo- 
watt hours to supply 12 per 
cent of the country's electric- 
ity needs. 

Last year 29 aeddents were 
logged, all of them at Level 
One, the lowest on the inter- 
national scale of incidents at 
nudear power stations, and 
none of them involved any 
leak of radioactivity. 

But the ghost of Chernobyl 
continues to haunt the indus- 
try. In Ukraine, four nudear 
reactors beside Chernobyl 
are not generating enough to 
make up the shortfall in the 
country’s electricity require- 
ments. 

Mindful of Western anxie- 
ty, and hopeful of securing a 
much-needed cash windfall, 
Kiev has constantly upped its 
estimates of the cost of dos- 
ing the Chernobyl plant for 
good. 


Brazil economy minis ter quits over gaffe 


Bill Wyman’s 
wife gives blrtlt 
to a daughter 

LONDON (AP) — Suzanne, 
Wyman, wife of former Roll- 
ing Stone B31 Wyman, gave 
birth Sunday to their fnst 
child, a daughter. Katharine 
NoeUe, weighing 6 lbs. 13 az. 
(3.09 kilogrammes), was 
bom in a London hospital. 
Wyman, 57, who was a bass 
player with the rock group 
until last year, has a 31-year- 
old son from a previous mar- * 
riage. He married the former 
Suzanne Accosta, 34, an 
American fashion designer. . 
in France m April 1993. » 

Florida grave may 
tell If Napoleon 
was murdered 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Remains in a Florida grave 
may unravel an imperial mys- 
tery, say students of Napo- 
leon bent on discovering if 
the tricorned Corsican might 
have been murdered. “We’re 
thinking about trying to ex- 
hume the body of Napoleon’s 
nephew” who is buried in 
Tallahassee, said Napoleonic 
Society of America (NSA) 
spokesman Bob Snibbe. It’s 
come down to a battle for 
bones and bits of hair, and 
awaiting potentially telling 
test results from the labor- 
atories of the Federal Bur ui - 
of Investigation, Mr. Snibbe 
said, sounding convinced the 
society is getting closer to the 
troth. The famed French 
emperor died in 1821 on the 
windswept South Atlantic is- 7 
land of Saint Helena, but just 
how he died has kept stu- 
dents of his life hunting for 
dues for more than a cen- 
tury. Two separate hair sam- 
ples reputedly from the Little 
Corporal himself are being 
tested by the FBI to deter- 
mine whether the person or 
persons from whom they 
were snipped died of arsenic 
poisoning. But ‘‘whether it 
was really Napoleon’s hair, 
nobody really knows,” Mr. 
Snibbe acknowledged. Still, 
he said, “the (atomic absorp- 
tion) tests will reveal how 
much arsenic is in the hair, if 
any” — though without con- 
firming precisely whose hair 
was tested. The arsenic test 
results are to be unveiled at 
the NSA annual conference 
in Chicago next week. 

I 

Bangladesh to 
export crocodiles 

DHAKA (AFP) — Com- 
merce Minister M. Shamsul 
Islam said Bangladesh would 
export crocodiles to boost its 
non-traditional exports sec- 
tor, newspapers here re- 
ported Monday. The minister 
told parliament Sunday that 
foreign demand for croco- 
diles was strong and that they 
would be taken from the Sun- 
darban mangrove forest area. 

He did not say what the 
crocodiles would be used for 
or is what form they would 
be exported. Bangladesh's 
existing non-traditional ex- 
ports include cane furniture 
and 

Closure of Phnom 
Penh brothel 
district criticised 

PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
City authorities are under fire 
for shutting down Phnom 
Penh’s notorious Tool Kork 
brothel district, and critiro 
say the closure will promote 
the spread of disease and the 
loss of income for Ideals. 
Health workers said they 
were upset about the crack- 
down, and have warned that 
the brothel ban will push sex 
workers underground, and 
complicate the prevention 
and control of the human 
immuno-deficency virus 
(HTV). But while Che govern- 
ment and health workers 
argued about the best way to 
prevent the spread of sexual- 
ly transmitted diseases, other 
Toul Kork residents ; had 
more immediate concerns. “I 
used to make $150 a month 
from hiring my house to the 
prostitutes, but now I get 
nothing,” said a disappointed 
Nob Stun, 39. ChanStf, 54, 
who used to pay her rapt by 
selling anti-venereal disease 
creams and condoms to the ■ 
male clients and prostitutes in 
Toul Kork said: “Ndw I 
won’t be able to sell even a 
single condom.” “I don’t 
know how to get money to 
feed my children now,” she 
said. Ouk Vongwathiny, a 
doctor at a clinic in die once- . 
thriving red light district, 
said, the closure “is good for 
the government but it is not 
good for us to control the 
possible spread of AID9. ’ 
She said that prostitutes 
would stop coining tor the 
dime for check-ups for sex- > 
nelly transmitted diseases £ 

particularly HIV, the prtecnr- * 
sor to acquire immune de- | 
fidency syndrome (AIDS)— I 
for fear or pofice harassment. *f 
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BELFAST (R) — Irish Fore- 
ign Minister Dick Spring will 
seek to dispel British doubts 
about the permanence of an 
IRA ceasefire in talks Mon- 
__ mwiu day evening with Britain's 
atones of theYeda Northern Ireland secretary, 
oflnvestigationu- Sir Patrick Mayhew. 
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Britain says it needs con- 
vincing that the Irish Repub- 
lican Army (IRA) has ended 
rather than suspended its war 
against British rule on North- 
ern Ireland and Mr. Spring 
said the Dublin government 
might also seek clarification 
from Sinn Fein. 

Sunday night’s UVF attack 
underlined the problems fac- 
ing the two governments in 
reconciling the IRA’s long- 
term goal of uniting Northern 
Ireland with the Irish Repub- 
lic and Protestant determina- 
tion that it will stay forever 
British. 

It was the first carbomb 
attack by the Ulster Volun- 
teer Force in 17 years and 
raised fresh fears among 
security forces about a new- 
found sophistication of their 
bombing techniques. 

The UVF mounted the big- 
gest guerrilla attack in the 


Irish Republic in 20 years in 
May when it tried to bomb a 
Sinn Fein party in Dublin* 
with a bag of sophisticated 
Semtex explosive. 

The type of explosive used 
in Sunday night's raid was not 
immediately known but it 
showed the determination of 
the UVF to oppose any 
moves by Sinn Fein to be- 
come part of the legal politic- 
al process taking shape in 
Northern Ireland. 

A police spokesman said 
no ne was injured in the 
blast, which shattered nearby 
windows but did not cause 
much damage. On Thursday 
the UVF shot and killed a 
Catholic man. 

Protestant extremists be- 
lieve that, in exchange for the 
ceasefire, Britain has made 
secret concessions to the IRA 
and Sinn Fein that will dilute 
the province's British status 



wing of die IRA, Sinn Fein, in Fall Road, West 
Belfast (AFP photo) 


or lead to unification with 
Ireland. Britain denies this. 

“This was an attack on the 
peace process, but we will not 
be intimidated by the loyalist 
death squads nor will we be 
deflected from the peace pro- 
cess,” Tom Hartley, a Sinn 
Fein Belfast city councillor, 
said in a statement. 

The UVF and the bigger 
Ulster Freedom Fighters are 
studying their response to the 
IRA ceasefire and appeals by 
Britain and Ireland to match 
it with one of their own. 

Irish trade union official 
Chris Hudson, who met UVF 
representatives last week on 
behalf of the Irish govern- 
ment, told Irish Radio he was 
cautiously optimistic the Pro- 
testant extremists would end 
their war against Irish 
nationalists. 

“I saw people who would 
describe themselves as very, 
very dose to the UVF. My 
feeling was that there was 
definitely cautious optimism 
on their side — that they 
were beginning to feel con- 
vinced there was no sell-out, 
no deals done, no secret 
agenda. 

“They were optimistic that 
sooner rather than later they 
could bring around a cessa- 
tion of violence on the loyal- 
ist side," he told the radio 
station. 

The London Guardian 
newspaper said the U.S. gov- 
ernment, which has played a 
central role in recent de- 
velopments, had granted a 
second visitor’s visa to Sinn 
Fein leader Gerry Adams. 

“He has almost certainly 
the personal intervention of 
President Clinton to thank 
for this,” it said. 


Chechen opposition gather forces against Dudayev 
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throw of Mr. Dudayev’s gov- 
ernment. 

The same day, clashes be- 
tween Provisional Council 
forces and government 
troops killed up to 20 people. 

Up to nine more were kil- 
led Sunday in the clashes dt 
Argun, government and\ 
council sources said. 

The rapprochement be- 
tween the opposition groups 
emerged after Mr. Avturkha- 
nov met Sunday with Mr. 
Khasbulatov, one of the lead- 
ers of the October 1993 revolt 
against Boris Yeltsin and wbo 
returned to his native 
Chechenya at the beginning 
of August- 

Troops loyal to Mr. Laba- 
zanov were forced to retreat 
from Argun after govern- 
ment troops moved in with 
tanks and heavy weapons, 
ITAR-TASS newsagency 
said. 


Mr. Dudayev unilaterally 
declared independence from 
Moscow in September 1991 
after winning 85 per cent of 
the poll in a presidential elec- 
tion. Moscow has refused to 
recognise the oil-rich state’s 
independence. 

The Provisional Council, 
which was set up at the begin- 
ning of August and which has 
since received financial and 
’ logistical aid from Moscow, 
announced Sunday its inten- 
tion to intensify the armed 
struggle against the govern- 
ment. 

The weekend clashes be- 
tween opposition factions 
and troops loyal to Mr. 
Dudayev stepped up the war 
of nerves as the tiny Muslim 
state prepared to celebrate 
Tuesday tbe third 
anniversary of its secession. 

The Independence Day 
celebrations are due to open 
Tuesday with a military para- 
de. 

Russian aimed forces sta- 


tioned in the regions neigh- 
bouring Chechenya have 
been put on top alert, De- 
fence Minister Pavel Grachev 
told ITAR-TASS news agen- 
cy Monday. 

He said the "most serious 
measures,” which included 
tight road and air travel con- 
trols, were aimed at prevent- 
ing a conflict raging there 
from spreading outside 
Chechenya. 

Russia denies Mr. 
Dudayev’s accusations that it 
is rendering military support 
to the opposition. But it is 
openly backing it politically. 
Gen. Grachev in ms remarks 
to TASS blamed Mr. 
Dudayev for what he called 
civil war in Chechenya. 

“Some Units of the North 
Caucasus military district 
have been put on top alert." 
Gen, Grachev said, ” Unit 
commanders were ordered to 
limit the conflict immediately 
if it spreads outside 
Chechenya’s borders." 
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ftom the world community 
and to save its troubled eco- 
nomy.” Mr. Lee said. 

“In this context, we have 
to pool our efforts so the 
suspended inter-Korean sum- 
mit can open immediately af- 
ter the power transfer is com- 
pleted in the North.” he said. 

A meeting between the 
presidents of the two Koreas 
was indefinitely postponed 
following the death in July of 
the north's “great leader" 
Kim Il-Sung. 

Mr. Lee said Seoul should 
be flexible in tackling the row 
over the North’s suspected 
nuclear programme by drop- 
ping its stance that there 
would be no economic coop- 
eration between the two 
Koreas unless Pyongyang’s 
nuclear transparency was 
guaranteed. 

“If the present circumst- 
ances continue, we will be 
outdone by the United States 
and Japan, even in economic 
cooperation with North 
Korea,” Mr. Lee said. 

Foreign Minister Han 
Sung-Joo Monday left for the 
United States to coordinate 


policy towards the North. 

Seoul officials have said 
Mr. Han will ask the United 
States to link the speed at 
which it improves ties with 
North Korea to correspond- 
ing progress in inter-Korean 
relations. 

They said Mr. Han was 
expected to reaffirm Seoul’s 
position that it will pull out of 
an international deal to fi- 
nance an upgrading of North 
Korea's nuclear power indus- 
try unless Pyongyang agrees 
to accept a South Korean 
reactor. 

Giving North Korea mod- 
em nuclear reactor is a key 
part of a U.S.-North Korean 
deal agreed to last month to 
resolve suspicion the North is 
developing nuclear weapons. 

U.S. negotiators agreed to 
give the North some form of 
diplomatic recognition in ex- 
change for- Pyongyang's 
promise to freeze its nuclear 
programme. 

Washington and Pyon- 
gyang are due to begin 
working-level talks on Sept. 
10 . 

North Korea’s official 


Rodong Sinmun Monday 
criticised Mr. Han's trip as an 
attempt to interfere in impro- 
ving ties between Washing- 
ton and Pyongyang. 

“Han Sung-Joo’s mendi- 
cant trip to the United States 
shows the South Korean rul- 
ers are on pins and needles, 
feeling extremely uneasy and 
perplexed and behaving more 
imprudently to impede the 
improvement of DPRK 
(North Korean)-USA rela- 
tions, as they have been 
elbowed out of the way in the 
solution to the nuclear issue 
on the Korean peninsula," 
the North Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA) 
quoted the newspaper as 
saying. 

“The DPRK-U.S. talks are 
bilateral talks,' to ah intents 
and purposes, and the South 
Korean authorities have no 
justification or qualification 
to poke their nose into the 
talks,” the paper said. 

Meanwhile a best-selling 
South Korean writer Monday 
was accused of violating a 
security law bv writing a con- 
troversial novel. 
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U.S., Cuba are far apart on 
legal visas for migrants 



A two year-old Cuban girl is brought aboard the Coast 
Guard cutter Matmcns after her famili es* raft was picked 
up in the Florida Straits. The Coast Guard continues to pick 
up about one thousand Cuban refugees a day (AFP photo) 


NEW YORK (R) — The 
United States and Cuba 
attempt again Monday to 
bridge differences on the 
mass exodus of Cuban boat 
people sailing towards Flor- 
ida with U.S. officials warn- 
ing against expectations of a 
quick accord. 

After early optimism when 
the talks began Thursday, the 
third session ended with both 
sides far apart on a U.S. offer 
to increase legal immigration 
in exchange for Cuba halting 
the migration, now number- 
ing over 30,000 this year. 

At issue is a U.S. offer to 
issue immigration visas to 
mire than 20,000 Cubans a 
year in return for Havana 
stopping the uncontrolled ex- 
odus. To date the United 
States has only allowed in 
about 2,700 people a year, 
while Cuba insists a 1982 
agreement allowed for 
thousands more. 

Cuba’s chief delegate, 
Ricardo Alarcon, has main- 
tained that the number of 
visas should be far higher 
than the United States had 
proposed, pointing to about 

130.000 Cubans who have 
tried unsuccessfully to obtain 
legal entry. 

He apparently told U.S. 
negotiators Sunday, includ- 
ing Michael Stol, the deputy 
secretary of state, that Hava- 
na wanted at least 100,000 
legal Cuba visas, according to 
the New York Times. 

In comparison, more than 

30.000 Cubans have tried to 
enter the United States ille- 
gally since the beginning of 
the year, most of them in 
August sailing rafts and 
rickety boats. 

David Johnson, spokes- 


man for the U.S. delegation 
would say only: “There are 
substantial gaps between us 
and I would caution againsr 
any premature speculation 
that an agreement will be 
reached.” 

“The differences are signi- 
ficant,” he told reporters 
Sunday after the third round 
of negotiations at the U.S. 
mission to the United Na- 
tions. 

But be again failed to give 
any explanation or answer 
questions after his regular 
briefings. 

Reversing earlier U.S. 
policies against Cubans wbo 
escaped by sea. President Bill 
Clinton last month said the 
new refugees could not come 
to the United States. 

Instead, they are being 
taken to the U.S. naval base 
at Guatanamo on tbe West- 
ern tip of Cuba. He also 
tightened the embargo by 
forbidding remittances and 
travel by relatives. 

Panama Sunday 
announced it would allow up 
to 10,000 Cuban refugees to 
be boused in U.S. controlled 
territory along the Panama 
Canal to relieve congestion at 
Guatanamo. The cost to the 
United States for six months 
will run to almost $50 million, 
a U.S. military spokesman 
said. 

The U.S. Coast Guard 
picked up 620 Cuban rafters 
at see by late afternoon Sun- 
day, petty officer Alex Wor- 
den said. Saturday’s total was 
946, down from earlier in the 
week but still high. 

Twenty-two Cubans, ail 
from the same family, slipped 
past the Coast Guard and 
ianded their wooden boat at 


the Dry Tortugas National 
Park, a remote island about 
70 miles (110 kilometres) 
west of Key West, Florida, in 
the Gulf of Mexico. 

Park rangers said they 
helped with the island's 
housekeeping, taking brooms 
and mops to clean up their 
quarters before being taken 
to an immigration centre in 
Texas. 


Mr. Alarcon, a former 
foreign minister who is presi- 
dent of Cuba's National 
Assembly, has insisted that 
Cubans are leaving because 
of economic hardships due to 
the 32-year-old U.S. econo- 
mic embargo and not political 
oppression. 

“If you want to find a real 
resolution to this problem 
you cannot ignore the sources 
of the problem.” he told the 
Cable News Network. “And 
the sources are the economic 
embargo.” 

Spanish Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez apparently 
agreed, saying thar the U.S. 
policy of discussing migration 
in isolation was self- 
defeating. 

“Emigration is strictly a 
product of Cuba’s problems 
and specifically of its relation 
with the United States," he 
told Madrid's El Pais news- 
paper. 

Civil rights leader Jesse 
Jackson also called for a new 
initiative in U.S. policy. He 
told CBS Television's Face 
The Nation programme that 
now was the time “to use 
aggressive diplomacy and 
negotiations, trade and 
media to create new expecta- 
tions within Cuba and create 
irrevexsible change." 



A United States Coast Guard medic aboard tbe suffering from dehydration after he was pick- 
USCG Cotter Matincns assists a Cuban rafter ed up at sea off the Cuban coart (AFP photo) 


U.N. warns Pope’s life ‘at risk’ in Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (R) — U.N. 
peacekeepers warned on 
Monday that Pope John 
Paul’s life would be at risk on 
a Sarajevo visit and accused 
Muslim forces of deliberately 
hitting the city's airport with 
a mortar shell last month. 

With the Vatican under 
pressure to decide whether 
the 74-year-old Pontiff 
should gp ahead with his visit 
to the Bosnian capital Thurs- 
day, a U.N. official wbo 
asked not to be named said: 

“The Pope’s life will be at 
risk and the lives of those 
around him will be at risk as 
well.” 

The Papal aircraft will land 
at the airport and he will be 
exposed to sniper fire in the 
city which is surrounded by 
Serb besiegers and defended 
by the government army. 

Informed sources said 
Vatican officials could wait 
until the eve of the visit be- 
fore making a final 
announcement. 

Pope John Paul was an- 
xious to make his “pilgrimage 
of peace” provided it did not 
endanger the local popula- 
tion. 

The main obstacle has 
been the refusal of Bosnian 
Serbs to guarantee the Pope 
would not be harmed. Their 


leader. Radovan Karadzic, 
told the Vatican he was wor- 
ried the Muslims might 
launch an attack and blame 
Serbs. 

His fears were given weight 
by the United Nations Pro- 
tection Force (UNPROFOR) 
which blamed Muslims Mon- 
day for a deliberate attack 
with an Israeli-made mortar 
on Sarajevo Airport on Aug. 
18. 

“The results of all our in- 
vestigations show tbe shell 
clearly came from (the gov- 
ernment) lines,” Lieutenant 
Colonel Pierre Ducros said. 

The Bosnian government, 
embarrassed by the timing of 
the disclosure, told UNPRO- 
FOR it did not accept the 
finding. 

The U.N. stressed the inci- 
dent “was a direct and inten- 
tional targeting of the air- 
port” on which Sarajevo’s 
380,000 population relies for 
airlifted relief supplies. 

UNPROFOR has said that 
ultimate responsibility for the 
safety of the Pope, making 
potentially the most danger- 
ous trip of his 16-year pontifi- 
cate, lies with tbe govern- 
ment. 

It reported firing incidents 
around Sarajevo by both 
sides over the weekend 


together with a major offen- 
sive by the Bosnian Serb 
Army (BSA) against Muslim 
troops who suffered severe 
casualties north of the capital 
near Breza. 

Canadian U.N. officers re- 
ported the Serbs used artil- 
lery during the fighting in 
defiance of a heavy weapons 
exclusion zone enforced 
around the city by UNPRO- 
FOR. 

“(The Muslims) took a 
terrible pounding in the last 
two or three weeks," one 
officer said. “They are 
scratching to put up some 
sort of defence.” 

The offensive underlined 
tbe Bosnian Serb's military 
superiority over government 
forces despite the increasing 
flow of weapons reaching 
Muslim fighters in recent 
months. 

The Bosnian Serb Army is 
confident it can retain its 
advantage for tbe foreseeable 
future even if the United 
States can persuade the U.N. 
nations to lift its arms embar- 
go against the Muslims. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
will ask the Security Council 
for the embargo's removal 
unless Bosnian Serbs lift their 
opposition by Oct. 15 to a big 
power peace settlement di- 


viding Bosnia between them 
and a Muslim-Croat federa- 
tion. 

Russia, which helped craft 
the peace agreement, 
threatened Monday to join 
Britain and France in with- 
drawing its troops from UN- 
PROFOR if the embargo was 
lifted by the U.N. or by the 
United States acting alone. 

Vitaly Churkin, Moscow’s 
mediator in former Yugosla- 
via, told Interfax News Agen- 
cy the move would rebound on 
the Muslims by prompting an 
escalation of the war. 

Serbs in nonhem Bosnia 
have stepped up their expul- 
sions of Muslims and Croats 
from the region since reject- 
ing the big power peace prop- 
osal. 

Hundreds of Muslim 
women, children and old 
people were driven from 
their homes in Bijeljina and 
Janja in the north at the 
weekend to Muslim-held 
Tuzla. 

International Red Cross 
spokeswoman Lisa Jones said 
the refugees reported that 
Serbs intended to empty both 
places of all Muslims by Sept. 
8. the day the Pope is due in 
Sarajevo. 


Nigerian oil strike fading as workers return 


LAGOS (R) — More Nige- 
rian oil workers returned to 
their jobs Monday as a two- 
month strike to topple the 
military government 
appeared to wane, industry 
officials said. 

Milton Dabibi. dismissed 
by the government as 
secretary-general of the 
white-collar union PENGAS- 
SAN but still apparently 

speaking for the union, said 
the sacked executives of the 
unions had begun meeting to 
take a decision on the strike. 

The oil union leaders. 

sacked by the government 
last month in a crackdown on 
the strike, have given con- 
flicting signals over whether 
or not the action has been 
suspended. 

Several oil company offi- 


cials said many of their strik- 
ing staff were back at work. 

“So far in Lagos more peo- 
ple have shown up today than 
before," Chris Williams, 
spokesman for shell Pet- 
roleum [Development Com- 
pany of Nigeria, which 
pumps about 50 per cent of 
tbe country’s cnide oil, told 
Reuters. 

Oil workers walked out 
two months ago to demand 
the military government free 
and transfer power to Mos- 
hood Abiola, a wealthy 
businessman widely credited 
with winning last year’s 
annulled presidential vote. 

After weeks of disruption 
in fuel supplies and crude oil 
production, military ruler 
General Sani Abacha sacked 


the union leaders and 
appointed administrators to 
run their unions. 

The union chiefs have since 
been in hiding and their sec- 
retariats are occupied by the 
government-appointed admi- 
nistrators. 

Since then oil workers in 
the public sector have re- 
sumed, easing considerably 
the fuel crunch prompted by 
the strike. 

Those in the private sector 
are threatened with no-work- 
no-pay policy. 

Oil industry officials said 
the strike had been practical- 
ly broken with the sacked 
union leaders driven under-' 

ground with no operational 
oases. 

"I suspect that the unions 


are suspending the strike be- 
cause of the reality on the 
ground." one said. 

The strikers have achieved 
none of their aims. Mr. 
Abiola remains in detention 
facing treason charges for 
proclaiming himself president 
in defiance of Gen, Abacha’s 
government. 

The Nigerian Medical 
Association, the doctors 
group which says Mr. Abiola 
is seriously ill, threatened 

Sunday to take "exceptional 
steps” if he was not freed 
within two weeks. 

“The health of Bashorun 

Abiola has deteriorated and 
deserves urgent attention,” 
the association, which backs 
his claim to the presidency, 

said in a statement. 
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Challenge before panel 

THE DEBATE that took place Sunday between 
the chairman and members of the Royal Com- 
mission on Modernisation and reform, on the one 
hand, and representatives of the private sector, 
on the other, could be j'ust the right medicine for 
abetting our economic and business atmosphere 
provided the scope of such discussions is wide 
and comprehensive enough to touch upon all 
aspects of development. As His Royal Hi ghness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the chairman of the panel, 
told the private sector’s leaders, "the Commis- 
sion has been set up to help create a national 
atmosphere for the adoption of a sound course of 
action and attitudes with which we can deal with 
the world community so that our voices can be 
heard loud and clear and win with us the world’s 
respect." The ultimate objective of this panel is 
to create a new Jordan, the Regent went on to 
say, by modernising its ways of conducting 
business and attaining a comprehensive develop- 
ment programme. 

Since the commission is not a substitute for 
Parliament, its purpose is to advise and consul^ 
with the various sectors of the Jordanian society ; 
be they private or public with a view to elevating 
Jordanian methods of work to a much higher 
plateau that is cost effective, efficient and pro- 
ductive. All of us know only too well how 
cumbersome and outdated the current ways of 
conducting business are. Stifling bureaucracy. 
Inefficient and unresponsive civil service, and 
uncoordinated legislations have effectively suffo- 
cated the national political will to modernise the 
country .and put it on par with the most modern 
countries of the world. 

Obviously we are not speaking here of only 
state-of-the-art mechanical technologies but also 
the elevation of Jordanian intellectual technolo- 
gies to the needed level that is commensurate 
with the national desire to put Jordan on the 
modern map of the world. In the final analysis 
the commission is a think-tank and working 
group of people who are well-versed not only 
with business and development but also with the 
other complementary dimensions of progress. It 
would be in order for the panel to invite other 
Jordanians drawn from academia, press and the 
legal profession to their meetings in order to 
broaden its horizons and assure its success. The 
new Middle East which is emerging on the heels 
of the current peace effort calls for modernisa- 
tion in every sense of the world and across the 
board. Jordan needs to modernise its educational 
system, its legal system and its business and 
developmental legislations and methods of work. 
The dialogue initiated by the Crown Prince is a 
good start on which additional steps can be taken 
to reach our consensus goal of peace with 
prosperity. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


Strange bedfellows or natural soulmates? 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i daily criticised a government 
decision to give raises to the secretaries general of 
ministries, deputies and ministers, saying that such moves 
can by no means end poverty or unemployment in the 
country. It seems that the government is intent on handling 
chron: ? issues by carrying out cosmetic surgery and treating 
: serious illness through Asprins, said Sultan AI Hattab. The 
writer said the whole socio-economic situation in Jordan 
requires serious debate and immediate solutions at the 
national level, especially as the country is entering a new 
stage and a new era of peace. One cannot help feeling that 
the decision-makers in the Kingdom lack the experience in 
handling issues of unemployment and all they focus 
attention on is a way of curtailing expenses and rephrasing 
job descriptions of government positions, said the writer. 
He said that decision-makers do not give due attention to 
the investors’ plans for development and for creating new 
jobs that can end many of the country’s economic ills. The 
government, added the writer, should open its ears to the 
complaints and adopt practical methods to ease the 
situation. 

j ADDRESSING THE world population conference which 
; opened in Cairo Monday, a columnist in AI Dustonr said 
that Third World countries have voiced their condemnation 
of the conference because they are unhappy about the idea 
of curtailing the rate of their population growth. But, said 
the writer Taher Al Adwan, one of these Third World 
nations, including Arab and Muslim states, gave any 
thought to UNICEF reports about the daily deaths of Iraqi 
children as a result of the continued embargo. We are 
imposing a siege on 18 million Arabs living in Iraq and 
pushing them to die of hunger and diseases and so we are 
fulfilling the aims of the very conference which we as Arabs 
and Muslims are opposing, said the writer. It is ironic to see 
Arabs and Muslims fighting the idea of curtailing popula- 
tion growth and allowing thousands of Iraqi children to die 
a*; a result of sanctions which have caused so much 
s - :.;e">ngs Co ihe innocent population. Stop the real death 
of ire ?,i children and stop involving yourselves in imaginary 
battles against what has been termed as a U.S.-Zionist 
conspiracy against the population of the Third World, said 
the writer. He said that the Arabs and Muslims can 
terminate the sanctions on Iraq and so contribute to saving 
millions of lives. 


STRANGE BEDFELLOWS, indeed, many people 
thought upon seeing the Vatican, Egypt's Al Azhar Islamic 
centre, the Iranian government, and others come together 
recently to oppose pans of the draft declaration of this 
week's United Nations Conference on Population and 
Development in Cairo. This peculiar convergence of 
Vatican/Islamist views on pre-marital sexual morality, 
abortion and birth control, however, may be far more than 
a passing coalition of convenience. It may be an early 
skirmish and a marker of battle lines in a new global 
confrontation between the secular and the religious. 

The Vatican and tbe Isl amist s may turn out to be not so 
much strange bedfellows, but rather natural soulmates. 
Their deeply held worldviews may be the cutting edge of a 
wider global community of people who are instinctively 
resisting the excesses of Western, predominantly 
American-driven, materialistic consumerism. In the wake 
of the cold war and ideological polarisation, we are seeing 
here aspects of a new world divide that is defined by several 
overlapping criteria including rich and poor. North and 
South, individual and communal, religious and secular, 
material and spiritual. 

Tbe folks opposing some parts of tbe Cairo declaration 
are not fringe religious freaks. These are die spokesmen of 
what may be a global moral — but not so alent — majority. 
When the Vatican, Al Azhar and Iranian leaders spoke m 
more or less a single voice, many people initially reacted 
with bemusement. When Sau<fi Arabia and a lew other 
states skipped or downgraded tbeir representation in the 
Cairo conference, bemusement turned to more focused 
attention on die possible political implications and true 
dimensions of what is going on here. 

Late last week, tbe National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops in the United States and the American Muslim 
Council put out a joint statement requesting the Cano 
conference to explicitly endorse national policies that help 
women avoid abortions. What started out as the views of 
international theological purists suddenly moved closer to 
the mainstream of American and Western political culture. 
The question remains: What is this really all about? 

The Cairo conference controversy is only superficially 
about population stabilisation, sex, and fertility choices for 
women. I suggest that it is realty about whose vision of 
society win triumph in tbe early decades of the third 
millennium — a hypermodern. Western, libertarian, indi- 
vidualistic free-for-all market of materialism in which 


corporations and their mainly white male elites grow rich 
because they allow people to buy sex, pizza and lawn 
furniture by phone born the comfort of their own homes; 
or, a more traditional, group-oriented society in which the 
entire community survives and progresses because it 
nurture famil y, tribal and ethnic links and religious values. 

It would be foolish to dismiss die Vatican/Islamist axis as 
the last gasp of the past. In the last decade and a half. 
Western critics have routinely dismissed reassertive Islam- 
ist politics as a combination of feudal romanticism and 
violence-prone emotionalism. The tendency is to do this 
a gain now on the Cairo conference issues, but dus becomes 
more difficult given the fact that tbe Islamists’ partner 
today is not a collection of bearded, robed, dark skinned 
radicals from the South, but dean-shaven, robed, mostly 
white derics from the Vatican. 

Tbe temporary Catholic-Islamist coalition at hand re- 
quires a morp rational response from the Western main- 
stream than tbe dismissive, racist attitudes to Islamist 
reassertion in recent years. And this is what we are seeing 
and hearing. The retort to the anti-Cairo crowd is 
denominated in substantive, often empirical and quantita- 
tive facts, often reflecting surveys of tbe attitudes of 
Catholics around the world. An interesting precedent is 
upon us: If the Western political and media mainstream 
responds to old fashioned Catholic views by making the 
effort to find out what the people themselves want, can we 
now expea the) West also to respond to the views of 
Islamist and oth^r Third World political leaderships by also 
making the effort to find out what the people want? The 
prospects are intriguing, and there will be many opportuni- 
ties to see this happen in the future. 

While it may | not last veiy long on the strength of the 
sexual issues being raised in Cairo, the novel Vatican- 
Islamist coalition or derivatives of it are likely to reassert 
themselves frequently, in other forms and other places, in 
North and South. The handful of states that skipped Cairo 
or downgraded their representation are, like the confer- 
ence itself, only symbols; the real issue at hand is the 
deeper struggle underway between material secularism and 
a far older and more pervasive concept of community that 
is most frequently defined and protected by religious 
values. 

This is happening in North and South alike. We see the 
continuing strength of the Christian right in American state 
politics, we heard the Pakistani president last week ask 


Islamic states (Islamic, not developing, or brown, or poor, 
or South states) to pool tbeir energy research in order to 
face up to anti-Islamic technology embargoes by tbe West. 
We braid tbe former leader of the National Association for 
die Advancement of Coloured People (NAACP), Ben- 
jamin Chavis, speak of his downfall and attempted political 
recovery as a “crucifixion (and)... a resurrection”. The 
vital role of tbe church in leading the American civil rights 
struggle, the anti-apartheid struggle, and other quests for 
freedom and justice is well chronicled history. And there 
are many other examples of the important role of religion 
and spirituality in die current, temporal affairs of society. 

Those who feel threatened or marginalised routinely 
blend religious and political terms in their rhetoric. Tbe 
critics of the Cairo declaration are unambiguous: a Saudi 
Arabian columnist said the meeting was “an attempt to tear 
the values and beliefs of Islam from their roots,” while the 
Muslim World League charged that the conference’s draft 
document propagated licentiousness and discarded reli- 
gion; a Sudanese government minister said his country’s 
boycott of Cairo was “a kind of holy war against tbe new 
hegemony winch some seek to impose on us”; the Pope’s 
chief spokesman charged that the Cairo conference risked 
becoming “a session called to sanction a current life style in 
minority- aides of certain oppulent societies,” and to 
impose those values on “the emerging, less developed 
cultures of our society.” 

We should not miss the signs of wide and deep discontent 
that is now being expressed in explicit religious terms by 
people from the four corners of the globe who believe that 
religion, politics and society do, indeed, mix, and always 
have, and always will. Except for the last few hundred 
years in several dozen novel nation-states astride the North 
Atlantic rim, all people, in all places, during all recorded 
time have seen oiltic/retigious values define their societies. 
It would be simplistic to expea such a time honoured 
human reality and historical force to suddenly disappear 
because the pizza delivery man is at the door. 


Editor's note: Jordan Times columnist Rami G. Khouri is 
spending tbe autumn semester as a visiting scholar at tbe 
Global Affairs Institute, MaxweU School ofGtizensbip and 
Public Affairs, Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY, from- 
wbere be wffl continue to write bis column on by-weekiy 
basis. 



Swedes catch cold as 
welfare blanket is pulled away 


By Vibeke Laroi 
Reuter 

LINKOPING, Sweden — 
In the heartland of Sweden, 
ordinary people are coming 
to grips with the idea^ chat 
the blanket of state welfare 
which has kept them warm 
for decades is slowly being 
pulled away. 

“People waited for Santa 
Claus. Now they have to 
participate more aaively in 
solving problems.” says 
-Hakon Lofstedt, a Social 
Democratic Party council- 
lor in this Swedish city 200 
km south of Stockholm. 

“Before there was the 
view that the state and the 
municipality would take 
care of everything," he 
added. 

The thought of a society 
without the traditional safe- 
ty net is slowly beginning to 
dawn on some Swedes, 
although its attraction still 
appears to outweight its 
financial cost. 

Opinion polls rip the So- 
cial Democrats, who prom- 
ise to retain most of the 
country's comprehensive 
welfare state, to defeat a 
conservative coalition in the 
general election on Septem- 
ber 18. 

"The security in this 
country is so self-evident. I 
don't think people realise 
what society would be like 
if we didn't have it,” said 
self-employed Carina Kal- 
mer, 36. 

“There are no guarantees 
for anything, but people 
still think society will fix 
eveiything,” said Ms. Kal- 
mer, who works at a win- 
dow repair shop in old Link- 
oping, the restored town 
centre made up of pre- 
served buildings from the 
18th and 19th centuries. 

Many ordinary Swedes 
wonder where their country 
is heading. 

“We will have to change 
our welfare state. It's a 
scary truth which people 
don't like to talk about,” 
said a 32-year-old hospital 
worker. 

Gone are the days when 
the centre-left political par- 


ties could be relied on to 
guarantee full social cover. 

Even the Social Demo- 
crats, architects of the wel- 
fare state, say they will trim 
benefits and raise taxes, a 
campaign pledge which in 
most countries would mean 
political suicide. 

“This is the first time 
politicians are not promis- 
ing any reforms — quite the 
opposite. They have said 
they will cut down." said 
Birgitta Johansson, chair- 
woman of the conservative 
city council. 

“It's like a competition 
— the party which cuts the 
most wins,” said a Linkop- 
ing taxi driver. 

Politicians giving 
speeches in front of little 
wooden election huts in the 
city centre and passing vo- 
ters agree that the overrid- 
ing election issue is record 
high unemployment. 

Linkoping. bordered by 
farmland, forests and lakes, 
has seen its social payouts 
rocket to $26 million a year 
from $2 1 million a few years 
ago, mainly due to the 
sharp rise in payments of 
unemployment benefits — 
about $13 million worth. 

“The building up of the 
welfare state in the 1950s 
went too fast, there was one 
benefit after the other,” 
said Elis Jarhall, a 71-year- 
old pensioner. 

“No one told us we 
wouldn't be able to afford 
it,” he said. 

Paying for the welfare 
state has left Sweden with a 
big budget deficit and huge 
debt supporting a massive 
social infrastructure — re- 
garded in the. 1970s as a 
global model for social 
democracy — that still 
guarantees generous sup- 
port from birth to death. 

Perspeaive is important 
in Sweden, where poverty is 
relative.' There are no soup^ 
kitchen queues or groups of 
homeless in Linkoping. 
Sweden's fifth largest city, 
where the jobless rate is 
about nine per cent. 

However, unemployment 
is a reality that is creeping 
into the lives of most peo- 
ple. Linkoping, like many 


Swedish towns, has a small 
town feel. 

Shops are closing, sales 
of radios and televisions 
have dropped, hospitals are 
cutting staff and people are 
staying at home rather than 
taking holidays overseas 
since the crown fell sharply 
in value. 

“I’ve been unemployed 
for a long time, but I feel 
more sorry for my father 
who is unemployed. He's 45 
years old and it isn't easy to 
get a job at that age.” said 
22-year-old Cici Edlund. ■ 

Many students at the 
University of Linkoping 
have given up hope after 
being bombarded with the 
number of new jobless ev- 
ery week. 

“It's all just about jobs, 
jobs, jobs. We’re constantly 
being told there aren't 
enough jobs,” si ad Christ- 
ian .Ericsson, a 29-year-old 
student. “I don't dare hope 
for anything.” 

/ Apathy has spread to 
/many of the 129.000 
population, where the main 
employers are the state or 
municipality, the university 
and its hospital and the 
automotive and aircraft 
group Saab-Scania. 

Some voters In Linkop- 
ing. which has swung back 
and forth between Con- 
servative and socialist local 
governments in recent elec- 
tions. said they might vote 
for the Social Democrats. 

They hope the party, 
which has about half of 
voter support in opinions 
polls, would give Sweden 
the stable, majority govern- 
ment they believe it needs. 

Others say there is little 
difference between the par- 
ties. 

”I'm blase. Sweden is in a 
crisis so things won't get 
better no matter who 
wins,” said Ann Stern, a 
33-year-old mother of 
three. 

”We had a Conservative 
government after the Social 
Democrats and that didn't 
help. It goes in waves. Peo- 
ple are disappointed so they 
may vote for the Social 
Democrats again.” 


Russian mafia 
invades Cyprus 


By Michael Jansen 

NICOSIA, Cyprus has de- 
ported a dozen Russians 
arrested in August on 
charges of extortion, con- 
spiracy to commit a crimin- 
al offense and illegal pos- 
session of arms, and is thre- 
atening to expel three more 
charged in court in June for 
trying to extort money from 
a Ukrainian publisher 
based in Nicosia. Cases 
against all the accused fell 
apart when victims refused 
to sign complaints or tes- 
tify. The three claimed to 
be "beyond the law," mem- 
bers of a Russian mafia 
family. It looks like fear of 
reprisals has placed them 
“beyond the law” in Cyprus 
as well as in their home- 
land. 

These cases have made 
Cyprus aware of overseas 
mafia crime which in Lon- 
don and New York 
emerged as tax and insur- 
ance fraud and drug traf- 
ficking. So far tbe mafia has 
not taken up such activities 
in Cyprus. Instead, its “en- 
forcers" have come to Cyp- 
rus to extend “protection” 
to Russian offshore 
businesses established here 
and mafiosi have come to 
launder ill-got gains. 

Tbe most flagrant money 
laundering operations have 
consisted of Russians turn- 
ing up at off-shore and on- 
shore banks to deposit suit- - 
cases of cash, on occasions 
totalling $10-15 million, for 
transfer to Swiss or other 
banks outside Cyprus. 
However, following a tight- 
ening of control by the Cyp- 
rus Central Bank this son 
of activity has fallen off. 
Instead, mafiosi, acting as 
legitimate businessmen 
armed with credentials 
from legitimate banks in 
Russia, establish legitimate 
offshore firms in Cyprus 
and launder illegitimate 
profits by opening letters of 
credit and concluding fic- 
tional deals through which 
they can injea funds into 
the international banking 
system. 

Both these activities are 
worthwhile because Cyprus 
has, in the past three years, 
become a major offshore 
business and banking centre 
for Eastern Europe. 

Since the collapse of the 
Soviet system and the con- 
version of Russia and the 
countries of Eastern 
Europe to capitalism, 
businessmen from these 
countries have poured into 
Cyprus. During 1993 more 
than half of the 2,892 new 
registrations of offshore 
companies were East Euro- 
pean, the majority Russian. 
Four of the 23 offshore 
banks operating here are 
Russian and five of the 
seven banks which have 
owned representational 
offices are Russian. . 

Cyprus developed as an ' 
offshore business centre af- 
ter the adoption in 1975 of a 


law taxing at a rate of 4.25 

E sr cent company profits. 

ebanese and foreign 
businessmen driven out of 
Beirut by die dvfl war, 
which began that year, 
promptly took advantage of 
the island tax haven only a 
half an libiir' from home- 
base. Many foreign firms 
established regional bases 
here to exploit ' booming 
markets in the oil rich Gulf 
state. By 1983 foreign ex- 
change revenue from the 
offshore sector had risen to 
$40 million and today re- 
venue stands at $240 mil- 
lion, contributing more 
than agriculture and rival- 
ing tourism. 

Eastern Europe entered 
the Cypriot offshore sector 
in tbe late eighties, just as 
Middle Eastern business 
was withdrawing as a result 
of a regional slump. Sopho- 
cles MichaeUdes, director 
of the offshore Banking 
Unit at the Cyprus Central 
Bank, said that Eastern 
Europe has more than 
made up for the loss of 
Middle East business. “The 
money involved is much 
bigger, the companies in- 
volved are much bigger and 
the volume of trade is much 
bigger. Eventually Cyprus 
will be to Russia what the 
Channel Islands are to Bri- 
tain” as an offshore busi- 
ness and banking centre. 

Tbe Russians are coining 
here for several reasons, he 
asserted. Russia and Cyp- 
rus have a very advan- 
tageous tax treaty. Russians 
are looking for a free mar- 
ket and a means of avoiding 
exchange controls in doing 
business on tbe internation- 
al scene. They can use the 
island’s efficient banking 
facilities, its communica- 
tions networks and enjoy 
the professional service of 
Russian-speaking Cypriots, 
educated in the former 
Soviet Union. Furth- 
ermore, the cost of operat- 
ing from Cyprus compares 
favourably with other 
offshore centres. Cyprus, 
located at the eastern edge 
of Europe, is close to the 
former Soviet bloc; it is 
Orthodox by religion as are 
Russians, Bulgarians and 
Serbs, and Russians, hailing 
from the cold north, enjoy 
the island's sea and sun and 
Mediterranean style of life. 

Positive proof of this final 
attraction is that Russian 
tourist arrivals have risen to 
4,000 a week. To accommo- 
date this flood, the Cyprus 
government, in May, in- 
creased the number of 
cheap charter flights and 
package holidays in hotels 

with Russian-speaking 
staff. 

Since virtually all Russian 
businesses have some son 
of mafia protection at 
home, it is not surprising 
that the mafia should follow 
Jem to Cyprus and that 
there should be complaints 
to die police and arrests of 
mafia “enforcers” trying to 


extend the influence of the 
mafia families to overseas 
Russian enterprises. These 
“enforcers” are much 
easier for the Cypriot au- 
thorities to identify and 
deal with than are the 
money lannderers. Legiti- 
mate businesses and banks, 
affiliated with the Russian 
centra] bank, are easily 
established by the mafia in 
Russia because there are no 
efficient and effective reg- 
ulatory bodies. (According 
to the U.S. Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, which has 
established an office in 
Moscow to monitor the 
mafia, 40 out of 260 banks 
there are mafia owned). , 
And once a business ap- 
plying to register in Cyprus 
has been given clearance by 
the Russian central bank, 
the Cypriot authorities are 
obligated -to accept its 
credentials. 

Although an agent of 
Russia's Federal Counterin- 
telligence Service, the for- * 
mer KGB, toid a local 1 
businessmen, “Cyprus is ; 
the mafia’s major centre for 
money laundering,” the 
Russians have not provided 
the Cyprus police with evi- 
dence to prove this allega- 
tion. And, the authorities 
here, who carefully ex- 
amine tbe books of every 
offshore enterprise, con- 
tend that the volume of 
business done by Russian 
offshore companies would 
not support that allegation. 
An informed source said 
Cyprus was probably being 
used to launder “small 
change” only, considering 
the volume of profits gener- 
ated by mafia activities in 
Russia and Eastern 
Europe. The majority of 
Russians operating from 
Cyprus are not money 
launderers but legitimate 
businessmen although they 
may be, increasingly, pla- 
gued by the mafia “enfor- 
cers." 

There are an estimated 
5.500 Russian mafia group- 
ings, many of them based 
on ethnic ties — * Ukrainian, 
Georgian, Tdietchen and 
Vietnamese. But experts 
believe that three or four 
men, all Russians, domin- 
ate the entire or gan ised 
crime scene. The major 
groups are functional, 
rather than geographic. 
They control protection for 
specific business activities 
rather than regions. Protec- 
tion is based on a fixed 
percentage of turn-over. 
The organisation is so 
secretive that minor bosses 
and “enforcers” may not 
even know to which ver tic al 
structure their grouping 
may belong. This formic? 
able underground has 
flourished in Russia and 
neighbouring countries be- 
cause of corruption, tiie col- 
lapse of the moral fibre of 
the society and a bewilder- 
rng array of rules and reg- 
ulations governing business 
activity. 
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Communism’s first 
dynastic succession 
is in place 


By Teraaki Ueno 

Reuter 

TOKYO — Gear signals 
from North Korea in the 
past week have ended spe- 
culation about a power 
.struggle to replace the 
•■great leader" switching 
the spotlight to bow his son 
Kin Jong-D will lead the 
nation into the future. 

Diplomats believe Com- 
munism’s first dynastic suc- 
cession is now firmly in 
place and they just await 
the timing of an announce- 
ment that the “dear leader” 
Kim Jong-11 has taken over 
the titles of the “great lead- 
er” Kim D-Sung. 

Kim D-Sung, who was 
North Korea's undisputed 
master for 49 years, died of 
a heart attack on July S 
after designating his eldest 
son, Kim Jon-D, as his suc- 
cessor. 

The delay in formally 
naming Mr. Kim Commun- 
ist Party chief and state 
president had set off 
rumours that a power strug- 
gle was holding up the 
appointments. 

But m the past week re- 
ports io North Korea's 
media, . visits to friendly 
capitals by North Korean 
officials and a step up on 
Pyongyang’s diplomatic 
activities laid the specula- 
tion to rest. 

“All indications are that 
power transfer is under- 
way without a hitch,” said 
Korea- watcher Hajime Izu- 
mi of Japan’s Shizuoka Pre- 
fcctural University. 

On Sunday, Japan’s 
Kyodo news agency re- 
ported the first viable sign 
that all was well with an 
account of North Korean 
troops replacing badges on 
their uniforms carrying the 


elder Kim's photograph 
with badges carrying his 

son's photograph. 

Kyodo said the red, Kim 
Jong>Il metal pins, similar 
in design to his father's, 
were first seen on the lapel 
of commanders of North 
Korean border guards at 
cities along the Yalu River 
border with China. 

Kyodo quoted East 
European military sources 
in North Korea as saying 
the badges were probably 
being mass-produced and 
had first been given to the 
military. 

North Korea may 
announce the succession on 
Oct. 10, the anniversary of 
the founding of the ruling 
North Korean Workers’ 
Party, or Oct. 16, the last 
day of the traditional 100- 
day Korean mourning 
period, Masao Okonogi of 
Keio University said. 

In the view of some 
Korea-watchers, Kim Jong- 
U’s real test starts when he 
takes over the titles. 

“It will be smooth up to 
the time of Kim Jong-D’s 
formal succession. But he 
will face enormous prob- 
lems immediately after 
that.” Shizuoka Universi- 
ty’s Izumi said. 

Without the stature of his 
father's role as founder of 
the nation, the younger 
Kim cannot expect the 
same patience from the 
population in solving its 
economic woes. 

The North Korean eco- 
nomy is widely believed to 
be in a serious crisis trig- 
gered by the collapse of the 
Soviet Union. 

• The isolated Stalinist 
state badly needs massive 
foreign investment and 
technological expertise for 
economic recovery. 
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Hundreds of cars were lining up to get petrol in Lagos during the strike by oil workers (AFP photo) 


Abacha’s hardline breaks Nigerian oil strike 


By James Jukwey 
Reuter 

LAGOS — Tough tactics 
by Nigerian military ruler 
Sani Abacha have broken a 
pro-democracy strike by oil 
workers that brought more 
grief to ordinary people 
titan to the general it was 
meant to oust. 

Gen. Abacha fired strike 
leaders and appointed 
administrators to take over 
the unions. 

Then, under pressure 
from within their own 
ranks, leaders of the Pen- 
gassan and Nupeng Unions 
called off the strike after 
two months. 

“It is tough to operate 
when you don’t have easy 
contact with your people 
and some of them were 
getting fed up after so many 


weeks,” a senior Nupeng 
member told Reuters. 

The stoppage started on 
July 4 to force the release of 
Moshood Abiola, the mil- 
lionaire businessman who 
proclaimed himself presi- 
dent in June based on the 
results of last year’s annul- 
led presidential election. 
He is now on trial for 
treason. 

Suspension of the strike 
m Nigeria's most lucrative 
industry gives Gen. Abacha- 
a much-needed respite from 
the campaign to force him 
out of power — though it is 
uncertain if it means an end 
to the turmoil. 

Gen. Abacha, an infantry 
general who seized power 
ui November ami d confu- 
sion after the election anul- 
ment, ordered the workers 


back to their jobs and slam- 
med shut the door to any 
further negotiations on the 
strike. 

Nupeng General Secret- 
ary Frank Kokori, a fierce 
opponent of military rule 
and chief strategist of the 
striking unions, was 
arrested along with senior 
Abiola aides and other 
leaders of the National 
Democratic Coalition 
(NDC) opposition group. 

“Kokori’s an-est left 
many of us in a lurch,” the 
senior Nupeng member 
said. 

Union sources said bran- 
ches from the main oil cities 
of Port Harcourt and Warri 
threatened to back out of 
the strike. 

Oil workers in the state 
sector returned to their jobs 


after the government 
ordered the strikers back to 
work. Those in the private 
sector largely held out 
although industry sources 
say some, especially road 
tanker drivers, have lately 
been resuming. 

That has helped restore 
fuel supplies, which the 
strike had disrupted, caus- 
ing many other businesses 
and banks in the country to 
shut down. 

Ordinary people 
appeared to have borne the 
brunt of the stoppage, 
queing for days at pump 
stations for petrol. 

Crude oil exports, Niger- 
ia’s main source of foreign 
exchange, was delayed but 
not halted and because 
world oil prices were driven 
up for fear of disruption in 


Nigerian supplies, the milit- 
ary government actually 
earned more for the oil. 

At home task forces 
made up mainly of soldiers 
were set up by various state 
governments to supervise 
the sale of the available fuel 
to the public. 

Petrol was openly 
hawked on the streets at 
black market prices of near- 
ly 20 times the official retail 
price. 

“In view of the fact that 
the ordinary masses are suf- 
fering and the military are 
producing more mil- 
lionaires from the fuel shor- 
tage we decided to suspend 
the strike,” Pengassan 
spokesman Arthur Onovir- 
an said. 

Industry sources said the 
union chiefs may also have 


been forced to end the 
strike because of threats by 
oil companies to stop 
paying their striking em- 
ployees. 

Oil companies, including 
the shell petroleum de- 
velopment company of 
Nigeria, the country’s big- 
gest producer which had 
been most affected by the 
strike, have been under 
pressure from the military 
government to stop paying 
the strikers. 

“Shell had discussions 
with its Nupeng and Pen- 
gassan chapters and made 
dear to them they will im- 
plement the no-work-no- 
pay policy from next 
week," one source said. 

Before now the striking 
workers have been receiv- 
ing wages. 


Russia’s bad lad says Zhirinovsky not nasty enough 


■ • By. Vanora Bennett 

- - - .Reuter 

■ * , c. 

MOSCOW — Life is war 
for Eduard Limonov, the 
leather-clad bad lad of Rus- 
sian radical politics,, who. 
complains the country’s 
quarrelling Communists, 
ultra- nationalists and intel- 
lectuals are just not aggres- 
sive enough. 

“I don’t even mind if 
some people are on the 
opposite ride of the front 
line, but intellectuals today 
are indifferent. That’s much 
worse. I wish they’d be my 
enemies, but they are just 
jdeserters,” he said. 


“They’ve left the battle- 
field.” 

Mr. Limonov, a writer 
whose homosexual re-' 
mmiscences shocked a prim 
Russian readership, has 
taken up politics in a big 
way since returning in 1991 
frbm 17 years' exile in the 
West, signing up with oppo- 
nents of President Boris 
Yeltsin’s reforms. 

But Russia’s modern-day 
jean genet is running out of 
allies. Sitting in a borrowed 
apartment, he told Reuters 
most radicals, his ex- 
friends, had connived with 
Mr. Yeltsin at selling the 
country to the “vampiriring” 
West. Russia had gone to 
the dogs. 

A '‘quick civil war” 
would be a better way to 
solve his country's prob- 
lems than the humiliation it 
was enduring now, be said, 
dressed in the crop-beaded, 
all-black, leatber-jerkined, 
bare-armed fashion of the 
movie guerrilla. 

“War is certainly underir- 
aWe, fo .put it mildly, but 
wc are not scared of war 
because what our country is 
bving through now is even 
worse than war,” Mr. 
Limonov said. 

0 Tor nine years our coun- 
try has been declining. 
From 1991 it has been de- 
dining with even greater 
speed. We are a nation in 
agonyT I prefer a quick dvil 
war to that situation." 

Mr. Limonov says he has 
proved be is ready to put his 
money where his mouth is. 

He has fought alongside the 
Bosnian Serbs, traditional 
Slav Orthodox allies of 
■Russia. 

“Tve been m five wars. 
Yon see, it probably sounds 
bizarrie but the level of life 
of the population- in Russia 
is much worse than that, 
say, in Serbian Krajina." 
'“People there are fed 
better than Russians. And 
they’re defending their own 
country with weapons... in 
their hands. Yes, of course 
it’s a risk to be killed but 


they have dignity. 

“we are humiliated 


to- 


day. but tb/5 .Serbs have 
y kept mtact their, dignity; 
They are heroest.” 

The Russian press' shed - 
new light on Mr. Limonov's 
escapades in Bosnia last 
year, saying the Bosnian 
..government had put a 
£500,000 price on his head. 

On his 50th birthday, on 
Febniaiy 23, Mr. Limonov 
and his cronies held up a 
post office for nearly two 
hours, in honour of the 
Soviet Red Army day holi- 
day. 

Mr. Limonov says he 
chose his side of the barri- 
cade two decades ago. 
when he was kicked out of 
the Soviet Union and wrote 
his autobiographical first 
novel “It’s me, Eddy.” 

As well as a story line 
about a man disappointed 
in love, experimenting with 
sex and shocked by emigre 
life in the United States, the 
book criticised the Soviet- 
era opposition figures 
Andrei Sakharov and dissi- 
dent writer Alexander Sol- 
zhenitsyn. 

It is only since his return 
that Mr. Limonov has really 
bad a chance to develop his 
ideas in the tumult of post- 
Soviet politics. 

There has been plenty of 
action to get bis teeth into. 
A broad spectrum of noisy 
Yeltsin opponents formed 
in the Soviet-era parliament 
wbich survived until 1993. 

Mr. Yeltsin outlawed the 
parliament last September 
and opposition figures bar- 
ricaded themselves inside 
the White House parlia- 
ment building for two 
weeks. 

The siege ended in battle 
when the conservatives. 
Communists and national- 
ists in the White House 
launched an attack on the 
Moscow television station 
Ostankino. Mr. Limonov 
took part. 

More than 60 people 
were killed that night as 
Mr. Yeltsin’s troops rebuf- 
fed the attack. At dawn the 
next day, Mr. Yeltsin's 
tanks fired on the White 
House. The opposition sur- 
rendered. 

With at least 147 dead 
according to the official 
death toll, he imprisoned 
ringleaders and called elec- 
tions to a new parliament in 
December. 

Mr. Limonov went off his 
friends — the Communists 
of Gennady Zyuganov and 
the ultra-nationalists of 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky — 
when they accepted seats in 
the new parliament despite 
having been on the side of 
the White House rebels. 

Now he denounces them 
as cowards who have com- 
promised with the “occupa- 
tion government.” 


“Although mod- 
erates see Mr. 
Zhirinovsky as a 
dangerous ultra- 
nationalist, a 
rallying-point for 
the country’s 
envy -ridden 
have-nots, Mr. 
Limonov says 
Mr. Zhirinovsky 
is a fake.” 



Mr. Zhirinovsky, whose 
bizarrely-named hard-right 
Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDPR) won 24 per cent of 
Russia’s votes in the De- 
cember poll, is the focus of 
much of his rage. 

Although moderates see 
Mr. Zhirinovsky as a 
dangerous ultra- 

nationalists, a rallying-point 
for the country’s envy- 
ridden have-nots, Mr. 
Limonov says Mr. Zhir- 
inovsky is a fake. 


Vladimir Zhirinovsky 

He has published a book 
denouncing him, saying his 
is really the namby-pamby 
Liberal Democrat that his 
party's name suggests. 

“He’s not a nationalists. 
He's a real liberal demo- 
crat, just stealing our slo- 
gans to get power," Mr. 
Limonov said. "His perso- 
nality is very tyrannical. 
He’s certainly going to be a 
dictator, brainless 
apparently, a kind of Rus- 
sian Idi Amin. 


“But he’s much more a 
promoter of capitalism than 
Mr. Yeltsin. And Mr. 
Zyuganov is a real, rosy 
social democrat. He's con- 
stantly talking now about a 

mixed economy.” 

Mr. Limonov says the 
only politicians of principle 
left are Viktor Anpilov, the 
radical Communist, and 
Alexander Barkashov, the 
radical nationalist. 
Together, they are planning 


revolution. 

They plan to close fore- 
ign firms and establish an 
economic iron curtain. 
They will put Mr. Anpilov 
up for 1996 presidential 

elections, although Mr. 
Limonov admits he’s un- 
likely to win. 

“We're talking about a 
revolution which will make 
Russia finally the Russian 
state and the' state of Rus- 
sians,” he said. 


Presses must roll 


By Richard Harwood 

CARLIN Romano of the 
Philadelphia Inquirer be- 
gins an essay on selecting 
the news with a quotation 
from the sainted Walter 
Lippmann: 

“All the reporters in the 
world working at all the 
hours of the day could not 
witness all the happenings 
in the world.” Nor all the 
happenings in a city, coun- 
ty, state or nation. 

We "witness,” as a mat- 
ter of fact, very few of the 
events and people we 
choose to write about — a 
murder in the ciry, a 
typhoon in Tonga, a failed 
coup in Comoros. We do 
not lurk behind curtains in 
the Oval Office or sit in 
cabinet meetings. Never- 
theless, space must be fil- 
led, and presses must roll. 

"What dobs the press 
cover?" Mr. Romano asks. 
“The off-the-cuff answers 
come quickly. What it feels 
like covering. What sells 
papers. What the competi- 
tion is covering. What it can 
get into the paper by 10 
p.m. What it has always 
covered.... Facts, Govern- 
ment. What’s important." 

Beyond these traditions 
and robotic habits we apply 
“values" to determine what 
and who is news, to deter- 
mine our agendas, to deter- 
mine what people “ought" 
to read and think atrout. 
We get a lot of help in 
making these determina- 
tions from other agenda set- 
ters: presidents, run-of-the- 
mill politicians, pressure 
groups of every description, 
lawyers, corporations and a 
“spin" industry that con- 
stantly messes with our 
minds. 

I ran a little lest on 77>e 
Washington Post, attemp- 
ting to learn something ab- 
out its news values and 
agenda for 1994. 

What’s important? 
What’s nor? Who and what 
makes news, and why? 

The Post's computers tell 
us we have published more 
items this year about people 
and events in Britain than 
about any other nation on 
Earth — China, Japan, 
Russia and Germany in- 
cluded. 

For whatever reason. I’m 
unable to recall any great 
happenings in Britain this 
year, with the possible ex- 
ception of the annual golf 
tournament. They've got 
the same queen. "TTiey have 
not gone to war with France 

and have not acquired any 
new colonies in Asia. Afri- 
ca or the Middle East. No 
one has run a two-minute 

mile. 

France and the French 


appear almost as often in 
the American press as Bri- 
tain and Britons, although 
once again I have no recol- 
lection of any historic hap- 
penings on that side of the 
channel in this calendar 
year. 

Nevertheless, it is true 
that vast numbers of the 
international corps of cor- 
respondents are still found 
in Paris and London. It is 
likely coincidental that 
these are highly congenial 
places to live. 

AIDS is a terrible disease 
that has been at the top of 
our public health agenda 
for years. I find more refer- 
ences to AIDS in The Post 
this year (and over the past 
eight years) than to cancer, 
stroke and heart disease 
combined, diseases which 
kill 55 times more people 
each year rhan AIDS. 

In the early days of the 
AIDS epidemic, the disease 
was novel, its victims were 
pitiable and news-worthy. 

Large-scale public educa- 
tion campaigns were laun- 
ched with the help of celeb- 
rities from all walks of life. 
Books were written. Maga- 
zine cover stories and news- 
paper series proliferated. 
Condoms enjoyed a great 
boom in sales and in popu- 
larity with both sexes — 
also with schoolchildren. 
Lobbies were organised. 
Demonstrations, were 
staged. The funding of 
AIDS research soared. 

But so little has changed 
during these years that the 
10th annual International 
Conference on AIDS voted 
recently to stop holding 
annual meetings because 
“new ideas were few and 
far between." The meetings 
will now be held every two 
years. 

Will the lack of AIDS 
progress affect our cover- 
age? We can only wait and 
see, but I doubt it. Some 
subjects stick to the agenda 
like Crazy Glue. Mean- 
while yesterday's popular 
killers — cancer, heart dis- 
ease et al. — continue to 
cull the population, espe- 
cially the old folks, as effi- 
ciently as ever. 

Who, in terms of The 
Post's attention, is at the 
centre of the universe? 
That's easy. The president 
of the United States, who- 
ever he is. He has no earth- 
ly rivals or unearthly rivals 
for That matter. Bill Gin- 
ton, as of Aug. 16, was a 
subject in 5,445 stories vs. 
1,197 for the “Supreme 
Being.” His wife. Hillary 
f70O), gets third place. 


The writer is a former 
ombudsman of The 
Washington Post. 
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:;ar\ Ron Brown's trade 


mission to China last week. 

John Bryson, chairman of 
Southern California Edison 
Co., a major U.S. utility that 
expects to sign S2 billion 
worth of contracts in China, 
said he has never seen the 
U.S. government and busi- 
ness work so closely together 
in developing overseas export 
markets, particularly in Asia. 

“The United States gov- 
ernment is an extremely 
effective partner and advo- 
cate for the United States 
business community," said 
Mr. Bryson, also a "member 
of the delegation. “We are 
very pleased by the lead- 
ership provided by the com- 
merce secretary.” 

Mr. Brown said that for the 
first time in its history, the 
United States has developed 
an export policy that will 
actively use America's poli- 
tical power and diplomacy to 
win contracts for its com- 
panies overseas. 

“This is a new partnership 


between the U.S. govern- 
ment and the U.S. business 
community." said Mr. 
Brown, whose trip to China 
yielded more than $6 billion 
contracts for U.S. com- 
panies. “And we are only at 
the beginning of what we can 
accomplish... one of our 
priorities has to be creating 
jobs for Americans." 

This new policy under U.S. 
President Bill Clinton has 
come under criticism for giv- 
ing business concerns priority 
over other issues, such as 
human rights, especially since 
Mr. Clinton renewed China’s 
most-favoured-nation trade 
status in May despite mount- 
ing abuses by Beijing. 

But Mr. Brown contends 
that “commercial engage- 
ment,” with U-S. businesses 
leading by example in an 
economically expanding Chi- 
na, is the best way to improve 
the human rights situation 
there. 


ClJiia s economic supremo could 
barely sleep from high inflation 


‘ BEIJING (R) — China's in- 
flation last month was over 20 
.-~pe? cent, an official newspap- 
-■fer reported Monday — and 
■.•tfca country’s economic sup- 
"jemo was quoted as saying 
. hfe could barely sleep for 
•worrying about price rises. 

■'The China Information 
daily called the August figure 
- for annual inflation intoler- 
do!e ;or some people. 

■ ‘It aid nor say whether it 
nxzs referring to the retail 
;; s5>>r price index in major 
cities or the residents' con- 
ietr.i: price inrie:; for the 
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“Annual inflation for the 
whole year is likely to be 20 
per cent, more than double 
the official target,” said one 
Japanese economist, speak- 
ing of the major cities index. 

“The best way to cut infla- 
tion is to reduce the money 
supply but this immediately 
affects state firms, many of 
which live off bank loans. 
This is a very unpopular poli- 
cy. It is very bard to strike the 
right balance between infla- 
tion and unemployed," be 
said. 

Li Jingwen. head of the 
economics department of the 
Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences, painted three sce- 
narios for 1994 in an article in 
Saturday’s Science and Tech- 
nology daily. 

The most favourable was 
for GDP growth of 10-11 per 
cent and inflation of 15 per 
cent. 

The second envisaged 
GDP growth of 13 per cent 
and inflation of about 20 per 
cent, forcing the government 
to impose a strict deflation 
policy and curtail many of its 
reform policies. 

Mr. Li said the worst case 
was GDP growth of less than 
10 per cent, inflation of 20 
per cent, a sharp rise in un- 
employment, a drop in living 
standards and stagflation, 
which would also lead to a 
halt in many reforms. 

While the likelihood of the 
second and third scenarios 
was low, he said, the risk 
remained. 

i-resh in the mind of policy- 
makers is the last serious 


bout of inflation, which 
peaked at an annual 18.5 per 
cent in 1988, then a post-1949 
record. 

A fierce deflationary policy 
cut it to 2.9 per cent in 1990 
but slowed growth sharply 
and threw millions out of 
work. 

The Japanese economist 
said the leadership wanted a 
“soft landing" this time but 
that looked increasingly diffi- 
cult. 

Inflation especially hurts 
retired people or workers in 
loss-making state firms. Tens 
of thousands have been sent 
home from such firms and are 
being paid a subsistence wage 
of as little as 100 yuan 
(S11.60) a month. 

Many ordinary Chinese be- 
lieve Beijing has lost the abil- 
ity to control inflation be- 
cause it has turned over so 
much of the economy to mar- 
ket forces which ignore gov- 
ernment orders. 

"The government issues 
price ceilings but shops 
ignore them," one factory 
worker said. "People buy 
fewer and fewer goods in 
state shops, where prices can 
be controlled, because the 
quantity and quality of their 
goods is shrinking.” 

"But the government need 
not fear street protests. We 
learnt our lesson after 1989. 
You complain with your 
friends and family but take it 
no further,” he said. 

In June 1989 student pro- 
tests caused in part by infla- 
tion were crushed by the 
military. 
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Brazil scandal boosts chances of 
Mexican to head world trade body 


“Those who assumed our 
role within the Chinese mar- 
ket would almost certainly be 
less concerned than we would 
be about issues such as hu- 
man rights,” he said. 

Delegation members said 
the United States had also 
been failing behind European 
countries, particularly Ger- 
many, France and Britain, 
because of the soft loans or 
aid they provide to Asian 
countries tied to projects in- 
volving companies from their 
respective countries. 

Mr. Brown said the United 
States export bank is taking a 
new aggressive approach in 
linking development loans 
and grants to projects involv- 
ing American companies. 

"We will use all the fair 
and legitimate tools at our 
disposal to ensure that we 
win the market share that we 
expect in China, in Hong 
Kong, in Asia and around the 
world,” Mr. Brown said. 

Chile sees 
trade pact 
with U.S. 
in a year 
or two 

SANTIAGO (R) — Chile’s 
Finance Minister said Sunday 
be hoped his country could 
sign a free trade accord with 
the United States in two 
years that would revolutio- 
nise the Chilean financial sys- 
tem. 

“When Chile has a bilater- 
al accord signed with the 
United States and eventually 
with Mexico and Canada, 
there wDl be a revolution in 
the national financial sys- 
tem,” said Finance Minister 
Eduardo Aninat. 

“I hope this happens in a 
year or two, at most,” he said 
in an interview published 
Sunday in the Santiago daily 
El "Mercuric. 

He said Vice President Ai 
Gore called him last month to 
confirm to him that Chile was 
next in line to join the North 
American Free Trade Agree- 
ment (NAFTA). 

“He gave us an optimistic 
vision, that things were going 
well,” said Mr, Aninat, refer- 
ring to the possibility of Chile 
joining NAFTA. 

Chilean and U.S. officials 
have still not officially, de- 
rided whether to make Chile . 
the fourth partner in NAFTA 
or seek separate bilateral 
pacts between Chile and 
NAFTA’s three current 
members. 

Most analysts see both 
sides leaning toward NAF- 
TA, although a decision is 
not expected until later this 
month. 


GENEVA (R) — A political 
scandal in Brazil has strongly 
boosted the chances that 
Mexican President Carlos 
Salinas de Gortari will be- 
come head of the new World 
Trade Organisation (WTO), 
diplomats and analysts said 
Monday. 

Brazlian Economy Minis- 
ter Rnbens Ricupero, who 
resigned at the weekend, was 
widely seen as the main rival 
to Mr. Salinas for leadership 
of the WTO, due to come 
into being next year under 
the GATT trade treaty 
signed in April. 

“I cannot see Ricupero re- 
maining seriously in the race 
after rh fc affair," said one 
trade envoy whose country 
had favoured the Brazilian, a 
widely-respected former 
ambassador to GATT, the 
General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade. 

An experienced GATT- 
wateber said Mr. Ricnpero’s 
admission that he hid bad 
financial figures to boost the 
presidential election cam- 
paign of his ministerial prede- 
cessor Fernando Henrique 
Cardoso “must at best spoil 
bis chances for the WTO.” 


Mr. Salinas, wbo already 
has the implicit backing of 
the United States and many 
Latin American countries to 
become the first head of a 
world trade body from a de- 
veloping country, was 
already viewed as the front- 
runner for the post. 

Many trade officials and 
diplomats say that his record 
as a president who ditched 
the protectionist policies of 
decades and turned Mexico 
into an open economy would 
help give political weight to 
the fledgling WTO. 

They point to the role of 
Mr. Salinas, who steps down 
later this year, in establishing 
the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 
which links his country with 
the United States and Cana- 
da — unthinkable under pre- 
vious Mexican administra- 
tions. 

GATT chief Peter Suther- 
land, who has said he does 
not want the job, gave Mr. 
Salinas an effective plug last 
week by praising Mexico for 
becoming the first NAFTA 
country — and only the third 
GATT member — to com- 
plete legal approval of the 


WTO. 

The new body, if the treaty 
signed by over 100 countries 
in Marrakesh. Morocco, in 
April is ratified by the major 
trading powers, will absorb 
the GATT — set up as a 
temporary body in 1948. 

Mr. Ricupero supporters 
had argued that his intimate 
knowledge of the workings of 
international trade and the 
links between trade and en- 
vironment which wfl] be a key 
issue for the new body made 
him better prepared to give it 
a quick start-up. 

If the Brazilian, whose 
fateful remarks were deli- 
vered as an aside before a 
television interview, does 
withdraw, Mr. Salinas will 
still face stiff competition 
from two other declared 
candidates — with dark 
horses perhaps waiting in the 
wings. 

The European Union is 
expected to endorse the can- 
didature of former Italian 
trade minister Renato Rug- 
giero, although there is hole 
sign that be has much support 
among other countries in the 
125-member GATT outside 
Europe. 


But trade diploma ^ 
officials say that during T. 
summer backing appear; 
have increased for Sonft 
Korea’s Trade Minister Kin, 
Chul Su wbo has spent 
entire career in trade pew! 
and visited Geneva to tahfa 
support in July. 

Mr. Kim has the support rf 

Australia and is expected to 
win formal endorsement 
from most if not all member* 
of the Association of Somh 
East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) and could gamer 
backing elsewhere in Asa. 

A possible compromise in 
case of deadlock in the selec- 
tion process, from which a 
consensus candidate is ex- 
pected to emerge in Noven. 


GATT members, is Nm 
Zealand’s Trade Negotia 
tions Minister Philip Burdoc 

But a strong chattense 
could come from Swede 
where Prime Minister Cai 
Bildt — a proponent of fie 
trade and open markets - 
faces possible defeat in ai 
election next month and ma 
be looking for an in tarnation 
al post, diplomats say. 


Turkey draws up new sell-off strategy 


ANKARA (R) — After 
several false starts, Turkish 
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller’s 
government has drawn up a 
new privatisation strategy 
which officials expect it to be 
submitted to parliament by 
the end of next week. 

The government is now 
awaiting comments from the 
political parties before put- 
ting the final touches on the 
draft bQI, officials said Mon- 
day. 

Two earlier laws, approved 
by parliament, were annulled 
by the constitutional court 
after opposition deputies and 
even some from Ms. Ciller’s 
coalition partners challenged 
the measures as illegal. 

After the past failures, Ms. 
Oiler is now seeking a man- 
date for the delayed eight- 
year-old sell-off programme 
— a key part of her economic 
plan. 


Under the new draft, 
shaped, after a series of imer- 
party debates last month, 
Turkey will give priority to 
the sale of state banks, 
accounting for nearly half of 
the banking system. 

It proposes creation of a 
privatisation undersecretariat 
and a safety net for em- 
ployees who may lose their 
jobs as well as introduction of 
an anti-cartel law. 

Turkey wfl] also maintain a 
“golden share” in some firms 
in stategic sectors, inducting 
energy, telecommunications 
and defence. It will sell the 
right to operate mines rather 
than ootright ownership. 

Tbe government will create 
a privatisation fund to pre- 
vent use of the proceeds to 
finance huge budget defidts. 

A high board of privatisa- 
tion, to consist of the prime 
minister and three other key 


i! 


A source of inspiration 


XDAJANI’S 

Gold & Gems Jewelry 
In Brazil & Jordan Since 1975 

In Amman: Amra Hotel Shops. 6th. Circle 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By GEasbergen 



“I need to burn more calories. 

I’ll have to start changing channels 
faster!” 



Now arrange the ch-eled tetters to 
torm me surprise answer, as sug- 
gested 6y the above cartoon. 


Yesterday’s 


Print answer hero: 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: LISLE SIEGE DINGHY WHALER 

Answer What me law made the crooked butcher see the 

error of— HIS WEIGHS ^ 


ministers, is to be in charge of 
choosing the firms to be 
privatised or dosed down. 

Privatisation officials said 
the draft could be further 
changed in tine with criticism 
from tbe political parties. 

“But I don’t expect any 
major changes. I hope the 
draft will receive parliament’s 
approval this month,” a 


senior offidal said. “Then, 
we will be mobilised to $eB 
shares in Turkey and 
abroad.” 

He said Turkey would 
offer shares on domestic and 
foreign capital markets as 
well as selling in blocks. ,r We 
don’t have too many choices. 
We have to use afl present 
sale mechanisms.” 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 6, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Forget the old and what has been 
recently frustrating as you focus your attention on investigating any 
sort of new interest that will provide you with more worldly 
understanding and awareness. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Forget about arguing with others 
because your ideas are different. Keep your promises. Do nothagu 
upset your position of security. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Complete the work at hand before 
going into a new interest which could take more time than you 
anticipated. Be conscientious. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Use your good judgment; yom 
hunches could be unreliable today. Steer dear of arguments, and 
avoid being social tonight. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Don’t permit households 
matters to deter you from making progress possible. Don’t lay into 
your mate over something trivial. 

LEO: (June 22 to August 21) Concentrate on important routines 
now and handle communications tomorrow. Think very construc- 
tively and logically. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Try to meet tbe wishes of 
family as much as possible and avoid any new financial commit- 
ments. Don’t argue with someone in business. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) If you get into a family 
argument, you cau carry through very nicely with affairs at hand. 
Don’t overspend for pleasure. Be sensible. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Get busy at being I 
constructive^ and stop worrying over something you can do little 
about. Don’t lay into family over something small. 

SAGHTARip: (November 22 to December 21) Contact experts 
and find out how to add to your income. Take care while driving on 
the highway. Relax tonight with your loved ones. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Exercise care in tbe 
handling of finances now, or you could make expensive errore. Be 
more concerned with personal matters. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Collect as much data 
confidentially as you can in order to formulate a plan. Avoid a group 
affair where arguments could start. Be happy. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) This is a good day for 
communicating and improving conditions around you. Don’t irritate 
a fellow associate. Forget your worries. 

Binhstone of September: Saphhire — Lapis LazuIIi 
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ACROSS 
1 Fad 

5 Ecomric wheefe 
9 Quarrel 

13 Town on ihe 
#ssatmer 

14 Kind of fund 

15 Acting award 

16 AUlre 

17 Ban room danca 
16 Chamberlain 
19 Assign 
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Solidere ground-breaking 
ceremony this month 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s 
Solidere company will hold a 
ground breaking ceremony 
on Sept. 21 to launch the 
postwar reconstruction of 
central Beirut, company 
chairman Nasser Chamaa 
said. 

The event, which will start 
what the company calls “the 
major urban redevelopment 
of the 1990s,” will be spon- 
sored by Lebanese President 
Elias Hrawi, Mr. Chamaa 
told Reuters. 

Solidere, formed in May 
with $1.82 billion capital, is 
poised to start reconstruction 
but has not yet chosen a 
contractor for the first stage 
of the infrastructure work, 
Mr. Chamaa said in a 
weekend interview. 

Eleven bids have been 
opened, ranging from $63 
million to $136 million, but 
the board of directors has not 
yet derided which to choose. 

The infrastructure work, 
expected to take 18 months, 
includes roads, utility net- 
works, tunnels and bridges, 


landscaping and laying out 


public «5qnarcs and spaces. 
Iced 


Asked when the work 
would begin, Mr. Chamaa 
said: “We’re working on this. 
I don't want to commit on a 
date.” 

“It’s already happening. 
The demolition is ongoing 
and'we're working out details 
of the contract with the in- 
frastructure contractor," he 
added. 

Solidere has already begun 
demolishing war-damaged 
buildings and shifting an esti- 
mated three million tonnes of 
rubble from the 1.8 million 
square metres site. 

Explosives, wrecking balls 
and bulldozers have swiftly 
demolished 120 buildings in 
recent weeks, creating a vast 
empty lot in the heart of the 
dry open to the Mediterra- 
nean shore. 

Feyrouz, the Lebanese sin- 
ger famed throughout the 
Arab World, will give the 
reconstruction of Beirut an 
.emotional sendoff with a con- 
cert at the site on Sept. 17. 


Arab Gulf countries to seek 


technology-for-oil deal with Japan 
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ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf states will ask 
Japan to help them acquire 
industrial technology in re- 
turn for stable crude supplies 
when they meet in Tokyo in 
November, a Gulf official has 
said. 

The Nov. 7-9 conference in 
Tokyo will attract hundreds 
of officials and businessmen 
from Japan and its main oil 
suppliers in the six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC). said Abdul Rahman 
Ai Jaafari, secretary general 
of the Doha-based Gulf 
Organisation for Industrial 
Consultancy (GOIC). 

Mr. Jaafari, quoted by the 
official Emirates News Agen- 
cy WAM, said the meeting 
would focus on bolstering 
economic, trade, scientific 
and technical cooperation 
with Japan, the top single 
commercial partner of the 
GCC. 

“There are several spheres 
of cooperation to be discus- 
sed at the conference, includ- 
ing oil and gas, which Japan 
needs for a long time to 
come. We will also disc u ss 
what Japan can offer the 
GCC countries to help them 
diversify their economies 
through investment and the 
supply of technology,” he 
said. 


He said GCC states also 
needed Japanese technology 
for water desalination, en- 
vironmental protection, agri- 
culture and sqiar energy. 

The conference will be the 
second between Japan and 
the GCC states, which have 
been locked in talks with 
major industrial powers to 
obtain technology needed for 
setting up new industries to 
reduce their reliance on oil. 

The two sides met in 
Bahrain last year and agreed 
on regular contacts to discuss 
boosting relations and even- 
tually sign an economic coop- 
eration pact. 

The talks followed critic- 
ism by GCC officials that 
Japan’s investments in the 
region did not match the 
strong ties between the two 
rides. 

According to official fi- 
gures, Tokyo’s investment in 
the GCC stands at around $4 
billion, compared with its tot- 
al foreign investment of more 
than $386 billion. 

By contrast, Japan is the 
GCC’s biggest commercial 
partner, with their two-way 
trade standing at around $35 
billion in 1993. It is the top 
importer of Gulf oil, receiv- 
ing nearly 60 per cent of its 
total crude imports from the 
region. 


Japanese officials expect 
the level to exceed 70 per 
cent by the year 2000 as 


demand in Japan is rising 


steadily and other sources of 
supply are declining. Mean- 
while, output capacity in the 
Gulf is growing. 

Japan has sought long-term 
crude supplies from the 
GCC, which controls around 
45 per cent of total proven 
world oil reserves. 

But the GCC countries — 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the 
United Arab Emirates, 
Qatar, Bahrain and Oman — 
want Japan to embark on 
joint ventures to help them 
obtain technology. 

The United States and the 
European Union argue that 
the Gulf market is too small 
for major projects and invest- 
ment laws need to be im- 


proved. 

“The conference comes i 
Gulf states have starte 
boosting their oil and gi 
production capacities an 
new investment opportunity 
are emerging in the region, 
a GCC official told AFP. 

“We will again explain t 
our Japanese partners thi 
cooperation will benefit all < 
us. They could have a rel 
able, long-term source of o 
supply but we also want 
reliable source of technok 


gy- 


The Riyadh-based GO 
secretariat has alread 
started asking regiong 
businessmen about ways t 
enhance trade links wit 
Japan by increasing non-o 
exports. It urged them t 
present proposals ahead c 
the Tokyo meeting. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsesson on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Monday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 1.3656/66 
1.5552/62 
1.7445/55 
1.3070/80 
32.01/05 
5.3245/95 
15693/0.8 
98.90/00 
7.6763/63 
6.8250/00 
6.1400/50 

One sterling $13466/76 
One ounce of gold $386.60/387.10 


Canadian dollar 
Deotschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


Shanghai market stages 
stunning bull run 


HONG KONG (R) — 
Chinese domestic stocks 
staged a stunning bull run in 
Shanghai Monday, e clipring 
percentage gains on otheT 
Asian stock markets with a 13 
per cent surge in the A share 
— index. 

Outside China, South Ko- 
rean share prices made the 
most ground, with the com- 
posite index soaring 239 per 
cent on what brokers in Seoul 
said were renewed hopes the 
bourse would rally by the end 
of the year. 

In the region's major mar- 
kets, Hong Kong's Hang 
Seng ended 60.48 points, or 
0.61 per cent, higher at 
9.962.04 after climbing to a 
peak of 10,064.86. Tokyo's 
Nikkei-225 average ended 
down 244.65 points, or 1.18 
per cent, at 20,409.18. 

Shanghai's A-share added 
116.98 points, or 13.66 per 
cent, to 973.48 on record 
turnover of 15.49 billion yuan 
($1.8 billion), topping the 
former record of 12.8 billion 
yuan ($1.5 billion) on Aug. 


11. 


Institutions, major; ind 
vidual share-holders an 
small investors went on 
buying spree, their conf 
dence boosted by news tin 
Beijing was pressing ahea 
with a plan to invite foreig 
funds into the domestic A 
share market, brokers said 


In Seoul, brokers reporte 
strong buying across th 
board, pushing some primar 
blue chips to record highs an 
lifting the composite inde 
21.73 points higher £< 
969.61 , close to the day's hig 
of 971.46. 


Brokers said foreign inves 
tors, particularly U.S. ai> 
Japanese funds, led buying l 
Hong Kong while many loc£ 
investors sought to take pro 
fits. 

“This was a rally of pur 
fear and greed — fear the 
were missing out and greed i; 
the need to squeeze out tb 
last drop,” said Nial Good 
ing, head of research a 
Kleinwort Benson. 
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La Vita Lounge 

12:00 pm - v - Lntt? 


HOME MAPE PASTA £ 

SALAPS.. PIZZA.. SANDWICHES 


Mm mike ok Bent 

at thabss casual ttaiafl rattauranttauwa 



SHMEISANI * TEL: 682122 


v CHENS \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarrftouk 
Engineer? Hpfising 
Estate, nedr Kilo 
Supermarket 

Baroque (or 

rWayonfy 
Teh 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

OpmdaiWmn- 330 p.m. 
630 - Midnight 

Ah Conditioned Hafl / 


\ 



g|/£awt^ 

The first 8 bait 
. Chinese Restaurant 
hi Jordan 

1st Circle, Mat Amman, near 

AhUyyahGnls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — MkinigBt 

TtL $38908 


j-- 


JAMAi TRADINGS- 
UAL ESTATE CO, 

FOR RENT 


Furnished & unfurnished 
Villas & Apartments 
Buying & Selling 
Land & Property 


Tel: 

688816-681113 




American 
cars lose 
ground 
in Saudi 
market 


General Mortors saw salt; 
in its largest export marlo 
decline by 10 per cent ^ in tt 
first half of this year, deale 
reported. 

G.M. sales are expected t 
slip another 10 per cent in ti 
second half of the year amid 
general slump in the San 
market. 

The kingdom absorbs on> 


third of total G.M. prodn 
tion. General Motoil 


accounts for an estimated ' 
per cent of all American ca 
imported by Saudi Arabi 
G.M. dealer Amir AI Zatr 
said. 

Dealers blamed rising ii 
flation for a drop in auto salt 
in a market where gasoline 
cheaer than drinking wati 
and the population is spres 
out over much of the Arabic 
Peninsula. 


Saudi Arabia, the work! 

isfering economic dffidiiti 
because of the slump in wor 
oil prices and the cost of ti 
1991 Gulf war. 

Last year, auto sales 
Saudi Arabia dropped by : 
per cent, but the big thn 
U.S. car-makers — G.M 
Ford and Chrysler — co 
ceded only five per cer 
They sold 39,000 units 
1993 compared to a bo 
41,000 the previous year. 

Chrysler suffered the mot 
losing 19 per cent, while Fa 
shed seven per cent ai 
G.M. 5 per cent. 

The biggest slump wqs th 
in passenger ears, whe 
Chysler posted a decline 
more than 40 per cent in th 
category against Ford's 6.u 
per cent, according to stati! 
tics released by Saudi Ari 
bia’s G.M. dealers associ 
tion. i 

Light trucks and pfckir 
did slightly better. Mr. 

said sales of large ujiliti 

E w by 3.5 per cent, pnmai 

because of a good showi] 
the GMC Suburb* 
which consolidated its mark 
share by about 50 per cen 


DAMMAM, Saudi Arab 
(AP) — General Motoi 
(G.M.) and other U r S. aut 
manufacturers are losin 
ground in Saudi Arabia, eon 1 
pany representatives hav 






















IOC takes new steps to 
combat doping in sport 


PARIS (R) — The Iniema- 
r - ■--.‘rional Olympic Committee 
>-'-~(IOC) intensified the fight 
against doping in sport Mon- 
day. by adopting clear guide- 
lines to athletes and federa- 
•” Op tions in a long-awaited and 
•^/^far-reaching medical code. 

The code lists all banned 
substances as well as accept- 
' ' able medications and lays 
-. .. -down standard penalties for 
; - . -/offenders in a 7S-page docu- 
which IOC medical 
%?'?"chief Prince Alexandre de 
t* - Merode described as a “cor- 
l* inerstone" of the doping bat- 
tle. 

■ fc - . ; De Merode also moved to 
■ -/clear up other confused areas 
“ t - -.of. doping in spon by pledging 
~Z- -urgent talks to stop what he 
Z-Z .called "intolerable” situa- 


tions affecting ahtletes. in- 
cluding the case of Spanish 
Tour de France champion 
Miguel Indurain and British 
runner Diane Modahl. 

De Merode said talks 
would be held with govern- 
ments in an effort to get them 
to accept the IOC banned 
drugs list and not to enforce 
different standards. 

Indurain faces a hearing in 
France this week for taking 
salbutamol during a cvcle 
race in May even though he 
took it through an inhaler for 
a respiratory problem, a 
treatment allowed by the 
IOC and the International 
Cycling Union (UCI). 

But salbutamol is totally- 
banned under a rough French 


iy si 


ede Britain athletes 
Incorrect 9 to run 


LONDON (R) — The inter- 
■ national Amateur Athletic 
: Federation (IAAF) appeared 
; to ease the pressure on Bri- 
tain’s women competing in 
.this weekend’s World Cup 
' when General Secretary 
Istvan Gyulai conceded Mon- 
>Lday they were "legally not 
.incorrect" to take part. 

The team's participation 
was thrown into doubt by- 
Diane Modahl’s positive dop- 
•• ing result in Portugal, but the 
' British Atheltic Federation 
'-announced last week they in- 
• tehded to compete. 

“I have chosen my words 
" carefully after studying the 
legal situation during the 
weekend," said Gyulai. 
speaking from the federa- 


tion's headquarters in Monte 
Carlo. 

“Regrettably for Britain, 
the end result may still be the 
same, that is they will have 
their results annulled. But 
they are not incorrect to com- 
pete.” 

British team spokesman 
Tony Ward said, “I am very- 
pleased the IAAF have 
changed their attitude and 
now seem to be agreeing with 
what we have been saying all 
along." 

Gyulai 's statement is a de- 
parture from the lAAFs 
more hardline approach last 
week when they insisted, 
both publicly and privately, 
that the British team should 
be withdrawn from the com- 



■t® . end Chinese’ boycott threat 


• TOKYO (R) — Asian 
- Games organisers Monday 
. asked the head of the Olym- 
• •• pie Council of Asia (OCA) to 
let them know which heads of 
. • . £t£)te he has invited to the 
-event as a disastrous Chinese 
. ■ , -boycott of the games looms 
;* closer. 

; - The invitation issue involv- 

. .ing OCA President Ahmad 

. , A1 Fahad of Kuwait has 

turned into a diplomatic and 

security nightmare for 

■ Japanese officials for the 

1 ~ games which open on Oct. 2 

" * ' in Hiroshima. 

1 _ ■ * 

The main worry is an OCA 
- invitation issued to Taiwan 
’■ ■■-President Lee Teng-Hui 
which has led China, the 
l -.-j Asian Games champions 
’» -since 1986. to threaten to 
; boycott the games. 

. ;“We are urging the OCA 


headquarters in Kuwait to 
send a list of OCA president- 
invited guests. But we have 
not received any answer from 
the OCA,” said a Hiroshima 
Asian Games official. 

In Kuwait, an OCA official 
said Ahmad was out of the" 
country until next weekend 
and had no comment on the 
row. 

A record 7,300 athletes 
and officials from 42 nations 
are due to take part in the 
quadrennial sports event 
from Oct. 2 to 16, competing 
in 337 events in 34 sports. 

The OCA is the sponsor of 
the games and Hiroshima 
organisers are worried time 
is running out to put the 
finishing touches on staging 
Asia's biggest sporting event 
because of uncertainty about 
China’s participation. 


Japanese security officials 
are worried rhat with less 
than a month until the games 
they do not know how many 
major gjiests they will need to 
protect?-' 

‘The invitation to Lee was 
made by the OGA president 
without consulting with us. 
So far, we have not heard 
(from the OCA) of any other 
heads of states being invited 
to attend the games." the 
official said. 

Games officials axe mysti- 
fied why the OCA president 
would invite only one Asian 
head of state. 

They are even more mysti- 
fied, and some officials even 
angered, at why a group like 
the OCA which is charged 
with overseeing sport in Asia 
would be so unaware of the 
sensitivity of the China- 
Taiwan issue. 
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law to combat doping in 
sport. 

“It's ridiculous to think 
that athletes must have a 
dictionary of doping laws be- 
fore going into every single 
country to compete." de 
Merode told a news confer- 
ence. “It's intolerable." 

Modahl's case, where there 
was a nine-week delay in 
reporting the findings of a 
positive a, or first sample, of 
a dope test, was also un- 
acceptable, he said. 

De Merode said the IOC 
would put pressure on accre- 
dited laboratories to speed up 
their processes and would 
also talk with international 
federations on ways to avoid 
such delavs. 



Cowboys open NFL 
season with win 


petition. 

Britain's participation was 
jeopardised after S00 metre 
runner Modahi tested posi- 
tively for testosterone in Lis- 
bon on june IS. a week be- 
fore earning maximum points 
for Britain in the European 
Cup. 

The results of that test 
were not known until nine 
weeks later. The “B" test 
sample produced a second 
positive result on Aug. 30 
and Gyulai's statement on 
Monday was based on those 
two dates. 

“At the present time, and 
until she is banned following 
a hearing, her suspension 
dates from Aug. 30. the date 
of the second "test. 


France shun Paris to 
heal Bulgarian trauma 



‘ 1- C.- 


Agencies 

FRANCE'S Soccer team 
embark on a crucial interna- 
tional campaign in Slovakia 
this week, hoping to heal a* 
I string of traumas by qual- 
ifying for the 1996 European 
Championship in Britain. 

Their first match in qual- 
ifying Group One, on 
Wednesday in Bratislava, will 
also be the first official tie for 
manager Aime Jacquet, who 
replaced Gerard HouIIier in 
the wake of the biggest 
trauma of all — France's 3-2 
defeat by Bulgaria in Paris 
last November which stopped 
them reaching the World Cup 
finals. 

The shock was such that 
Jacquet, who claims an un- 
beaten record of five games 
since he took over last De- 
cember. said his team would 
not play at the Parc des 
Princes for the time being to 
avoid the hostility of Parisian 
fans. 

“After the hard blow we 
suffered in Paris against Bul- 
garia, we cannot have France 
playing there again soon. The 
trauma is too deep,” he told 
French daily Liberation. 

“Well get more support 
from a provincial crowd for a 
while,” he added. 

For that reason, France 
have decided to host Roma- 
nia in St. Etienne next month 
in their second qualifier. 

Players confirmed the pain 
was not erased yet. 

“I know that the defeat (by 
Bulgaria) will haunt me for 
the rest of my life," defender 
Paul le Guen said. 

For Jacquet, who will have 
to do without injured stars 
Marcel Desailiy and Jean- 


tion finals, the 1992 Euro- 
pean Championship in 
Sweden, in which their poor 
showing led national legend 
Michel Platini to resign. 

“My only goal is to lead 
this team to the European 
Championship in England. If 
I make it. I’ll be the happiest 
man on earth," Jacquet said. 

“The Euro 96 is a spring- 
board for the 1998 World 
Cup. We need to go to Eng- 
land to smell the flavour of 
high-level competition ahead 
of 1998.” 

In 1998, France will host 
the World Cup finals and for 
once will not have to go 
through the qualifying stages. 
But they are keen to prove in 
the meantime that they can 
make it to the top the hard 
way. 

Croatia 2, Estonia 0 

Opening the qualifying 
matches of the European 
championships, Croatia 
made a triumphant debut 
Sunday in its first-ever major 
qualifying tournament, over- 
powering Estonia 2-0. 

Davor Suker scored both 
goals in the one-sided match- 
up of Group Four teams. 

The Sevilla striker drove in 
the first goal just a minute 
before halftime. Midway 
through the second half, he 
dashed any Estonian hopes 
for a draw when he weaved 
past defenders and tapped 
the ball past goalie Mart 
Poom. 

Only a series of impressive 
saves by Poom kept Croatia 
from running up the score in 
the game, played in front of a 
sparse crowd. 

Croatian players repre- 
sented Yugoslavia, since 


Pierre Papin on Wednesday, Yugoslavia, since 

leading Fiance to the Eurb- ^ ,n er ^- m P“< ““™- 
pean Championship finals is a 0O " ai . “““ "mentions 
must . r K Estonia played in the 


must. 

The Bulgaria defeat, 
however spectacular, was but 
the climax of a string of poor 
results in official competi- 
tion. 

Since playing the semifin- 
als in the 1986 World Cup, 
the French have only made it 
to one official team competi- 


European Championships 
before World War II, but 
Sunday's match was the 
country's first since regaining 
independence from the 
Soviet Union in 1991. 

Wad 2, Poland 1 

Ronen Harazi scored twice 


Looking for somebody (male or female) who can cook 
(international cuisine desirable), clean and iron satisfac- 
torily. He or she should be highly reliable and motivated. 
Only English or French speaking. Working hours 06:30 
a.m. till 1 5:30 p.m. from Sunday to Thursday. Friday and 
Saturday off. 

Please call 685853 for interview. 


NEEDED 
BUS DRIVER 

English speaking, must have driver's li- 
cence for all cars. 

Please call Mr. Hamdi at 813944 - 46. 


-y-w. '..r . ><- :-,-v ■ : 


Business Lunch A VTisrino^ 


- Confront him at'fmpjlW ! 
He'll take it! 



f ." • i . .. .'3 * .- v ~ " •• - 


It's distracting 


Luncheon Vouchers available at author is ed Travel Agents 
and at Recaption : Complete Meal Including Drinks JO 10,000 


Call IsriM 816690 -Sweifiy eh 


to give Israel a 2-1 victory 
over Poland on Sunday. 

Harazi broke open a dull, 
lifeless game and gave Israel 
the lead in the 43rd minute, 
taking a through pass from 
Tal Banin and beating 
onnishing Polish goalkeeper 
Yosef Wandzik from the cor- 
ner of the penalty area. 

Playing before 4,000 in 
Ramat Gan Stadium outside 
Tel Aviv, Israel maintained 
pressure after halftime. Full- 
back Marko Balbul beat 
three defenders only to see 
his 20 -metre shot strike the 
inside of Wandzik’s post in 
the 55th minute. 

Three minutes later Harazi 
added the eventual game 
winner, pouncing on Haim 
Ravivo's through ball with 
the Polish defence backtrack- 
ing. 

The Poles resorted to a 
more direct aproach in the 
final 25 minutes. Roman 
Szewczyk missed a chance 
from 30 metres in the 70th 
minute, but Roma Kosecki 
finally scored in the 79th mi- 
nute, volleying a cross from . 
substitute Ryszard Czerwiec 
from 5 metres. 

The poles continued their 
pressure until the final whis- 
tle but failed to finish their 
chances. i 

The game marked the first 1 
time Israel has played in the 
European Championship. 
Although it has played as 
part a member of Asia, 
Oceania and Europe in inter- 
national competitions, in 
1991 the country was formal- 
ly accepted as a permanent * 
member of UEFA and in- 
vited to participate in its com- 
petitions. 

Sunday’s victory put it atop 
qualifying Group I, ahead of 
Azerbaijan, France, Roma- 
nia and Slovakia, all of which 
play their first games 
Wednesday. 


PITTSBURGH, Pennsylva- 
nia (AFP) — New coach. 
Same results. 

Two-time defending Super 
champion answered any 
doubts about how they would 
perform under new coach 
Barry Switzer, giving Timmy 
Johnson’s replacement a 26-9 
victory over Pittsburgh here 
Sunday on the opening day of 
the National Football League 
(NFL) season. 

“We knew there would 
probably be hell to pay if we 
didn't win,” running back 
Emmitt Smith said. “Despite 
all the distractions, we're a 
team that is very determined. 
The Cowboys are fine. Just 
leave us alone and quit Dying 
to tear us apart.' 

Smith, NFL rushing cham- 
pion the past three years, ran 
for 171 yards and a touch- 
down against the Steelers. 
Quarterback Troy Aikman 
directed Dallas to scores on 
their first four drives and the 
Cowboys took their first step 
toward a third Super Bowl 
title next January in Miami. 

“We’re going to do it,” 
receiving Alvin Harper said. 
“We're going to take it ail the 
way to Miami.” 

Switzer, who was retired 
for five years before making 
Dallas bis first NFL asign- 
ment, downplayed his role. 

“The cowboys win because 
they're a team and I have 
better players than Jimmy 
started out here with,” Swit- 
zer said. 

Johnson was watching on 
televiaon as part of the com- 
mentary team for the Fox 
network. The billion-dollar 
TV deal bv Australian-born 
Rupert Murdoch was well re- 
ceived by most accounts. 

The Dallas game was also 
noteworthy for having a fan 
rush onto the field and evade 
several policemen before fall- 
ing to the grouind where he 
was handcuffed and arrested 
before a national television 
audience. 

William Thompson was 
charged with disoraerly con- 
duct and defiant trespass af- 
ter rushing onto the field and 
shaking hands with two Dal- 


las players late in the W 
quarter. ^ 

Top playmakers ope™ 
the season with 
efforts. Joe Montana, ^ 
guided San FramascotothnJ 
Super Bowl titles, thnsw^ 
touchdowns to spaiifojJ?" 
City past New Orleans 3 CM 7 
Montana completed 24 of 3 si 
passes for 315 yards. 

Miami’s Dan Marino snt. 
fered a tom Achilles tendon 
and missed the final ligand 
of last season but rented 

with the second-largest m*. 

sing game of his career. Mat 
no completed 23 of 42 passes 
for 473 yards and five touch, 
downs as the Dolphins rallied 
to beat New England 39-35 
“I don’t have to prove anw 
thing to anybody,” Marino 
said. “I’ve been playing in 
this league for 12 years.” 
The biggest surprise came 
in Indianapolis, where rookie 
rusher Marshall Faulk gaii y^ 
174 yards and scored three 
touchdowns for the Colts q a 
45-21 rout of Houston. He 
rushed for 143 yards and 
scored on runs of 1, 2 and 11 
yards. He also gave the Cofc 
their first opening-quarter 
touchdown since 1992. 

Buffalo, which lost the past 
four Super Bowls, showed 
poor form in a 23-3 home loss 
to the New York Jets. They 
had not lost an opener since 
1987 and had won 12 of then 
past 13 games against the 
Jets. 

Jason Hanson’s 37-yard 
field goal in over-time lifted 
Detroit past Atlanta 31-28. 
Scott Mitchell's 15-yard 
touchdown pass to Anthony 
Carter with 30 seconds re- 
maining in regulation forced 
the extra session. Mitchell 
and Atlanta's Jeff George 
each threw three touchdown 
passes. 

In other games, Arizona 
edged the Los Angeles Rams 
14-12, Geveland beat Cincin- 
nati 28-20, Seattle dumped 
Washington 28-7. Chicago 
beat Tampa Bay 21-9, Green 
Bay edged Minnesota 16-10 
and the New York Giants 
tripped Philadelphia 28-23. 


Le Jingyi smashes record 
at world championships 


ROME (AP) — Chinas Le 
Jingyi made a stunning start 
to foe swim events at foe 
World championships Mon- 
day when she sliced almost 
half a second off the world 
record for the women’s 100 
metres freestyle. 

With record holder Jenny 
Thompson swimming in the 
next lane, Le was first into 
her stroke in the final and 
bad the race won by halfway 
as she powered to foe gold 
medal in 54.01 seconds. 

Another Chinese swim- 
mer. Lu Bin, also beat 
Thompson's two-year-old 
mark of 54.48 to finish 
second with Germany's Fran- 


zi Van Alnudck winning die 
bronze in 54.77. 

Thompson, who broke her 
arm in May but has since 
returned *to form, finished 
fourth in 55.16 but found her 
record had been broken by 
0.47. 

Tin a bit tense,” Le said 
after her swim. “To finish in 
54.01 that is a new world 
record is like a dream come 
true.” 

Le. who was fastest quali- 
fier, led foe field almost as 
soon as she hit foe water and 
reached foe turn in 5279, 
half a body length ahead of 
her countrywoman. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 


Al-jubaiha - dose to Jordan University 

TTnroo hod r/yvwic _ t\4 <114 11 n 



FOR SALE 

Various items of used household furniture 
can be viewed on Sunday, 1 1 09 1 994 
between 10:00 and 12:00. 

Tel. 668191 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

1 ’ SSSm f litt^K5 ed « ap ? rtment ’ 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
modem kitchen L-shaped salon with dlassed-in veran- 

(2nd C flSr') ' Telephone - central ^"9 & inte!S£ 

0 & Hospilal,^ 

2 ‘ gaSn 00 " 15, 9r ° Und ,loor with garage and 

3. One bedroom with terraces and big salon available. 

Call tel.; 641345, all day. 


| A | ARABIC FOR SPEAKERS 
OF OTHER LANGUAGES 

The Language Centre at the Universitv nf 

“r:z e r s, 

on September 17, 1994 and commen<: e 

Tile programme is'int^i^c'^^ln^ IZT* - 
and me e. tor 20 hours per vLTSSy" ^ 

Registration begin, Saturd^ Se^l’Tw!!: 


Colourful 

Christie 

rebounds 

SHEFFIELD, England (AP) 
— Linford Christie, wearing 
an outfit that featured some 
of his press dippings, broke 
his three-race losing streak 
Sunday with a victory in the 
rarely-run 150 metres at the 
Sheffield International Meet 
Christie, world and Olym- 
pic 100 -metre champion, out- 
sprinted fellow Briton and 
world 200 -metre silver 
medalist John Regis to come 
home in 14.97 seconds, Regis 
clocked 15.15. 

“Although I have lost 
three races, I have still won 
foe championship medals and 
that's what really matters," 
said Christie, who was second 
to American Dennis Mitchell 
in the 100 at the Grand Prix 
final in Paris Saturday. 

Jan Zelezny, who broke 
tire world javelin record here 
last year, overcame the damp 
conditions to win tire event 
again with a throw of 91.82 
meters, the longest in the 
world this year. 

The Sheffield meet is-tbe 

traditional welcome-home 

event for British athletes at 
foe end of the Grand Prix 
season, and Christie often 
uses foe occasion to wear bis 
most flamboyant outfits. 

“It breaks up tire mono- 
tony,” said Christie, sporting 
the white suit with newspaper, 
headlines such as ‘■'True 
Brit.” “People come to tins 
meeting to see what I am 
wearing and I like to ff** 
them something different. 
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Detroit past Atlanta 31 J? 
Scott Mitchell’s 15 .}^ 
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«ammg in regulation 
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and Atlanta's Jeff Gem* 
each threw three touchdow 
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and the New York Giaas 
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a Van Almsick winning dk 
bronze in 54.77. 

Thompson, who broke be 
arm in May but has since 
returned ‘to form, fuusbed 
fourth in 55.16 but found her 
record had been broken by 
0.47. 

“I'm a bit tense," Le sad 
after her swim. “To finish ii 
54.01 that is a new world 
record is like a dream cone 
Hue." 

Le, who was fastest quali- 
fier, led the field almost as 
soon as she hit the water and 
readied the turn in 52-79. 
half a body length ahead « 
her countrywoman. 
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Colourful 

Christie 

rebounds 

SHEFFIELD, England (Af) 

— Linford Christie, wear^ 
an outfit that featured so® 
Of his press dippings, bjw 
bis three-race losing 5°®” 
Soaday with a victory uj *r 
rareiy^uii 150 metres at 

Sheffield International Me^- 
Christie, worid and 
pic 100-metre champion.^, 
painted fellow Bnton JJJ 
world 200 -metre siiv= 
medalist John Regis w ^ 

borne in 14.97 seconds. 
docked 15.15. In$ t 

“Although I ^ 
three races, I have sgi 

the championship medi " r c - 
that’s what really 
sad Christie, who wass^jj 
to American Dennis Mi ^ 
m the 100 at the Gm*d n 
final in Paris Satur^y-^ 
Jan Zelezny, 
the work! javelin 
test year, overcame me 
oonchdons to win ® . g 
’gain with a throw ot j ^ 
rosters, the longest 
«orid this year. . 

- The Sheffield meet j* ; 

xadiiional wclcol ?L,f* $ J 
went for British atnw [ 
he end of the Gran ^ * 
»K». and Chnsoe^ I 

ues the occasion to* 

Dost flamboyant outf Lofi* 
“It breaks up , the 
^."saidOujffl^, 
be white suit with 
leadlines such as ^ 
hit.** “People come 1 { ^ 

* ann g and I % 

Km something di» e 


Sports 


Unser wins in Vancouver 
Mansell, Fittipaldi crash 


VANCOUVER, British Col- 
umbia (R) — Al Unser Jr. 
started the weekend in bed 
and finished in the winner’s 
circle late Sunday, as Bri- 
tain’s Nigel Mansell survived 
a crash with Brazil’s Emerson 
Fittipaldi at the Vancouver 
Indy Car. 

Suffering from food 
poisoning, Unser was too 
weak to attempt qualification 
Friday and was barely able to 
dimb into his Penske Dmor 
Saturday. 

On Sunday he survived the 
numerous crashes, spins and 
fiat tires that plagued every- 
one else and slowed the aver- 
age speed to 89.166 miles- 

per-hoor for the 102-lap race. 

“We’re pretty sore inside, 
but winning makes you feel 
better,” said Unser, celebrat- 
ing his third straight victory, 
eighth this year and 27th m 
his Lady car career. 

Pole sitter Robby Gordon, 
forced to make extra pit stops 
caused by two flat tires and 
the loss of a third gear, 
finished 2239 seconds behind 
Unser. 

The brakes on Michael 
Andretti’s Reynard Ford 
Cosworth kept locking , up, 

ranging him tO h um p into 

Canadian Paul Tracy ‘pud 
others. But he survived .to 

finish thir d. | 

Mansell, the defending 
series champion who is win- 
less this year, appeared in top 
form, leading from lap 37 
■until his final pit stop on lap 
75. 

The Briton fell to sixth and 
was challenging Fittipaldi for 
third on the final lap, when 
they crashed in the last turn. 
Bttpaldi was credited with 
ninth and Mansell tenth. 

Unser took on die lead on 
lap 77, running a very con- 
servative race. “We watched 


everybody crash into each 
other,” be said, adding that 
bis team owner roger Penske 
coached him on the radio. 
“Roger called a perfect 
race," Unser said. “He ‘to 
told me when to pit and when 
not to pit." 

With three races remaining 
in the series, Unser has a 
commanding 56-point lead 
over Fittipaldi, 193-137. 

Mansell’s bid to break a 
yearlong victory drought en- 
ded with a typical crash 
with his friend Fittipaldi, a 
two-time worid champion. 

Early in the race, die 41- 
year-old Mansell shadowed 
leader Gordon , and took 
advantage of his foe’s punc- 
tured tire to take the lead, 
which be continued to bold 
until bis second and final pit 
stop. 

_ “We hit the yellows (cau- 
tion flags) wrong all day to- 
day," said Mansell, who slip- 
ped to sixth place after a 
poorly -tuned pfr stop. 

u It was a strange race,” 
team manager Jim McGee 
explained. “We .tried to do 
the fuel right, but the yellows 
fell wrong. By aD rights, the 
guys in front of Nigel at the 
end should have been run- 
ning out of fuel, but the 
yellows helped them all.” 

The day turned from bad 
to worse in the last turn of the 
last lap. ManseD had climbed 
back to fourth and was chal- 
lenging Fittipaldi for third, 
when he hit the Brazilian 
from b ehind. 

“A champion like Nigel 
shouldn’t do that,” Fittipaldi 
said. “He tped to stop ms car 
with my car v It’s a shame. 
The last comer of the last lap, 
and Nigel came like a torpe- 
do. And there was no car 
room between my car and the 
wall,” he said. 
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ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

•965 AK6 KQ654 #AQ 
The hiddina has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 I * 1 NT Paw 

7 

Whafdo'yiju bid nuw? * ~ 

A. — Y«ni were correct nut tu open 
one no trump— ymir fifth diamond 
makes the band too st nmg. But that 
doesn't mean you should go over- 
board now. North should have a 
hand or 9-lfl points, perhaps lew 
because West's overcall miRhi have 
imppFved the positional values. A 
raise to three no trump is adequate. 

Q.2 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

•QJ72 963 65 +KJ94 

The hiddine ha* proceeded: 

North East .South West 

I * DW ? 

What an inn do ynu take? 

A.— Don't let an opposing Lakeout 
double stampede you into an action 
you might later regret Simply difi- 
r-gard the takeout double and make 
the response you would have had 
there been no interference. Raise to 
two spades. 

Q.3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold; 

♦Q95 Q6542 QB4 *73 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 
1 • Dbl 3 + Pass 

Pass 3 • Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A.— You miKhL have acted over 
Easts preemptive dub raise. How- 
ever, now partner is showinK a very 
Rood hand by bidding three spades 
vulnerable. You have a sure trick in 
the queen of spades, a ptuwible ruff- 
ing value and some other Roodies. 
Raise to four spades. 


Q.4— Both vulnerable, aa South 
you bold: 

,*74 7Q 1098653 5 *J83 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South Weat 
1 NT Pass . ?. 

Wfiat do you bid now? . 

A . — ‘-We would not fault you for 
simply- bidding two hearts, either 
directly or via a transfer sequence if 
that is in ynur arsenal. However, 
you can't he sure the hand belongs 
w you. and we would opt for four 
hearts as a two-way action -you 
might make it, nr you might pre- 
empt the enemy out of a good 
contract. 

Q.5 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*QJ KJI0975 KJ +AJ4 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 Pass 1 NT Pass 

7 

What do ytiu bid now? 

A. — “What's the problem? Three 
heart*!" we can almost hear you 
saying. The problem is that that's 
our second choice. With so much of 
<nir strength in secondary honors 
and outside the Inng suit, we prefer 
a -raise to two no trump. 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦AJ74 63 AKJ7 *984 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 . Pass I * Pass 

2 * Pass ? 

What do ym hid now? 

A . — With n full opening bid, no 
particular liking for either of part- 
ner's suits and the unhid suit well 
stopped, all ingredients are present 
for a no-trump cunlracL. Hut he 
careful to jump to three no Lrump — 
two no trump would lie invitational 
and might get passed. 


Morocco 
lose as 
World Cup 
hangover 
continues 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — . 
Morocco's Worid Cup han- 
gover continued on a 
weekend of surprise results at 
the stan of the African Na- 
tions Cup qualifying cam- 
paign. 

The North African team, 
who lost all three of their 
matches at the Worid Cup, 
were beaten again in their 
first qualifying match for the 
1996 nations cup finals in 
Kenya. 

They were among several 
group favourites to drop 
points against unfancied 
opposition. 

The Moroccans, who were 
the only one of Africa's World 
Cop representatives playing 
Sunday, surrendered a half- 
time lead to go down 2-1 
Burkina Faso in their Group 
Seven match in Ouaga- 
dougou. 

Abdoulaye Ouedraogo and 
Abou Ouattara scored in the 
second half for the home side 
after Taher El Khalej had put 
Morocco ahead after 30 mi- 
nutes. 

The Burkinabe were not 
the only surprise package as 
the Gambia, Mauritania and 
Ethiopia also upset the odds. 

The Gambia, only occa- 
sional participants in African 
soccer tournaments, won an 
unlikely point away from 
home in holding Congo to a 
1-1 draw in their group three 
match in Pointe-Noire. 

Peter Johnson scored in 
the 38th minute for Gambia 
before Ivorian-based midfiel- 
der Sylvain Mounkassa sal- 
vaged a point for Congo with 
a 68th-minute goal. 

Mauritania also surprised 
by forcing a goalless draw in 
Senegal in Group Two while 
Ethiopia held off a confident 
Algerian team in another 
scoreless tie in Gronp Four. 

There were also good wins 
for Ghana, South Africa, 
Tunisia and Zimbabwe. 

The new-look Ghanaian 
team- beat Sierra Leone 4-1 in 
Accra to top tbe standings in 
Group Three while South 
Africa ended Madagascar's 
10-year unbeaten home re- 
cord with a 1-0 win in Group 
Five in Antananarivo. 

The game’s only goal was a 
header from Leeds United 
striker Phil Masinga in the 
21st minute. 

Tunisia, seeking to make 
up for the disappointment of 
their performance at the 1994 
finals in March, won 3-1 away 
at Guinea Bissau in Group 
Two, while Zimbabwe 
thrashed Lesotho 5-0 in 
Group One in Harare. 

The five-goal haul for the 
Zimbabweans included two 
for midfielder Vitalis Taka- 
tyire. 

Tanzania thrashed neigh- 
bours Uganda 4-0 on Satur- 
day, with the first three goals 
coming inside the opening 
quarter-hour. 

There was also a rare 
international goal for former 
African footballer of the year 
George Weah. 

The Paris St. Germain 
striker scored the only goal of 
teh game as Liberia beat 
Togo 1-0 in their Group Two 
match in Monrovia. 
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Edberg has only himself to 
blame after U.S. Open defeat 


NEW YORK (AP) — Stefan 
Edberg bas only himself to 
blame. 

For years, Swedish tennis 
players took their due from 
Bjorn Borg, roaming the 
baseline and depending on 
heavy topspin to pull the ball 
down into the court. 

Then along came Edberg 
and his serve-and-voiley 
game, dmbing to no. 1 in the 
worid and winning six Grand 
Slam titles, including two 
U.S. Opens. 

Sunday night, Edberg met 
bis clone — another Swedish 
serve-and-voileyer — and on 
this night, Joans Bjorlcman 
dominated. 

Bjorkman had the bigger 
serves, the crisper volleys, 
the more penetrating ground 
strokes. And wbenit was 
over, it was Bjorkman who 
had a berth in the U.S. Open 
fourth round following an 
easy 6-4, 6-4, 6-0 victory over 
the fifth-seeded Edberg. 

“The came I play is exactly 
like Stefan's game, so I’ve 
always been looking at him, 
how he plays, and try to do 
the same thing,” Bjorkman 
said. 

Sunday night, he did it 
better than the real thing. 

Bjorkman next foe will be 
Joem Renzenbrink of Ger- 
many, a 6-4, 6-1, 6-3 winner 
over Italy's Andrea Gauden- 
zL 

In other third-round 
matches Sunday, top-seeded 
Pete Sampras overtook Ro- 
ger Smith of the Bahamas 
4-6, 6-2. 6-4, 6-3; no. 4 
Michael Stich defeated Byron 


Black of Zimbabwe 7-6 (7-5), 
6-2, 6-1; no. 14 Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov of Russia stopped 
Spain's Carlos Costa 6-3, 64, 
6-2; Karel Novacek of the 
Czech Republic outlasted 
Todd Woodbridge of Austra- 
lia 1-6, 5-7, 7-6 (8-6), 6-2, 7-6 
(7-3); Argentina's Javier Fra- 
na eliminated Marcos 
Ondruska of South Africa 
6-3, 6-1, 6-7, (3-7). 3-6, 64; 
and Jaime Yzaga of Peru 
defeated last year’s surprise 
finalist. Frenchman Cedric 
Pioline, 1-6, 5-7, 7-5, 6-1, 64. 

Advancing to tbe women’s 
quarterfinals were second- 
seeded Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario, no. 5 Kimiko Date, 
no. 8 Gabriela Sabatmi and 
Gigj Fernandez. 

Sanchez Vicario defeated 
Ann Grossman 6-2, 6-2; Date 
stopped Leila Meskhi of 
Georgia 6-2, 6-7 (5-7), 7-5; 
Sabatini ousted Elena 
Ukhovtseva of Kazakhstan 
6-2, 6-1, and Fernandez 
downed Ginger Helgeson 6- 
3, 64. 

Edberg fell down on the 
first point off the 10th game 
of the match, appearing to 
injure his right wrist. But he 
said it was not a major factor 
in the loss. 

“It took a couple of points 
before it started feeling a 
little bit better, but it prob- 
ably cost me the first set a 
little bit,” Edberg said. “It 
was bad timing, but it didn't 
botiier me the rest of the 
match. 

“I lost the momentum a 
little bit. He got away with 
the first set and I think he 


lined some confidence. 

: he didn't really give me 
a chance because be was serv- 
ing very well.” 

The only service break in 
tbe second set came in tbe 
final game, when Bjorkman 
broke at 15, Edberg double- 
faulting on set point. 

From then on, it was ail 
Bjorkman, finding angles and 
passing lanes or booming un- 
retumable serves. 

“I was really solid in my 
serve and volley and never 
made any easy mistakes,” 
Bjorkman said. “And in' the 
third set, I finally got my 
returns going, then every- 
thing was there.” 
Everything except Edberg 
when the match ended 1 
hour, 35 minutes after it 
karted. 

Sampras, seeking his third 
Grand Slam title of the year 
— his only loss was in the 
French Open — had a 
tougfier time than the score 
might indicate. Smith, the 
second qualifier Sampras has 
played in his three matches so 
far, gave the world's no. 1 
player problems with his slice 
backhand, taking all of tbe 
pace off the ball. 

'“When X started, I didn’t 
have the timing,” Sampras 
said. “I felt a bit sluggish. I 
managed to get through 
somehow. He serves pretty 
well, and I had a hard time 
with that. It was a good 
match to get through. 

“He has a pretty good 
serve and he massages tbe 
ball well. He has that chip 
backhand that comes back 



Unseeded Jonas Bjorkman of Sweden raises his arms 
in victory after his third round win over fifth-seeded 
Stefan Edberg at the U.S. Open in New York. 
Bjorkman won 64, 64, 6-0 (AFP photo) 


low. 1 didn't know what was 
coming. It took me a while to 
get used to his game.” 
Smith fought back from 5-0 
in the fourth set, winning 
three straight games before 


Sampras closed it out. 

“I didn't want it to end," 
Smith said. “It was a: great 
experience. It was a great 
fee ling, ‘a great week, I love it 
all." 


U.S. defender Lalas living a dream in Italy 


PADUA, Italy (R) — Alexi . 
Lalas is living out his dream 
of playing in the world's ‘best 
soccer league — but that 
won't change his bohemian 
way of life. 

“Cut my hair?" Lalas, 24. 
the goatee-bearded hero of 
the U.S. Worid Cup team 
said at a recent warm-up with 
Padova, the dub he joined 
last month to become the first 
American to play in Italy's 
Serie A. ■ 

“You’ve got to be kid- 
ding." 

Clubless and unknown be- 
fore the World Cup, the for- 
mer high school ice hockey 
star from Michigan is now a 
world famous footballer, 
playing against the likes of 
Italy’s Roberto Baggio and 
Dutchman Ruud Gullit. 

And despite the language 
barrier, he’s getting on well. 
He and his girlfriend Jill have 
a home in the hills around 
this city near Venice. He 
loves the pasta, weather and 
wine, but most of all the 
soccer culture. 

“Italians live and breathe 
the game," said Lalas. tos- 
sing back the shock of ginger 
hair that has helped give htm 
the most original look in soc- 
cer since Gullit first arrived 
with his dreadlocks. 

“The fans, the press and 
the emotions that sur- 
rounded this game — espe- 
cially Serie A — is something 
no American player has ever 
experienced," he said in an 
interview with Reuters. 

The guitar-strumming 
Lalas. who cut a compact disc ■ 
with his rock band the Gyp- 
sies and plans to record 



Alexi I .alas 

another one soon, said no- 
thing had prepared him for 
stardom but vowed it would 
not change his ways. 

“It’s not that I can’t pick 
my nose in public any more. 
It’s that when I do, 1 have to 
do it really cool," he said. 

“Some people have said, 
this is Serie A, you can’t play 
music', but I don’t see it that 
way. ! need music in my life 
to do anything on the soccer 
field." 




He said his band was com- 
ing over soon “to hang out 
and play some acoustic stuff 
in some local dubs." 

England fans, who remem- 
ber the Lalas header which 
sealed a humiliating 2-0 de- 
feat to the U.S. in a friendly 
last year, will see him 
Wednesday when the two 
sides meet in a friendly re- 
match in London. 

Critics once said Lalas, 
who has 50 caps in two years 


but never played club soccer 
before joining newly- 
promoted Padova on a one- 
year deal worth some 
S200.000, would never make 
it is far as Serie A. 

“Throughout my career, 
people have said there’s no 
way you can play on the 
Olympic team, there’s no 
way you can play on the 
national team, there’s no way 
you can play in the World 
Cup and have success," Lalas 
said. 

“But you know, here 1 am 
— in Italy," 

Lalas, whose weakness 
may be a lack of speed, called 
it an honour to make the 
short-list for FIFA’s World 
Cup all-stars team ahead of 
such talented defender as 
Brazil's Aldair and Italy's 
Alessandro Costacuna. 

Bat Lalas. who scoffed at 
the suggestion that he was 
one of the world's best defen- 
ders, has also proved his met- 
tle in his first two games in 
Italy. 

In his debut last Wednes- 
day, an Italian Cup match 
won 3-0 by Imemazionale. 
his diving header off a corner 
kick nearly put Padova ahead 
first were it not for a. miracu- 
lous save by Italy goalkeeper 
Gianluca Pagliuca. 

“Man, I thought it was in." 
Lalas said. “He made a sweet 
save. but. I didn’t see it — my 
face was in the mud." 

The newspaper Gazzetta 
Dello Sport voted Lalas. who 
sent another headers just 
wide in the second half, his 
team's most valuable player 
for the match. 

Coniere Dello Sport news- 


paper, commenting on the 
stopper's imposing .frame, 
said: “What striker wduldn't 
be just a little frightened of 
Lalas?” 

Padova's opening match in 
Serie A Sunday was a. bapt- 
ism of fire for Lalas as Samp- 
doria thrashed them 5-0, but 
coach Mauro Sandreani said 
Lalas was already up to par 
and needed only refine his 
play. 

“He needs to improve his 
coordination with the team 
and become a little- more 
elegant in his moves, but his 1 
air game is a formidable 
offensive weapon which we 
plan to exploit fully,’’' San- 
dreani said. 

Italy coach Anigo .Sacchi 
has also praised Lalas. and 
fellow defender David Balleri 
said the American had a good 
rapport with teammates de- 
spite having to communicate 
in a jumble of English. Italian 
and Spanish. 

Lalas, who studied English 
literature at New Jersey’s 
Rutgers University — where 
he gave up a future in profes- 
sional ice hockey in a gamble 
on soccer — said his Italian 
was getting better. 

"My teammates have 
taught me all the bad words." 

He said his new dream was 
to play like his idol — AC 
Milan and Italy defender 
Paolo Maldini. 

"After all. it doesn't mat- 
ter whether you play the 
guitar, what you look like'or 
what your hair is like . — if 
you can't do ir on the field 
then you're no good to any- 
body." 



GULF AIR STYLE 

(julf Air flies nonstop from Amman to the Gulf with a host of 
convenient onward connections to Bangkok, Hong Kong, Manila, 
Singapore and Jakarta. Whichever class you travel, you'll fly in 
comfort and style, enjoying our traditional hospitality. Come fly 
with us and discover the international smile of the Gulf. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ROUTE5 AND SERVICES, CONTACT YOUR 
LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT OR GULF AIR ON 65361 3. 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


SON OF THE 

PINK PANTHER 

Show*-, non. M II. *15. K:». IM0 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


Nadia A! Jundi in 

SPY H1KJHIAT 

FAHMI 

Shows: 1030, 8:30. 6:3d. 3;.m, J2:,W 


Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD T 
THE PELICAN BRIEF 

Shows: 12:30. 3J0. 6:00. 8:15. IOJO 

CONCORD ‘2’ 

MRS. DOUBTF1RE 

Show* jsjo. 5:30 


TeL: 61*274 - 618275 

AMMOUN _ 
'Cinema and Theatre™ 


Presents the political comedy: 

Legal EvaNn| EsMtaont 

Starring: Abeer Issa. Daoud Jafajel. 
Hassan AJ Shaer and Mahmoud 
Abu Gharib. 

For reservation call teL: 618274 - 618275 


Te!.: 675571 

MabU Al Martini Thmatrm 

Nabil & Hisham's TeL: 625155 

AH LAN THEATRE 

.Today & Everyday 
Abti c AMivad m flocW comedy 

■ M PtmCWEKD 

Presents: 

The political satire: 

Al Salatn Ya Salam 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday is the theatre's holiday 
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Yemeni Socialists 
oust old leadership, 
elect new bureau 


SANAA (AFP) — The 
southern Yemen Socialist 
Party (YSP) elected a new 
politburo on Monday and 
turned its back on its leaders 
who fled abroad after the 
country's two-month civil 
war. 

The new politburo was to 
meet again later the same day 
to replace the party secretary 
general. Ali Salem A1 Beidh. 
who escaped to Oman just 
before the war ended on July 


Delegates said they would 
also draw up an outline of the 
party's new political prog- 
ramme. following the south's 
defeat by northern troops. 

The new body has kept 
only seven of its’ original 25 
members, adding 14 people 
from the YSP central com- 
mittee to the body, they said. 

One of the incoming mem- 
bers of the trimmed-down 
politburo. Othman Abdul 
Jabbar, told AFP that the 
new body was the "legitimate 
leadership" of the party. 

The election came at the 
e.nd of four days of talks in 
the Yemeni capital where 
more than 200 party mem- 
bers pledged to support Ye- 
men's four-year-old unity. 

They rejected the secession 
of the south declared by Mr. 
Beidh on May 21. after war 
broke out between his forces 
and northern troops loyal to 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
on May 5. 

It followed months of ten- 


sion between the two leaders 
on how to run the country, 
which was created out of the 
merger of former Marxist 
South Yemen and the con- 
servative North. 

Mr. Abdul Jabbar said the 
18 dropped members of the 
politburo who had sought re- 
fuge abroad would not be 
thrown out of the party. They 
could join the party’s central 
committee if they returned to 
Yemen. 

Seven of them axe on a list 
of 16 southerners who are 
excluded from a general 
amnesty declared by Mr. 
Saleh at the end of the war. 
Mr. Saleh has said the 16 
should be tried as traitors and 
war criminals. 

The president has called on 
the YSP several times since 
the end of the war to elect a 
new leadership excluding the 
“separatist" leaders as a con- 
dition for playing a role in 
Yemeni politics. 

Abdul Jabbar said the new 
politburo would aim to re- 
launch the party and decide 
on whether to take part in a 
new government. 

The YSP is still one of 
three parties in the ruling 
coalition along with Mr. 
Saleh’s general People’s Con- 
gress and the Islamic Al 
Lslah. It has four ministers. 

Most of the southern lead- 
ership fled the country when 
northern troops captured the 
southern stronghold of Aden 
on July 7. 


Carlos remains silent 

’s hearing 


RIS ‘ R ) — Guerrilla mas- 
•.i.-mind “Carlos the Jackal" 
-w fused ;o answer a judge's 
•4_es»ioa about a 19(& Paris 
bombing on Monday, saying 
he was illegally arrested last 
month and should be freed, 
justice sources said. 

Carlos handed anti- 
terrorism judge Jean-Louis 
Bruguiere a letter at the start 
of the meeting saying he was 
being held "in complete ille- 
gality" since he was seized in 
Sudan and spirited to France 
three weeks ago. 

“I intend to keep silent 
until the legal system makes a 
definite ruling on my request 
and frees me,” the 
Venezuelan-born guerrilla 
wrote, the sources said. 


Carlos’s lawyers filed a for- 
mal suit last Friday alleging 


he was kidnapped from 
Sudan and should be freed, 
they doubt the suit will suc- 
ceed .,i ^ Frene*. ..ur 

plan to go as far as the 
European Court of Human 
Rights. 

“Under what authority am 
i here before you? I was in 
Khartoum, capital of Sudan, 
v'hen Sudanese police stop- 
ped me, tied me up, drugged 
me. put a hood over my head 
and handed me to French 
police," Carlos wrote. 

r ranee has said he was 
extradited legally. 

Carlos. 44, arrived smiling 
at Mr. Bruguiere's office in 
central Paris amid tight secur- 
ity. His hair was short and 
greying and he wore a striped 
grey jacket, white shirt and 
yellow scarf. He greeted Mr. 
Bruguiere but was otherwise 
silent. 

Carlos, whose real name is 
Illich Ramirez Sanchez, won 
notoriety with attacks in the 
1970s and 1980s. mainly in 
Europe and the Middle East. 

France has accused him of 
killing S3 people, his most 
audacious act was to kidnap 
11 ministers attending a con- 
ference ir. Vienna in 1975 of 
the organisation of pet- 
roleum exporting countries. 


Monday's hearing, only the 
second time Carlos had left 
the drab La Same jail since 
his arrival in France, was to 
be the first detailed question- 
ing about a car bomb blast 
that kilted a pregnant woman 
and wounded 63 people out- 
side the Paris offices of the 
Arab newspaper Al V/atan. 

At his first meeting with 
Mr. Bruguiere the day after 
his arrival in France, he was 
formally placed under inves- 
tigation in connection with 
the bomb attack. 

The attack coincided with 
the stan of a trial in Paris of 
Carlos’s girlfriend Magdalena 
Kopp and another urban 
guerrilla on arms and explo- 
sives charges and was seen as 
an attempt to win their re- 
lease. 


In a statement smuggled 
from La Sante prison. Carlos 
"'*•■'1 ,! * " ^'-ck hV Mci nothing 
to do with the blast and was 
not in Paris at the time. 

Francoise Rudetski. who 
heads an association of vic- 
tims' relatives, said there was 
enough evidence to bring him 
to trial. 

The attack, in Rue Mar- 
beuf near the Champs 
Elysees, is the only one for 
which Carlos is formally 
under investigation in 
France. 

He was sentenced in absen- 
tia to life imprisonment two 
years ago for killing two 
French secret service agents 
in 1975. 


The Paris government has 
blamed him for the deaths of 
15 French people in France. 
Investigations into other 
attacks are being reopened 
and Mr. Rudetski vowed to 
keep up pressure to expose 
the full workings of Carlos's 
network. 

“Victims have waited for 
12 years," she said. “The 
main thing is to know the full 
truth on the responsibility of 
Carlos and of other people 
who were involved, without 
any political quarrel.” 


France proposes Cresson 
as EU commissioner 


PARIS (AFT) — France has 
nominated former socialist 
prime minister Edith Cresson 
aj uH.e of its two new Euro- 
pe.^. commissioners, a joint 
communique from the pres- 
idency and the prime minis- 
ter's office said Monday. 

Mr. Cresson. 60. who be- 
came France’s first woman 
prime minister in May 1991, 
soon came under fire for her 
blunt speaking. She attacked 
the British, saying many of 
them were “homosexuals.” 
and the Japanese, who she 
said were “ant-like" people 
intent on “taking over the 
world." 

Named by President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand to restore the 
flagging fortunes of the 
Socialisf Party on May 15. 
1991. Ms. Cresson ended her 
321-day term in office in the 
following April as the most 
unpopular French premier in 


recent memory. 

Critics said she had trouble 
getting along with both the 
opposition and members of 
her own socialist party. 


A former European affairs 
minister. Ms. Cresson was 
named along with Breton 
aristocrat Yves Thibault de 
Silguy. 46-year-old European 
affairs advisor to Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur. 
They would succeed Jacques 
Delors and Christiane 
Scrivener as representatives 
of France of the European 
Commission in January 1995. 

After resigning as prime 
minister. Ms. Cresson, a fer- 
vent advocate of greater 
European integration, re- 
turned to the private sector 
and formed a company aimed 
at helping French firms com- 
pete better in the European 
market. 


Jordan moves to mend ties with Gulf 


By Rana Sabbagb 
Reuter 


AMMAN — Jordan's ties 
with Gulf states, strained 
since the 1990 Gulf crisis, 
are moving on a steady 
course towards reconcilia- 
tion. officials and diplo- 
mats said Monday. 

But they ruled out any 
imminent breakthrough 
with the Kingdom's main 
past Arab bankroliers 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, 
power-brokers in the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC). 

Riyadh and Kuwait were 
angered most by Jordan's 
perceived sympathy to- 
wards Iraq after it invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

Jordan's ties with Qatar 
have been fully restored 
while relations with Oman 
were unharmed by the cri- 
sis. Bahrain and the United 
Arab Emirates tUAE) are 
the other two GCC mem- 


bers. 

“Our relations with 
Saudi Arabia are moving in 
the direction of a break- 
through," a senior Jorda- 
nian official, who re- 
quested anonymity, told 
Reuters. “But we still need 
a lot of xime before our 
relations go back to their 
pre-crisis status." 

Jordan and Saudi Arabia 
have agreed to increase the 
number of diplomats in 
their respective missions to 
four, instead of two at pre- 
sent — an example cited by 
Jordanian officials as an 
indication of “new goodwill 
to mend fences." 

Riyadh was also "looking 
positively" at Amman's 
nomination of a new 
ambassador to head its mis- 
sion there, a post vacant 
since 1992 when Jordan re- 
called its envoy as ties 
worsened, he added. “We 
expect to hear their reply in 
a month." said the official. 


It fired most of Jordan’s 
diplomats a month after the 
Iraqi invasion, allowing 
only the envoy and one 
diplomat to stay behind. 

Riyadh recalled its envoy 
to Jordan in October 1990 
and since then has only 
kept a charge d’affaires and 
another diplomat. 

Jordanian officials said 
the Foreign Minisrry has 
not received any formal re- 
quest from Riyadh to 
appoint a new envoy, but 
Amman-based Arab diplo- 
mats have speculated as 
such since Jordan signed an 
interim peace deal with 
Israel in Julv. 


A senior Jordanian di- 
plomat visiting Kuwait this 
week for the first time since 
the Gulf crisis was warmly 
received despite Gulf war 
strains. Jordanian officials 
said. 

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad 


Al Sabah even met Jorda- 
nian Foreign Ministry 
Counsellor Mashour Al 
Zaben. 

But they said Kuwaiti 
officials told Mr. Zaben a 
strong anti-Jordanian 
mood prevailing among 
officials and ordinary 
Kuwaitis was blocking an 
improvement in ties. 

They suggested that Am- 
man make pro-Kuwaiti 
statements to help ease 
popular tensions and help 
the emirate determine the' 
fate of hundreds, of 
Kuwaitis it claims are in 
Iraqi jails since 1990. 

But Jordan's choice of 
Mr. Zaben to test Kuwait’s 
readiness to allow Jordan 
to reopen the embassy was 
in itself symbolic. 

His father, a former 
ambassador in Kuwait, was 
among the few Jordanian 
dignitaries who publicly 
condemned Iraq’s invasion. 

He inspected Jordan’s 


embassy in Kuwait — 
dosed since Iraq's 1990 in- 
vasion — and paid salaries 
of local non-diplomatic 
staff- 

Kuwait withdrew its 
ambassador from Amman 
but diplomatic relations 
were not severed- Kuwait's 
embassy in Amman is open 
and functioning under a 
charge d'affaires. 

More than 250,000 
Jordanians mostly of 
Palestinian origin, were 
forced to flee the emirate 
because of the war. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Sal am Majali met United 
Arab Emirates President 
Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan 
Al Nahayan in Geneva last 
month, the first such high- 
level contact since the cri- 
sis. - 

The meeting was warm 
and cordial and could even- 
tually lead to an excahnge 
of official visits, officials 
-said. 



HI-TECH: Victor Co. of Japan Ltd. of JVC crystal monitor, priced at $1,450. In addition 
announced Monday plans to launch October, to the monitor, the camera also features a 
the multi-functional “tele video movie" video-messaging system and a VHF-UHF tun- 
camera, featuring a bright three-inch liquid er to enable viewing of regular television 

broadcasts. (AFP photo) 


OIC foreign ministers meet 

in Islamabad tomorrow 

Kashmir’s Indian leaders invited 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Islamic countries will meet 
here Wednesday to develop a 
common strategy over kev 
international trouble-spots*, 
notably Bosnia. Kashmir, 
Afghanistan and the Middle 
East, a foreign office spokes- 
man said here. 

The three-day extraordin- 
ary conference of foreign 
ministers of the 51-nation 
Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC) is to be inau- 
gurated by Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto, the spokes- 
man said Monday. 

“Our objective as a host 
country is to have action- 
oriented decisions on all the 
four burning issues," the 
spokesman told AFP. 

The issues required some 
political direction from the 
OIC foreign ministers which 
will enable the Islamic states 
to adopt certain positions at 
the upcoming United Nations 
General Assembly, he said. 

Senior officials are to meet 
here Tuesday to prepare the 
agenda of the main confer- 
ence. 

Some 20 ministers, among 
them 14 foreign ministers, 
have already confirmed their 
participation, despite India's 
lobbying for a boycott, he 
said, adding that the response 
was “better" than the pre- 
vious emergency meeting of 
Islamic foreign ministers in 
Turkey last year. 

At least 45 members of the 
OIC have derided to send 


representatives to the ses- 
sion, convened at “short 
notice,” he said. Bosnian 
Prime Minister Haris Siladj- 
zic would lead his country's 
delegation to the conference. 

There was no derision ab- 
out Afghanistan's representa- 
tion because the country’s 
factions had not agreed on a 
foreign minister. 

The OIC has invited two 
prominent leaders from 
Indian-controlled Kashmir to 
the meeting. 

The two are Umar Farooq, 
Kashmir's chief Muslim 
clergyman, and Abdul Ghani 
Bhat, Foreign Secretary Na- 
jmuddin Sheikh told repor- 
ters. 

They have been invited 
along with leaders from the 
Pakistani-administered part 
of Kashmir to meet with OIC 
Secretary General Hamid Al 
Gabid and delegates from 
Islamic states during the con- 
ference. 

Mr. Sheikh expressed the 
hope that the Indian govern- 
ment would allow the Kash- 
miri leaders to visit Islama- 
bad, especially Mr. Farouq, 
to present “their case before 
the OIC," adding that “it 
would be unfortunate if it 
does not." 

He said the conference was 
expected to discuss formation 
of an OIC contact group on 
Kashmir, like the one already 
functioning in relation to 
Bosnia, in order to keep a 
vigil on developments in 


Kashmir. 

The meeting is also ex- 
pected to call for a peaceful, 
negotiated settlement of the 
Kashmir dispute between 
Pakistan and India and ex- 
press its concern over the 
human rights situation in the 
Indian-controlled part. 

The spokesman said India 
sent out envoys to a large 
number of Islamic countries, 
■ urging them not to attend the 
Islamabad conference. 

“Pakistan is very happy 
that a vast majority of our 
friends and brothers have re- 
fused to heed to the Indian 
pressure." he said. 

The last conference met at 
Karachi in April 1993, when 
the Islamabad peace accord 
on Afghanistan, which ended 
last June, was still in place. 
This week's conference will 
aim to promote a reconcilia- 
tion among the warring fac- 
tions through consultations 
and a call for a cessation of 
hostilities, he said. 

On Bosnia, the conference 
will take a decision on recom- 
mendations of an OIC con- 
tact group which met recently 
in Geneva. It called for con- 
firmation of territorial in- 
te grity of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, protection of 
safe areas, lifting of an arms 
embargo and the- monitoring 
of weapons supplies to the 
Bosnian Serbs, he said. 

The rival claims of India 
and Pakistan on Kashmir has 
triggered new tensions. 


Australian MP killed in drive- by shooting 


SYDNEY (AFP) — A mem- 
ber of the New South Wales 
parliament was killed in a 
suspected drive-by shooting 
Monday in what was believed 
to be the first assassination of 
an Australian politician in 
office. 

Labour Party MP John 
Newman was shot outside his 
home in Cabramatta. a Syd- 
ney suburb with a large Asian 
community where he had 
campaigned vigorously 
against crime. 

“He went outside at about 
9.30 p.m. to put a cover over 
his car, his wife and neigh- 
bours heard shots," New 
South Wales police spokes- 
woman Wendv McGuiness 
told AFP. 

"His wife went outside to 
investigate and found him 
slumped across the front 
steps.” 

Neighbours saw a car drive 


off immediately after the 
shooting with its lights off. 
she added. 

Police said Mr. Newman, 
who was also known for a 
campaign for better condi- 
tions for immigrants detained 
in Australia, was shot several 
rimes in the chest. 

George Souris, the acting 
leader of the state's National 
Party, said he believed it was 
the first assassination of an 
A ustralian politician in 
office. 

■ ‘Th at is probably the 
reason why Australians will 
find it a most un-Australian 
act and one which will strike 
at the very foundation of our 
Australian beliefs in the free- 
dom of speech and in par- 
liamentary democracy." 

Police Minister Garry West 
said he had not been told Mr. 
Newman was in danger. 
“There has been no indica- 


tion or any advice to me in 
the rime I have been police 
minister." he said. 

Asked if the death was 
related to Asian gangs, 
against whom Mr. Newman 
was said to be campaigning, 
Mr. West said he did not 
know. 


Newman's widow is 
Chinese-born Xian Jing 
Wang, who has been an Au- 
stralian resident for four 
years. She and Mr. Newman 
had been married just a few 
months. 

Mr. Newman's first wife, 
and their only child. David, 
died in a car accident in 1979 
when Mary- was pregnant. 

Mr. Newman had been 
member of the upper house 
legislative assembly since 
1986. He was educated at 
Liverpool High School and 
Sydnev Universitv. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Dinar doubles in value after Iraqi-Turkish talks 


ERBIL, Iraq (AFP) — The Iraqi dinar bas doubled in 
value against the dollar on the black market in northern 
Iraq following hopes that talks between Iraq and Turkey 
could ease U.N.-imposed sanctions, Kurdish leaders said. 
It is now 40 dinars to the dollar, compared with SO three 
weeks ago, according to the Kurdish finance “minister 
Daro Nuri, who said “the dollar has not been so low since 
last year.” The dinar started climbing amid hopes that 
Ankara and Baghdad could strike an agreement, traders 
said. The two neighbours began a new round of talks last 
week on flushing crude oil from a common pipeline closed 
since the August 1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait which led to 
the U-N. trade and oil ban on Iraq. If the operation goes 
ahead 27 million barrels of crude oil will be pumped 
through the pipeline over six months to Turkey, allowing 
Iraq to receive food and medicines in return for part of the 
income generated. Turkey has also recently opened the 
Habur border crossing with Iraq, allowing small-scale trade 
in products not banned by the U.N. sanctions, mainly food 
and medicine. The U.N. Security Council is due to review 
the sanctions next week, also boosting the dinar amid 
rumours that they would be lifted, money-dealers said. If 
they were not ended “the dollar will rise again” but not to 
the same levels as previously, warned Merdiz Mohammad, 
a money dealer in Erbil, the central city of Iraqi Kurdistan . 


Iran seizes more than a tonne of morphine 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian police seized 1,114 kg of 
morphine hidden in a truck in northeastern frany the 
Iranian news agency IRNA said on Monday. The morphine 
was found packed in small bags and hidden in various parts 
of the truck when police stopped it on the road from 
Kashmar to Neyshabur on Sunday, it said. The agency did 
not say if anyone was arrested. 


Bavaria says no compensation for Israeli athletes 


MUNICH, Germany (R) — The government of the 
German state of Bavaria bn Monday rejected compensa- 
tion claims from relatives of Israeli athletes killed in a 
hostage-taking at the 1972 Munich Olympic games. Mem- 
bers of the ahtietes' families are demanding damages of $40 
million from Bavaria on the basis of documents they 
believe show that almost all the athletes were shot dead by 
German police trying to free them. German authorities say 
they were killed by the Palestinian Black September 
guerrillas who seized them. Bavaria's interior ministry said 
in a statement that there were no indication of any “failures 
susceptible to legal redress” by state or local authorities. 


Velayati visits Oman 


MUSCAT (AFP) — Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati began an official visit to Oman on Monday, the 
ONA news agency said. Mr. Velayati arrived in Salah, 
1,000 kilometres south of here and was to give Sultan 
Qaboos a message from President Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafeanjani during his stay , which was to last several days. 
Oman has had good relations with Tehran since the 1979 
Islamic revolution, even during the Lran-Iraq war when 
other members of the Gulf Cooperation Council sided with 
Baghdad. 


18 killed in Sierra Leone road crash 


FREETOWN (R) — Eighteen people died in Sierra Leone 
when the trailer they were riding on became detached from 
the lorry towing it and plunged into a ravine, police said on 
Monday. The accident happened on Saturday on the 
Freetown-Bo highway in southern Sierra Leone. Seven 
survivors were in critical condition at Bo hospital, the 
police added. 


Kyrgyz government resigns 


RISHKEk, Kyrgyzstan (AP) — The government of 
Kyrgyzstan resigned Monday after 168 legislators accrsed 
their leaders of “intrigues” and forced a suspension of 
parliament, the ITAR-TASS news agency reported. The 
resignation signals the second government overhaul in iess 
than a year in the Central Asian nation of 4 million people 
Last December, President Askar Akayev fired the govem- 
ment amid allegations the prime minister and other top 
officials were embezzling Kyrgyzstan's gold reserves Mr 
Akayev issued a decree accepting the resignations and 
stating that a new government would serve until the next 
elections later this year, ITAR-TASS said. The current 
government will continue serving until a new cabinet is 
formed. 


Sri Lankan president hospitalised 


COLOMBO (ATP) — Sri Lankan President Dingiri Banda 
Wijeninga was hospitalised Monday because of high blood 
pressure, party and hospital sources said. Mr. WjetungT 
78, was underling a series of medical checks, a hospkai 
source toid AFP. His press officer Anthony FemandSi 

m i W ^ unabIe lo address legislators of his 

United National Party (UNP), which lost last month's 

^n^ n rj:r ons ' ^ he was feeHn8 mi «£- 
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Fonda speaks out 
on abortion row 


Islamic militants that has 
led more than 400 people. 
Ms. Fonda visited the pyra- 
mids of Cairo earlier Sunday 
and described her trip as “a 
dream.” As for Miss Uni- 
verse, Sushmita Sen from In- 
dia has already visited the 
pyramids and shrugged off a 
threat from die underground 
Jamaa Islamiyya to disrupt 
die conference by attacking 
foreigners. 


Rwandan ballet 
to perform for 
1st time since war 


KIGALI (AFP) — The new 
Rwandan National Ballet 
troupe will this week perform 
the country’s first organised 
cultural event since the 
bloody three-month civil war, 
officials said Mionday. But 
Wednesday’s performance of 
traditional Rwandan music 
and dance, taking place in 
Kigali's Franco-R wandas 
Cultural Exchange Centre, 
wall be as much as exercise in 
diplomacy as an artistic en- 
deavour, with* the central 
African nation’s new govern- 
ment and France both hoping 
it will break the ice in frosty 
bilateral relations. Links be- 
tween France and the former 
rebels of the Tutsi-led Rwan- 
dan Patriotic Front (RPF) 
that now holds power have 
been strained over Paris’s tra- 
ditional support for die coun- 
try’s Hutu majority and its 
policing until Aug. 22. 


Alpihe iceman 
‘was Italian’ 


LONDON (R) — Otzi the 
5300-year-old iceman found 
in an Alpine glacier three 
years ago was an Italian, say 
researchers who studied the 
moss he used as toilet paper. 
The iceman was found rock- 
ing out of the glacier by two 
climbers in the Olztaler Alps 
on the Austro-ItaHan border. 
He had been freeze -dried 
10,000 feet (3,000 metres) 
above sea level. Dr. James 
D ickso n, of Glasgow Uni- 
versity in Scotland, says be 
has solved Otzi’s nationality 


after researching the moss 
found round the body. “Mos- 


ses were often used — until 
recently — for wiping. Peo- 
ple would grab a dump and 
use it later. That is what Otzi 
must have done,” Dr. Dick- 
son told the Observer news- 
paper. “Among all the 
clothes and belon ging s that 
were scattered around Otzfs 
body were various dumps 
and traces of moss. 


Solvent abuse is 
2nd biggest U.K. 
adolescent killer 


LONDON (R) — Solvent 
abuse is the second biggest 
killer of British adolescents 
after road accidents, accord- 
fog to a report published 
Monday. It kills three people . 
every week, most of them 
aged between 14 and 16, and 
38 per cent of those who die 
are first-time users. Good 
Housekeeping magazine said 


fo its survey. Figures cited by 
showed that 13 


fee magazine 

per pent of children had tried 
sniffing solvents by the time 
they were 15. 


LUXOR (AFP) — U.S. ac- 
tress and U.N. goodwjn 
ambassador Jane Fonda 
added her voice to the debate 
over abortion here Sunday on 
the eve of a controversial 
U.N. population conference 
Ms. Fonda, in Egypt for fife 
conference, said she agreed 
with U.S. President Bill Qu- 
ton that abortion should be 
“safe, legal and rare.” the 
Vatican and conservative 
Muslims have charged feat 
the conference proposals 
condone abortion, as well as 
homosexuality and sex out- 
side marriage. Ms. Fonda 
added that she and her hus- 
band Ted Turner, who owns 
the U.S. television channel 
CNN, were “concerned ab- 
out the issues of population 
growth” and had helped to 
prepare the forum. Tbe ac- 
tress was guest of honour on 
a specially-organised trip to 
fee southern town of Luxor, 
organised by Egypt to help 
revive tourism. She said she 
felt “extremely safe” on a 
four-hour visit to town, once 
tbe Pharoanic capital of 
Egypt. Egyptian ministers. 
South African delegates. 
Miss Universe and a battery 
of media people accompa- 
nied her on the tour. Egyp- 
tian officials hope to capital- 
ise on the nine-day popula- 
tion conference to boost the 
ailing tourism industry, whicb 
has been hard hit by a two- 
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